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To Prepare

Place on your table a bible (open to Philippians 1:3-10) a list of the names of all your catechists, aides, and office helpers, a list of names of the children and teenagers in your program, and a candle. Beforehand, invite catechists to bring to this end-of-year service samples of class work or any other tangible signs of their ministry as catechists. Light the candle and invite catechists to close their eyes and breathe deeply, slowly inhaling and exhaling five times. Explain that this is a way to breathe in God's presence and put away distractions and noise. Then spend three minutes in silence.

Leader

All

Leader

May the blessings of our good God be with each of you.

And also with you.

Loving God, as we come to the end of our teaching year, I thank you for all your gifts and in particular for these coworkers of mine, with​out whom your work could not have been done. I join my words to those of Paul in his letter to the Philippians.

Reader One

"I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you, praying always with joy in my every prayer for you, because of your part​nership for the gospel from the first day until now.

Reader Two


"I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is right that I should think this way about all of you, because I hold you in my heart as partners with me in grace...

Reader Three


"This is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless on the day of Christ's coming.'

The Word of the Lord.

All

Leader

Thanks be to God.

All of us have received great gifts this year, among them, love and support from one another, cooperation from parents, lessons that


                          went very well, and the light of God reflected in the eyes of our chil​dren. I invite you 

                          now to name particular moments or experiences for which you are grateful.

You may want to begin by holding up your list of catechists, aides, and office helpers, and the list of children's names, while praying: "For all our parish catechists and other volunteers, and for every child in our class​es...' If catechists have brought items to share, have them hold these up as they voice their prayers.

              All                    (after each statement): We rejoice in your good works, loving God.

Leader              We have all received gifts this year, and many of us also experienced setbacks, some of 

                          our own making and some not. I invite you to reflect silently about any problems you 

                          may have had this year, or about any of the ways that you may have fallen short as a 

                          catechist. Place all of these in God's hands and know that God blesses and for​gives you 

                          unconditionally.

Allow three minutes or so for this.

Leader              We rejoice in your good works, loving God, and we thank you for your patience with 

                          our shortcomings…..Thank you for calling us to share the gospel message with our 

                          children and teenagers. We pray these things in the name of the Father and of the Son 

                           and of the Holy Spirit.

All



Thank you,


God, for:





Amen.





Reprinted with permission from “ Prayer Services for Catechist & Teacher Meetings”, by Gwen Costello. Copyright 1996. Published by Twenty-third Publications, Mystic, CT (800.321.0411)








