
Juan Diego was born in 1474.  He was an Aztec Indian and lived in Mexico.  He was a laborer, this meant that he made things with his hands like pots, rugs and did things like farming.  Juan had a little land with a small house and he was married.  His wife died after a while and Juan went to live with his uncle.  Even though he had land and a house, Juan was very poor and there were many things he couldn’t do.  He had to walk bare-footed because he was so poor.  Only wealthier people had shoes.  Juan also had an old cloak made of cactus fibers, rather than cotton like you and I wear.  It wasn’t the warmest but it did help protect him.  


Juan loved God very much and would walk a long ways just to go to church.  On day on his way to church he hear music and saw a glowing cloud with a rainbow around it.  A woman’s voice called to him.  There he saw a beautiful young woman dressed like and Aztec princess.  She was the Virgin Mary and asked Juan to tell the Bishop to build a church on the hill where she was.  She wanted Juan to come back after speaking with the Bishop.  We have a Bishop, does anyone know his name?  

Well, Juan went to talk to the Bishop but he didn’t believe him.  Juan was a poor man and so the Bishop didn’t take him seriously.  To put Juan off, the Bishop asked Juan to bring proof of the Lady’s identity.  Juan was not able to meet with Mary and tell her what the Bishop said because his Uncle got sick and was dying.  Juan was going to bring a priest to his uncle.  However, the lady met Juan on the path he was walking and told him that his uncle had been cured.  She then told Juan to climb to the top of the hill where they first met.  Juan was shocked to see flowers growing in frozen soil.  Do we see very many flowers in the winter?  Why not?

Juan gathered some flowers in his cloak and took them to the bishop at once.  He told the Bishop what happened and opened his cloak.  The flowers that fell to the ground were a special kind of rose that did not grow in Mexico.  The bishop didn’t notice the roses because he was looking at an image that was inside of Juan’s cloak—an image of the Lady Juan had seen was imprinted on his cloak.  

Soon after, a church was built on the site where our Lady appeared.  Because the cloak was so very special, the church hung it up for all people to admire.  Juan gave his house to his uncle and moved into a chapel next to the cloak with the image.  He was 74 when he died.

Questions:

Why didn’t the Bishop believe Juan?  (poor)  How would you feel if you were Juan?  How did Juan respond? (he didn’t get angry—went to do as the bishop asked)
