Katherine Drexel was born in 1858 in Philadelphia.  Has anyone ever been to Philadelphia?  Katherine’s mom died soon after she was born.  Their aunt and uncle raised her and her older sister for 2 years before their dad remarried.  When Katherine was 5 years old another sister was born, Louise.  

When Katherine was 12 years old she taught Sunday school and helped her step mom help the poor.

When Katherine was 21 her mother because sick with cancer and Katherine took care of her for 3 years.  During that time Katherine kept thinking of religious life.  This meant that she was thinking of making it her job to serve God all the time.  A friend told her to “think, pray and wait” 

Two years later Katherine’s father died and left all the money he had to her and her sister Elizabeth.  Katherine found out how badly Indians were being treated and how poorly they lived.  She decided to help them out by building schools on the reservations where Indians lived.  A reservation is a place where Indians that wanted to continue their own customs could live without the white man bothering them.  She would give food, clothing, furniture and money to pay for teachers on the reservations.   She also brought in priests to help the Indians learn about Jesus and God.  

When Katherine saw the suffering of the black people she decided to help them too.

Katherine decided to spend all her life in service to God and others and became a nun.  This meant that she started wearing a habit (show picture).  She continued to open school and help the black and Indian people.

Katherine Drexel died in 1955.  You may have had grandparents that lived at the same time as her.  Maybe even your mom and dad.
