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Thankfulness Search

· Theme: Thanksgiving

· Scripture: Luke 17:11-19

· Overview: Class members will search for items they’re thankful

for and discuss Luke 17:11-19

· Preparation: You’ll need paper, pencils, and Bibles.

Experience

Form groups of no more than four and give paper and pencils to each group.

Say: 

“You have four minutes to go around the church grounds and find 20 things your group is thankful for. List these things on your paper and be prepared to explain why your group is thankful for the things on your list. Go.”

Send everyone out to search. Remind kids to search quietly and to not disturb other groups or classes. When the foursomes return, have groups select representatives to report their discoveries and explain why they’re thankful for the items they listed. Kids’ lists might include things such as friends, nature, a building to worship in, and food.

Response

Have the person in each group whose favorite pizza topping is pepperoni read aloud Luke 17:11-19. Then have groups discuss these questions, one at a time. After each discussion, have a different representative report his or her group’s responses to everyone else.

Ask: 

“What were you thinking while you made your lists? Explain. How often have you thanked God for the things on your lists? Why is it sometimes easy to neglect thanking God for all He does? Why do you think the nine lepers in Luke 17:11-19 neglected to thank Jesus for healing them? How do you think Jesus felt when the one leper came back to thank Him? How can we help one another imitate the attitude of the thankful leper this week? This month? This year?”

Closing

Say:

“As we can see from our lists, we’ve got plenty to be thankful for. Let’s take time right now to thank God for all He does.”

Have foursomes pass their lists among themselves and take turns saying sentence prayers of thanks for the items they listed. If time allows, continue until all items have been read form all the lists.
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