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Edible Evergreen Wreaths

32 large marshmallows

6 Tablespoons butter

½ teaspoon vanilla

½ teaspoon almond extract

1 teaspoon green food coloring

4 cups of corn flakes

red cinnamon candies

Melt marshmallows and butter in large double boiler over low heat. Mix in the flavorings and food coloring. Add corn flakes and stir well. Take a spoonful of the mixture, drop onto waxed paper, and form into  small wreaths. Decorate with cinnamon candies before the wreaths harden.
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Christmas Stars

Give each member of your family or class a star made out of shiny, bright paper, decorated with glitter. (You can also use the recipe for cinnamon stars below.) Invite them to think of all the ways they are light for one another. Place these stars on a bulletin board (or tri-fold poster) or on a bare branch in the middle of the table during the Advent season. At Christmas, place the stars on the Christmas tree. (or have the children take them home for their own trees.)

A variation of this ritual would be to present a star to those who have been “stars” for you during the past year. You can write a brief note of thanks on the back of the star, or a prayer for blessings in the coming year.

· Use this recipe to make cinnamon stars (non-edible):

1 cup ground cinnamon

4 tablespoons craft glue

¾ cup water

Mix ingredients together and refrigerate four two hours. Roll t o ¼ inch thickness and cut out shapes with a star cookie cutter. Using a drinking straw, make a hole in the top to hang the ornament. Dry at room temperature for two days, turning twice each day, or place on a cookie sheet and bake in a 250 degree oven for several hours.

· Read Matthew 2:1-10 and 1 Corinthians 15: 35-41.
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