The Parts of the Mass

TEACHER-DIRECTED ACTIVITY

Materials: flashcards, (see last page)

chalk, chalkboard

Purpose: To increase students’ understanding of the various elements in the Eucharistic celebration.

Game I
Directions

Make two columns on the chalkboard, labeling one “A” and the other “B”. In each column write the following words, but list them in different order in each column:

Homily

Gathering

Intercessions

Penitential Rite

Eucharistic Prayer

Second Reading

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Rite of Peace

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading

Offertory

Preface Acclamation

Memorial Acclamation

Profession of Faith

Divide the class into two teams, A and B. Place chalk near each column.

Say:

Two students, one from each team, will come up to the board at a time. I will read a clue from one of these cards, and you will try to identify which part of the Mass I’m describing. The first one to circle the correct answer wins a point for his team. The team with the most points at the end is the winner. Be sure not to get excited and shout out the answer from your seats, or your team will lose the point. We’ll take turns, so that for each clue, two different students will come up to the board.

After the game, tell the students that while the Liturgy has undergone changes over the years, the principal elements and order of the celebration have been the same since the first century! Read to them paragraph 1345 from the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Game II

Follow same directions as in Game I except, instead of using cards, read from a missalette one of the prayers from a part of the Mass and have team members try to identify to which part of the Mass it belongs.

Silent Activity

Shuffle one set of the cards. Have student sort the cards into proper order.


Homily

After the Gospel reading, the priest or deacon gives a teaching about the Scriptures and encouragement to the people to put God’s word into practice.

Intercessions

Just before we prepare for the Eucharist, we pray for the needs of the Church and the world.

Eucharistic Prayer

The summit, or peak, of the celebration, in which we give thanks to God, we ask his blessing on the gifts of bread and wine, and with the words of consecration Christ becomes sacramentally present under the appearances of bread and wine.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

This section of the Mass includes the Preparation of the Gifts, the Lord’s Prayer, the Breaking of the Bread, and Communion.

Liturgy of the Word

This follows the “Glory to God” prayer and includes readings from the Scripture.

Offertory

The bread and wine are brought to the altar, and contributions to the church and for the poor are collected from those assembled.

Memorial Acclamation

This prayer, spoken by the people during the Eucharistic Prayer, is a remembrance of Jesus’ death, Resurrection, and promise of his return.

Gathering

Christians come together in one place to worship God and receive Christ in the Eucharist. This time is often celebrated with a song.

Penitential Rite

Before we listen to the Word of God, we make a prayer to confess our sins and ask the Lord’s mercy.

Second Reading

This is from one of the New Testament Epistles.


Rite of Peace

The priest begins this with the words, “Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: I leave you peace, my peace I give to you.”

First Reading

This comes from the Old Testament, the Acts of the Apostles, or Revelation.

Preface Acclamation

Usually known as the “Holy, Holy, Holy”, this prayer of praise and thanksgiving comes at the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer.

Profession of Faith

We say the words of the Nicene Creed, which begins, “We believe in one God.”
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Intermediate  (  The Celebration of the Christian Mystery  -  CCC 1345-55








