Mary was born in Jerusalem and grew up as any Jewish girl would.  She learned to sew, cook and study the Bible.  Mary loved God very much and prayed to him every night.  

When she was 14 and living in Nazareth she was visited by the archangel Gabriel who announced that she would become the mother of Jesus, the promised Messiah.  She married St. Joseph and went to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, who was bearing St. John the Baptist.  When Mary got near Elizabeth, the child in her stomach left for joy.  He recognized he was in the presence of the Messiah.

The Emperor Augustus declared a census throughout the Roman Empire.  Since Joseph was from Bethlehem he and Mary had to travel there in order to be counted in the census.  A census is when people are counted.  While in Bethlehem Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable.  All rooms at the inns were full and nothing remained but a stable with a manger.  

Mary raised Jesus like any other Jewish boy.  He was a perfect child who rarely got into trouble.  However, one day Mary was not able to find him.  She searched for 3 days and could not find him.  Mary searched for him everywhere.  She finally found him in the Temple with the older men, discussing God.  He was asking many questions and impressed the men with his knowledge.  

Mary was also present when Jesus performed his first recorded miracle.  They were at a wedding at Cana when they ran out of wine.  Jesus turned water into wine to save the host embarrassment.

Mary was also present at the crucifix in Jerusalem.  There she was given to John’s care.  We celebrate the birthday of Mary on September 8th.

