First Stone and Forgiveness Prayer Experience 20

(45 minutes)

This prayer experience reflects on Christ's message not to judge others.

Objectives


·
To be reminded that persons are not to judge others, for no one

        is without sin

·
To let the participants decorate their "first stone" as a concrete reminder not to judge others

Materials

 
[] a Bible

[] light-colored stones, about 2 to 5 inches across, one for each person (These stones can be gotten from a stream, a garden center, or a landscaper.)

 [] permanent markers and paint pens

 [] a large poster board with a circle drawn on it

 [] a candle

 [] matches

Activity


Begin the activity by reading the following prayer:

·
Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone. Lord, too often we forget and we throw stones at others. It is easier to judge the weaknesses of others, rather than acknowl​edge our own. Let us not judge lest we be judged. Help us to remember to concentrate on doing unto others what we would want them to do unto us.

Next read  John 8:1-11.

Then give everyone a stone along with markers and paint pens. Ask each  

person to write their name on their stone and draw a cross on the stone. 

Don't use paint because it won't dry quickly enough.

Closing

Place the poster board, circle side up, on the center of the floor and ask everyone to sit around it. 

Read the following guided reflection:

Close your eyes . . . slowly take three deep breaths . . . and relax. Picture yourself standing with the crowd as Jesus says, "'Whichever one of you has committed no sin may throw the first stone'" [John 8:7]. Can anyone here throw the first stone? . . . Can you sense how the other bystanders feel? . . . How do you feel? . . . How do you think the woman feels? . . . Slowly take three deep breaths . . . and when you are ready, open your eyes. [Light the candle.]

As I place this candle and the Bible in the center of this circle, I would like you to hold hands with your stones also in your hands, to remind you of the sin we all have.

Now read Matt. 18:21-35.

 Invite the young people to take their stone home and put it in a place where they will see it often. Tell them to remember that  

 it is their first stone--the one they will never throw--and that it should remind them to forgive, not to judge. Conclude by 

 saying together the Lord's Prayer.    
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Optional notes from Doreen:

· Play the song, “No Stone to Throw, “ by Sierra

· Act out “Casting the First Stone” found in “Do It!” Active Learning In Youth Ministry book by Thom and Joani Schultz, 

Group Books, page 60.

· Show the video clip from the  movie “Jesus of Nazareth” (casting the first stone scene), followed by a fast-forward to the present time by viewing the video clip from Message In The Music, (The Chordant Distribution Group, P.O. Box 5084, Brentwood, TN 37027) “No Stone To Throw” by Sierra. 

