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May:

A Testimony To Mary

Background Notes

Many seasonal parish rituals are no longer as popular as they were years ago. One such ritual is the traditional "May Crowning." At one time it was common to have the first communion children process to a prominently positioned statue of Mary with a little girl placing a crown of flowers on the head of the statue. This procession was accompanied by Marian songs.

The following substitute for a May crowning might be celebrated as part of an end-of-year session, or it might also be celebrated with the larger parish on a weekend in May. Another option is to celebrate it on a feast of Mary, for example the Immaculate Conception or the Assumption.

Preparation

The ritual, as it unfolds here, depends upon "testimony" from a number of participants in the group. You might also want to invite parish women (youth ministers, catechists, or mothers) to do some of the testimonies. You may want to re-write the content of them if different wording seems more appropriate for your group. The content below can at least be used as a resource for discussion and as a model for the testimonies you write with your own group.

Another option would be to invite girls and women in your parish to give testimony about how Mary may have felt at the various stages of her life.

Time to Listen

Leader

Mary is very special. Christians have felt this since the first years of Christianity. She is special because she gave flesh to the mystery of God who chose to live among us. She is the Mother of Jesus and therefore the Mother of God. In her we find the best of human and spiritual qualities, ones we can certainly imitate.

Some among us will now testify to the wonder and greatness of Mary.

First Testimony

Mary, you are the mother of Jesus. The mystery of God became flesh within you. You gave birth to the one destined to be Savior and Lord. You took care of the human needs of Jesus as he grew from a baby to a young boy, and from adolescence into manhood. You did not always know where events were leading you and your child, but you were willing to believe and to struggle to find God's purpose in all that happened.

All

Mary, please help our parents as they struggle to find meaning and mystery in their lives and in the lives of their children.

Second Testimony

Mary, you were the teacher of Jesus. Under your guidance he grew in age, wisdom, and grace. He received his religious education at your knee, at your table, in your home. The wonderful human characteristics Jesus possessed he learned from you: love, concern, caring about others. So many examples he used in his preaching and teaching came from you, because he had watched you and helped you as you baked, cooked, and sewed.

All

Mary, please be close to our parents as they guide us and teach us to grow in faith.

Third Testimony

Mary, you were friend and neighbor to the people in Nazareth. What you were like in your everyday relationships is clear from what your son became and what he taught. He asked everyone to look out for the needs of others, to be concerned about their "neighbor." It was that kind of concern for others that you showed at the wedding at Cana.

All

Mary, help us be good friends and neighbors, responding to the needs of others, especially when tempted to be selfish, narrow-minded, or prejudiced.

Fourth Testimony

Mary, you were the greatest of all homemakers. Besides your day-to-day chores, you faced life's challenges in an outstanding way. You survived times of fear, for example when Herod searched for your child. When Jesus was lost in Jerusalem, you did not panic. Instead, you looked for an answer to the mystery. You stood close by when your son was being put to death. And after his death you received his body into your arms. You showed strength, courage, and a searching faith as a woman, mother, and homemaker.

All

Holy Mary, pray for us as we do our daily chores at home, and also when we face difficulties and special challenges away from home.

Fifth Testimony

Mary, you are our mother today. As Jesus hung on the cross, he gave all of us to you as your children and he gave you to us. Stay close to us in our times of need. Show yourself to us as mother, just as you did long ago to Jesus.

All

Mother Mary, pray for us. Mother Mary, protect us. Keep us close to your son, Jesus. Make us good members of your family, the church.

Response

Invite participants to write prayer responses to or about Mary in their own words. Allow ten minutes or so for this.

Closing Prayer

Use here the prayers written by the young people, and then close by praying together the Magnificat, Mary's own "proclamation" to her cousin, Elizabeth.

Right Side

My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my savior.

Left Side

For God has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

Right Side

From age to age God has shown mercy to those who honor him. and stretched out his mighty arm to scatter the proud.

Left Side

God has brought down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. God has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

Right Side

God has remembered to show mercy to Abraham and to all his descendants forever. Amen.
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