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Being On God's Team / The Beatitudes

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:1-12

Theme

The beatitudes are a moral revolution. If the disciples of Christ live them as a team, Christians could change society.

Materials Needed

Bibles, individual beatitudes written on papers and put in a box

Read More About the Beatitudes… 

www.gnm.org  Click on “Wordbytes” section; In search box type: “Beatitudes” / Click on Spiritual Growth / Beatitudes

www.domestic-church.com  Click on “Search” at top of page header; Type in “Beatitudes” then scroll down the list and click on “Domestic-Church.com Articles: “Beatitudes Reflection.”

Call to Prayer…. 

Leader

Coach Jesus, we are your team. Sometimes we play well and hard, and we give you praise for giving us the grace to lead good lives.

All

We thank you for giving us the courage to follow you, even when we may suffer for it. We glorify you for the times our friends and families united as a team to show we were your followers.

Leader

But sometimes we forget the team rules, we don't live your gospel slogans, and we show poor team spirit.

All

Please forgive us, and we ask your gift of wisdom now as we pray and study your game plan, the beatitudes.

Reading

(Matthew 5:1-12)

Reader One

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

Reader Two

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Reader Three

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Reader Two

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Reader Three

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Reader Two

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

Reader Three

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Reader Two

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Reader Three

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Reader Two

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.

Reader One

"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Reflection 

Leader

Your team coaches and your organizations' moderators probably give you a slogan or a few statements that spell out for you exactly what they expect of you as a member of that team or organization. Or you may have constitutions or a point system delineating exactly what is expected of you to be in good standing. In a way Jesus gives the beatitudes to us, his disciples, as that kind of guideline. It is as if Jesus says, "These are the essential characteristics of a disciple of mine. If you're on my team, do these things."

The beatitudes sound so simple: be a peacemaker, be merciful, work for justice. Yet they spell out a moral revolution that rocked the world in Jesus' time and still rock the world today wherever they are lived in their fullness. These principles opposed many of the conventional values of the Jewish and Roman world of Jesus' day, and they still are in direct opposition to the values of many governments, most advertisements, and many persons today.

Living these beatitudes makes us anomalies, persons who live so differently from the normal way that we stand out. Of course, standing out is something we usually don't like to do; but let's face it, in many ways we live in an unchristian world, and when the world sees any of us being real Christians, it notices. What advertisement, for example, promises happiness by being poor in spirit (not showing off our wealth, giving deference to others, being content with what we have)? What government calls its citizens to put their complete trust in God rather than weapons and the stock market? What professional athletic team promotes forgiveness and compassion?

The beatitudes come early in the gospel. It is as if they herald the rest of the good news and call forth the beginning of the reign of God. In what ways are the beatitudes good news?

If the beatitudes are the charter or constitution of the reign of God, then we must live them daily. What are some ways we can live the beatitudes in school and at home?

On a scale of 1-10, how well is our society practicing these beatitudes? For God's kingdom to come, what changes would you suggest in our society to bring about the fullness of the reign of God? What could we do to become better players on God's team?

Activities

(choose one)

1. Write a pep talk or motivational speech that Jesus might give to his team of disciples. Use as many phrases from the beatitudes as you can.

2. The general statements of the beatitudes are further explained by many concrete examples from the life of Jesus. Divide into groups, each group taking two beatitudes. Search the four gospels to find concrete examples of mercy, meekness, efforts to achieve justice, persecution, etc. (Alternative: Divide the blackboard into nine parts for the nine times the word "Blessed" is used in Matthew 5:1-12. Under each statement list scripture passages that correspond, or write practical ways the beatitude can be lived today.)

3. Divide into groups of about 5-6 students. Select a beatitude from a box. Prepare a skit to show how that beatitude could be practiced today. (Alternative: Write a 30-second commercial for radio or television promoting the beatitude.)

Closing Prayer

Leader

Coach Jesus, we have just reflected on your game plan and role book. We know what we have to do.

All

Help us each day to practice the beatitudes so that we can preach the gospel with our lives. May all people know we are your followers by our mercy, trust, purity of heart, peacemaking, and perseverance under persecution. Amen.


Reprinted with permission from the CD “Prayer Services For Teens.” Published by Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, CT (800.321.0411) www.twentythirdpublications.com 

Read More About The Beatitudes Information from Doreen M. Gerczak
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