Stories/Legends of Valentine

The martyrdom of 3 different saints are celebrated on February 14th.

Does anyone know their names?

St. Valentine

Who was Valentine?  That is not an easy question to answer.

It seems the legends of Valentine may be a combination of the lives of 2 or 3 different men martyred around 270 A.D.

One story is as follows:

Valentine was a Roman priest who refused to give up his following of Jesus and helping other Christians.  He was arrested and imprisoned.  Emperor Claudius II took a liking to Valentine.  Valentine then tried to convert the Emperor Claudius.  He was put to death.

Another legend says Valentine was a priest who married young Christian couples.  The emperor did not allow couples to marry because he wanted more men to fight in his armies. He thought if they were married they would not want to be in his armies.  Valentine, a priest, secretly married the couples.  Because of this kind practice, he was caught and dragged to Rome to be put to death.

The third story is that Valentine was a priest as well as a physician (doctor).  He practiced medicine in a small room in his home.  Valentine always made a special effort to offer his patients medicines that tasted delicious.  He would mix the bitter herbs with wine, milk, or honey for the sick or injured.  Valentine was a also a priest.  He would lead others in prayer.  He often prayed for the health of his patients.  One day a Roman jailer knocked at Valentine’s door.  He had with him his blind daughter.  The soldier had heard of Valentine’s spiritual and medical healings.  Valentine knew blindness was very difficult to treat, but he gave the jailer his word he would do his best.  He examined the little girl and gave her ointment for her eyes and scheduled her to come back for more visits.  After many weeks, the jailer’s daughter was still sightless.  The jailer and his continued to have faith and returned each week.  One day, Roman soldiers arrested Valentine and destroyed his medicines.  The father of the blind girl heard of Valentine’s arrest, but he could do nothing.  Valentine understood.  He knew he was to be killed soon and asked for paper, ink, and a pen.  He is said to have written a farewell note to the little girl and signed it “From your Valentine.”  Valentine was executed later that day February 14, 270 A.D.  It is said the jailer’s daughter opened the note.  Valentine had put a yellow crocus inside and she could see the words and colors for the first time.  A miracle.

