Coming From the Tomb

Introduction

This service focuses on one of the most dramatic and moving stories in the Gospel of John. Jesus raises his close friend Lazarus from the dead. Explain to children that all of us will be raised up to new life through the power of Jesus.

The story of Lazarus fives us hope.

To Prepare

Using posterboard, draw a large cross and place it on or near your prayer table. Also have available small pieces of paper for each child, pencils or pens, tape, a bible (open to John 11:1-45) and a votive candle.

Leader

All during Lent, we are moving toward Easter when we will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Lent is also our time to prepare for being raised up. Just as Jesus called his friend Lazarus from the tomb, he calls us to new life.

All

Give us new life, Jesus, our risen savior, this Lent and always.

Reader One

Jesus said to his followers, “Did I not assure you that if you believed in me you would see the glory of God?” Then they took away the stone…..and Jesus called out loudly, “Lazarus, come out!”

All

Give us new life, Jesus, our risen savior, this Lent and always.

Reader Two

You called yourself the resurrection and the life, Jesus. Help us to celebrate every day of our lives with joy and thanksgiving.

All

Give us new life, Jesus, our risen savior, this Lent and always.

Reader Three

Help us to be grateful for the wonderful gifts you give us: our family life, our home, our friends, our school, and our parish.

All

Give us new life, Jesus, our risen savior, this Lent and always.

Leader

Help us to believe as Lazarus and his sisters did, that you will raise us up from selfishness and greed to generosity and love. Show us the way, Jesus, as we now pray.

Pause for a moment of silent prayer.

Leader

We believe that you are the resurrection and the life. We ask you please, Jesus, to call us forth as you called your friend, Lazarus.

All

You are the way, the truth, and the life for us, Jesus. Call us forth this Lent and always. Amen.

Lenten Action

In the story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead, it is written that Jesus wept at the tomb of his friend because he loved him so much. Invite children to write a four-line reflection about their reaction to the tears of Jesus. This can be a poem, a prayer, a statement, a question, etc.

When all are written, attach them to the large paper cross on or near your prayer table.

Optional Activity

Divide children into groups of three and challenge each group to plan and then perform a role-play of the raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45). They can choose any part of the story and they should try to present it in a contemporary manner. Allow ten minutes or so for planning and then have children perform their role-play for the total group.
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