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Giving Thanks

Focus

To give thanks for all that God has given us, especially our parents and families

(Be sure that all assignments have been made and that all required 

materials are on hand.)
Opening Song

Prayer

Gracious and generous God,

As the community of (school or parish),

we gather to give you thanks

for all the gifts we have been given

individually and as a community.

We give special thanks for our parents and families.

May we never forget to offer you thanks and praise

for all that you provide for us.

We ask this through the greatest gift, Jesus Christ our Savior.

All

Amen.

Reading

2 Corinthians 1:3-7

All

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial

Psalm 145 "I Will Praise Your Name" (Haas) or Psalm 33:

Response: Rejoice in the Lord!

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.

Praise befits the upright.

Praise the Lord with the lyre;

make melody to him with the harp often strings. Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings with loud shouts.

For the word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.

He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth.

He gathered the waters of the seas as in a bottle; he put the deeps in storehouses.

Let all the earth fear the Lord;

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

All

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Faith Reflection

Giving thanks is very common in the Scriptures. Paul gave thanks to God even for the trouble he had in his life. Jesus thanked God often and reminded his disciples and us to do the same. By acknowledging what God has given to us and done for us, we express our gratitude. Some days it is easy to be thankful; at other times we tend to forget what we have received. A day like "Thanksgiving Day" almost forces us to be thankful. The word "Eucharist" means "to give thanks." Challenge those present to be aware of one gift or treasure for which they are especially thankful. Ask them to show their gratitude for this soon.

Ritual Action

(The teenagers write down what they are thankful for on a small piece of paper. Collect the folded pieces of paper into a basket or baskets and have the basket(s) lifted high

during the intercessions.)

Intercessions

Response: We give you thanks, 0 Lord.

For the beauty of creation...

For our very life which comes from you alone...

For our ancestors and our freedom...

For our families and especially our parents...

For our friends...

Lord's Prayer

Blessing

Faithful and giving God,

as Paul thanked God constantly

for the people given to him as a sign of blessing, we too thank you for all your girls to us.

With your help and strength,

may we always be grateful

for all you have given us and done for us.

This we ask through Christ our Lord.

All

Amen.

Closing Song
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