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Saints Are on Christ's Team

All Saints Day

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

Theme

The saints of heaven and the saints of earth form one team to fulfill God's "game plan." As a good team, the saints have the same motivation, namely, love.

Materials Needed

Items to make a game board

Call to Prayer 

Leader

With all the saints--those on the church calendar and those we hold dear in our hearts--let us praise God.

All:

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen!" (Rev 7:12)

Reading

(Matthew 5:1-12)

Reader One

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

Reader Two

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Reader Three

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Reader Four

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Reader Five

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Reader Six

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

Reader Seven

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Reader Eight

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Reader Nine

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Reader Ten

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Reflection

 Leader

As Christians we are never alone. We are an integral part of one another, just as hands and feet are integral to the body. What binds us together is the love of God whose Trinitarian love is the perfection of community. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit love each other perfectly, communicate perfectly, and have the same eagerness to share themselves with us.

The saints in heaven participate in this stupendous love, and we (saints-in-the-making) also participate in God's love through grace. The way we become saints is to become a team of love right here on earth. The love of heaven and earth combine in One Love, who is God. All Saints Day is the time to remember that we're on the same team as our relatives and friends who have gone before us. We're all in this together.

What does God's Team of Love need to achieve? What "game plan" can the team on earth use to achieve the goal? How can the saints of heaven and saints on earth work together?

Because the beatitudes are ways that Christ has given us to achieve the "game plan" of salvation, list some practical ways to accomplish each; for example, how can we be pure of heart, merciful, and happy despite persecution?

Activities

(choose one)

1. Choose a sport such as football, soccer, or cross country. Using the terminology and players of that sport, explain how God, the saints in heaven, and the saints on earth can achieve bringing all people into salvation, that is, into the circle of God's redeeming love. (The whole class could choose one sport, or several groups could choose different sports.)

2. Create a board game called "Saints," "God's Team," or "Kingdom" for younger students. 

      The aim of the game is to have the saints on earth and the saints in heaven achieve the same 

      goal.

Closing Prayer

Leader      Let us pray a short litany of saints to ask their help that we may continue the work they have begun.

Side 1

Holy Mary, Mother of God and of the church, help us be as attentive to God's Word as you were.

Side 2

Holy Angels of God, who continually adore God, help us put God first in our lives.

Side 1

Saint Joseph, patron of the dying, give blessings to all who are sick and dying.

Side 2

Holy Apostles, upon whom the church is built, help us "make church" by being involved in our parishes.

Side 1

Saint John the Baptist, who pointed the way to Jesus, make us signs that point to God.

Side 2

Saint Mary Magdalene, who proclaimed the resurrection, help us believe that good follows suffering.

Side 1

Saint Stephen, martyred for your belief and preaching, make us fearless

when we need to stand up for our values and beliefs.

Side 2

Saint Teresa of Avila and Saint Th6r6se of Lisieux, whose love of the church gave you the title "doctor," make us holy members of the church.

Side 1

Saint Elizabeth, who knew even the hidden presence of Christ, help us see Christ when he is hidden in unlikely persons and situations.

Side 2

Saint Martha, who worked hard in humble ways to serve the Lord, help us work hard at home to serve Christ in our family.

Side 1

Saint Maximilian Kolbe, priest who died in a concentration camp to save

the life of another, give us courage to sacrifice so that others may survive.

Side 2

Saint Elizabeth Seton, first native-bom saint from the United States, and pioneer in religious education, help all teachers and students learn more about Christ.

Side 1

All holy men and women, pray for us.

Side 2

All parents and grandparents, friends and relatives who see the Lord face to face, bring us one day to that same glory.

Leader

May we be your saints too in all that we say and in all that we do.

Continue your work in us and may all your saints in heaven guide us.

All:

Amen.
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