We Are Bearers of Truth

To Prepare
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Place on your prayer table a bible (open to John 17), a lighted candle, and any symbols that represent the teachings of the church, for example: the documents of Vatican II, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a textbook, a teacher’s manual, a lectionary. Beforehand, make copies of the following “Prayer for Catechists” for distribution at the end of the service:

Loving God, you have called me to proclaim your Word. I want to respond generously, but I feel so inadequate, so unsure of myself. I don’t have all the answers. Teach me to rely on your wisdom, to believe that you are there in every class I teach. Help me to understand that you can and do touch the minds and hearts of your children-—through me. Above all, make me wise enough to trust that the seeds of faith I have sown—with your help—will someday blossom and grow in your children. Amen.

Leader


May the Spirit of Truth and Wisdom dwell with you and be in your hearts. May the Spirit be with you in all that you do to proclaim God’s Word.

All                                                                            

And also with you.

Leader

We are gathered here, God of Truth and Wisdom, to ask your blessing on us as we begin a new teaching year. Open our minds to your wisdom, truth, and goodness that we might share these gifts with your children.

Reader One

At the Last Supper, Jesus prayed this prayer in the presence of his disciples: “This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

All

Help us to know you, God our God.

Reader Two

Jesus continued, “I have made your name known to those you gave me. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your Word…They know in truth that I came from you.”

All

Help us to make your name known, God our God.

Reader Three

Then Jesus said, “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

All

Bless us with your truth, God our God.

Reader Four

Finally, Jesus prayed, “I ask not only on behalf of these here with me now, but also on behalf of those who will come to believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

All

Give us faith in Jesus Christ, God our God.

Leader

This prayer of Jesus contains the following central teachings of our Catholic Christian faith:

Reader One

God is the true God who sent Jesus Christ to dwell among us.

Reader Two

Jesus made God’s name known, and he shared the truth of God’s kingdom.

Reader Three

God’s Word is truth. Jesus wants his followers to be steeped in truth.

Reader Four

It is our faith in God that unites us, and we have been called to share this faith with those we teach.

Leader

Let us now take time for silent prayer to reflect on the words of Jesus and to discern how we might live out the truth and wisdom they proclaim.

Allow three minutes or so for silent reflection.

Leader

Be with us God of all truth and wisdom as we struggle this year to share your Word with our children and teenagers.

Right Side

Help us to be witnesses of faith who give example to those we teach.

Left Side

Give us patience, love, and most of all courage to wisely proclaim your truth.

Leader

I invite you to come forward to receive a reminder that you can and should rely on God’s guidance this year in every class you teach.

As you give each catechist a prayer card, say: “__________________, let this prayer remind you of your call to be a catechist.”

When all have received their cards, share a greeting of peace with one another.
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