Bible Timeline Band and Laminated Card

The Timeline Band consists of colored beads that act as a memory device in memorizing the twelve historical periods of salvation history and the fourteen historical books. Each historical period is represented by a separate bead as indicated on the pocket-size card pictured below. It is best to laminate the card if you can. Each color was chosen to help remember a specific time period (i.e., turquoise is the color of earth viewed from space so it corresponds to “Creation and Early World”). Use the “Outlines of Bible Periods” file as a study guide with the Bible Timeline Band and card. It can be found in the “Scripture” folder on the Catholic Catechist site.

Directions for making the band (bracelet): 

Materials for each band:  1 leather or corded (strap) or band approx. 11 inches long.

                                         12 beads, one of each of the following colors: turquoise, burgundy, tan, green, 

                                         bone, purple, black, baby blue, yellow, clear, red and white and 2 extra “clear” 

                                         beads.

· String the beads in the order of the card shown above and tie off (make a knot) at each end. (in front of the first bead and at the end of the last bead)

· Slip one of the ends of the strap band into the two clear beads, then tie a knot. 

· Repeat with the other end of the strap, stinging it into the same two clear beads, then tying a knot.

· Slip the clear beads as far as you can to opposite ends of the strap until they are snug against the knots that you first tied at the first and last of the colored beads.

· You should have the colored beads on a single strap and the back of the band with two straps.

· You can also make a necklace with a longer strap.

· These materials can be found in most craft stores.
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Bible Timeline Band





Turquoise    History of the Early World • Genesis 1-11


                    The color of the earth viewed from space.





Burgundy    The Patriarchs • Genesis 12-50


                    God’s blood covenant with Abraham.





Tan              Israel in Egypt • Exodus, Numbers 


                    The desert experiences of Egypt & the Exodus





Green         Conquest of Canaan • Joshua  


                   The green hills of Canaan.





Bone          The Judges • Judges


                   The jawbone Samson used on the Philistines.





Purple        United Kingdom • 1 & 2 Samuel


                  The first kings of Israel: Saul, David, Solomon.





Black         Divided Kingdom • 1 Kings


                  Prophecy in Israel’s & Judah’s darkest period.





Baby Blue  The Exile • 2 Kings


                   Israel singing the blues in Babylon.





Yellow       The Return • Ezra, Nehemiah


                   Judah returning home to brighter days.





Clear          The Maccabean Revolt • 1 Maccabees


                   The oil used when the Temple was repurified.





 Red            Jesus The Messiah • Luke


                   The blood of the Lamb shed for the world.





 White        The Church • Acts


                   The light of the world.
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