Reconciliation

Purpose

To experience separation and reconciliation

Materials

For each person: ·

Bible

       3x5 card · pencil

Action

Have group members form a circle. (This can be done in one large group if the room permits, otherwise form groups of six to eight people.) 

Have people place their arms around each other as you say: This experience may seem uncomfortable and you may even feel like laughing at times. But please use this as a worshipful time to experience what can happen to us as God's people.

Say: Being a part of a group can be lots of fun because we can enjoy the feeling of togetherness. But it doesn't al​ways work that way.

Pause for a moment. Then continue with this experi​ence:

Say:  Sometimes we separate ourselves from each other and can't enjoy the love God intends for us.

 (Short pause)

If you have been part of a group and have ever let that group down, I'd like you to drop your arms to your sides. (Pause)

Sometimes we say things that are harmful to other peo​ple. (Short pause)

I'd like anyone who's ever said something harmful to another member of a group to take a step backward. (Pause)

 Often we exclude others from our group. (Short pause) 

If anyone has ever excluded another person from a group or made someone feel left out, please take a step backward. (Pause)

Sometimes we say things that aren't true. We deny mak​ing a mistake, or we're afraid to tell somebody something. (Short pause)

If this has ever happened to you, I'd like you to turn and face away from the center of the circle. (Pause)

Sometimes we pretend not to see the needs of other people. (Short pause)

If there have been times you've ignored the needs of others and remained apart from them, I'd like you to close your eyes and keep them closed. (Pause)

We're meant to be together, yet at times our actions keep us apart. (Short pause)

If you've ever helped someone with a need, I'd like you to turn around. (Pause)

It's important to listen to people. (Short pause)

If you've ever taken the time to listen to a friend who had a problem, I'd like you to take one step in. (pause)

We build people up when we welcome them and make them feel included. (Short pause)

If you've ever made someone feel welcome and a part of things, open your eyes. (Pause)

Confession to one another can tear down walls. (Short pause)

If you've ever shared a way that you failed someone,

even if it was hard to do, take another step in. (Pause) God asks us to forgive one another. (Short pause)

If you've ever forgiven someone, place your arms around the people beside you.

Suggest the kids give each other a group hug.

Reflection

Form groups of six to eight. In their groups, have kids each respond to these questions:

· How did you feel during the first half of the experi​ence? (Some may say, "Self-conscious" or "I felt okay when I realized I wasn't the only one who'd blown it.")

· How did you feel during the second half of the ex​perience? (Some may say, "I felt relieved" or "It felt warm and cozy to be back together again.")

Interpretation

In their groups, have kids each respond to these questions:

· How is this experience like what happens in our re​lationships with other people? (Some may say, "The dumb stuff we do does stand in the way sometimes" or ':Admitting a mistake might bring me and my mom together.")

· What actions and words separate you from others? (Some may say, "When people don't talk to me at youth group" or "When I talk about people behind their backs.")

· What actions and words bring people together? (Some may say, "Praise" or "When someone smiles and says 'hi' to me in the hall.")

Application

Make sure everyone has a Bible. Have kids look up Galatians 5:19-21. As a group, have them think of examples at school, home, work and in the world that illustrate the pas​sage.

Next have them read Galatians 5:22-25. Encourage kids each to choose one fruit of the Spirit to put into action this week--one that will bring them closer to someone. Have kids each write that fruit on a 3 x 5 card and write the way they'll put it into action. For example: "Patience: I'll be more patient with my little sister by not yelling at her and by  letting her borrow my tapes."

Used with permission from Group Publishing / The experience in the Aclion seclion is reprinled from The Giving Book by Paul M. Thompson and Joani Schullz. Copyrighf John Knox Press 1985. Used by permission of Westminister/John Krx~ Press.

