Out with the Old, In with the New – 8th Ordinary – Cycle B 

(Gospel) Mark 2:18-22 & (1st Reading) Hosea 2:16,17,21-22



Jacob -   
Good afternoon and welcome to the Jerusalem News.  This is Jacob Abraham reporting at noon.  Our top story today involves an objection recently raised by the Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptizer concerning the practice of fasting.  It appears that Jesus of Nazareth, along with his followers, have not been seen participating in this traditional religious practice.  Lets go live to our reporter on the streets, Rebekah Johnson, Rebekah?

Rebekah -
That’s right Jacob.  As you can see behind me, the Pharisees, dressed in green, and the disciples of John the Baptizer, dressed in goathair, have gathered in the marketplace and seem to be visibly upset.  Can you see them throwing their arms up in the air and see the bewildered looks on their faces?

Yes, Jacob, they are waiting to ask the controversial rabbi, Jesus of Nazareth, why he and his disciples have not been seen fasting.  As most of you know, fasting is a popular practice of showing remorse and sadness for the sins committed against God to show God that we, as a people, are truly sorry for the bad decisions we make.  Fasting, of course, is refraining from food and water from sundown of one day to sundown the next.  It is said that Jesus of Nazareth , who many say is the long-expected Messiah, began his public ministry with a 40-day fast in the desert, but his disciples have not been seen fasting from food or drink.

Oh wait!!!  I see Jesus approaching with some of his disciples!  It looks like the Pharisees and disciples of John are getting ready to ask him a question… The crowds are getting noisy. John’s disciples are motioning to the crowd for silence.

Pharisees -
Jesus!   Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not?

Jesus - 
Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?  As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.  But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them and then they will fast on that day.  (sidenote – Jesus words are the Gospel reading)
Rebekah - 
(softly)  The crowds are looking around confused.  Can you see their confused expressions?  Now Jesus is moving over by the cloth seller.  She’s the one surrounded by material.

Jesus -
No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak.  If he does its fullness pulls away, the new from the old and the tear gets worse.

Rebekah – 
(softly)  Now Jesus is moving to the winemakers shop.  The winemaker is the one scratching his head.

Jesus -
Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins.  Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the skins are ruined.  Rather, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins

Rebekah -
Jesus is smiling and touching people as he and his disciples move away from the scene.  This is remarkable Jacob.  Let me interview some people in the crowd.  I see the famous Dr. Obiwan Ben-Nobi, Jerusalem’s leading scientist.  He’s the one wearing glasses and flailing his arms about.  

Dr. Ben-Nobi, help us understand what Jesus meant.

Dr. -
(with a heavy Einstein accent)  Oh vell, Miss Johnson, happy to see you.  I vass especially intrrrrigued by the illustration of the vine.  You see, new vine releases gasses that eexpond witheen the confines of the space… or vessel, you might say, in vich eet ees poured.  So you see if you take a vessel, like an old breetle vineskeen, that cannot eexpond, the gasses from the vine vill eexpand until the vessel can no longer contain it and KABOOM!!!.  So, you must pour thees vine into new wessel, that is eelastic and pliable and stretchable, you see.  So when the gasses are released and the vessel expands, it will NOT go KABOOM, you see.

So, this Jesus of Nazareth is very wise and says “get reed of the old vessel– ….”  

(Rebekah softly says)
For our listeners, Dr. Ben-Nobi is pointing to his heart

Dr. -
and replace it with the new vessel to hold the new vine, you see.  Out with the old, in with the new.

Rebekah -
Thank you Dr. Ben-Nobi.  That was very insightful.  Here comes Martha  Mary, the foremost wedding planner in Jerusalem.  Martha, could you help us understand what Jesus said about fasting from the bridegroom angle.

Martha -
(exaggerated)  Thank you Rebekah.  As you know, weddings are especially festive and joyful.  Everyone, I mean everyone, is invited to attend.  No one is left out on these special occasions.  Weddings are certainly not occasions for fasting, but for feasting!  There is the best food and wine, dancing – certainly an occasion not to be missed.  The union between a husband and wife is very sacred and special and the whole community wants to be a part of this special beginning.  However, I’m really not sure what Jesus meant when he said the bridegroom is here.  No one contacted me about an upcoming wedding – and EVERYONE comes to me for help in planning their special day.

Rebekah -
Thank you Martha.  Oh look, here comes Rabbi Benjamin waving at us and carrying an armload of scrolls.  Rabbi Benjamin, can you help us understand what Jesus was saying?

Rabbi -
YESS! Rebekah, I think I am beginning to understand.  As I have been listening to your report, I was reminded that in holy scripture, our Lord refers to us, his people, as the bride and to himself as the bridegroom.  It reminds me of the writing of the prophet Hosea

Rebekah -
Rabbi Benjamin is excitedly unrolling one of his scrolls

Rabbi -
Yes, here it is!  Hosea has a prophecy from the Lord, let me read it to you

“and the Lord God saith.  I will espouse you to me forever (espouse of course means to marry, to make one their spouse), I will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy; I will espouse you in fidelity and you shall know the Lord.”   (sidenote - this is from the first reading)

Based on what Jesus said about the bridegroom, and what holy scripture says about God being the bridegroom, I believe that the prophecies have been fulfilled!  Jesus is telling us that the bridegroom, that is, God himself, is with us!!!  We have awaited the coming of the messiah for many generations, and Jesus is telling us that he is here now!!!  I’m beginning to understand.  Jesus of Nazareth must be the long-awaited messiah, the son of God!  So, Jesus must also be the new wine poured into the vessels of our hearts!!!  He is the new covenant, the new law, come to replace the old.

Rebekah -
Rabbi Benjamin is jumping up and down

Rabbi -
WOO HOO!!!!  Excuse me Rebekah, I’m going to find Jesus.  Out with the old, in with the New!!!

Rebekah -
Jacob.  This is truly amazing.  Jesus is the new wine, the messiah, and perhaps we need to think about preparing our hearts by getting rid of our old ways of thinking and our old sinful ways so we can receive his love.  Out with the old, in with the new.  Signing off this has been Rebekah Johnson live with Jerusalem News.  

(turning to leave) JESUS, JESUS, wait for me.  Now where did Jesus go.  I’m going to follow him too!

Station Leader

As Rebekah mentioned in the news report, we need to think about what ‘old’ habits we need to get rid of to make way for the new, Jesus.  As we approach Lent, let’s circle up with our families here and discuss a few ways we can spend this time of Lent in preparing for Jesus at Easter

Possible Questions for Family Discussion 

What season of the Church year do we fast?  Why?  Why do we fast for an hour before we receive the Eucharist?  

Along with our theme, “Out with the old, in with the new”  what behaviors and activities can we get rid of, or fast from, as a family….. individually…..

What behaviors can we replace these old things with that would bring us closer to each other as a family?     Closer to God?

After these questions, allow families to share with the group.

(This is a good time to review Lenten disciplines of fasting and abstinence.)

Cast: - 11-14 people – others/parents are ‘crowd’;  put names of characters in hat and have those who want to participate draw for characters





Anchor Newscaster – Jacob Abraham (seated with map behind him – has tie on)


Street Reporter – Rebekah Johnson (with microphone, has scarf on head)


Pharisees – (dress in green cloth) x 2


Disciples of John – (in goatskin) x 2


Jesus – (dress in white)


Disciples of Jesus – (robes) x 2


Dr. Obiwan Ben-Nobi  (thick glasses – science looking)


Rabbi Benjamin (carrying scrolls – can use piano rolls)


Martha Mary - Wedding Planner (carrying wedding album – has hat & scarf)


Cloth Seller – (seated on floor surrounded by material)


Winemaker – (holding grapes)
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