Corpus Christi

Genesis 14:18  "But Melchisadech, the King of Salem, bringing forth bread and wine, for he was a priest of the Most High God,"

Melchisadech Was not Noe's son Sem; for his genealogy is given in Scripture, Heb 7:6.  Nor is he God the Son, for they have been compared together; nor was he the Holy Spirit, as some have asserted, but a virtuous Gentile who adored the True God, and was King of Salem.  Salem in the ancient name for Jerusalem.  He was a Priest of an order different from that of Aaron, offering in sacrifice bread and Wine, a figure of Christ's Sacrifice in the Mass; as the fathers constantly affirm.  St Jerome says, "Melchisadech offered not bloody victims, but dedicated the sacrament of Christ in bread and wine...a pure sacrifice."

1 COR 11:23 "For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed took Bread,"

Verse 23:  I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD.....That is, by revelation from Christ, as well as from others, who were present with Him, that which also I delivered to you by word of mouth, etc.  Here he speaks of the Holy Sacrament itself, of the words of consecration, as the Evangelists had done, and of the Real Presence of Christ's Body and Blood.  

WHICH SHALL BE DELIVERED FOR YOU...In the common Greek copies, WHICH IS BROKEN FOR YOU, to wit on the Cross.  You shall show the death of the Lord.  As often as you receive, it shall be with devout and grateful rememberance of His sufferings and death for your sake.  He puts everyone in mind, that whosoever shall eat this bread (vs 27) so called from the outward appearances, or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall, by such a sacrilege, be guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord.  And (vs 29) that he eats and drinks judgement, or condemnation to himself, not discerning the difference between celestial food and other meats, and not considering it to be truly the body of the Lord.  If the words of our Savior, "this is My Body" were to be understood in a metaphorical and figurative sense only, is it probable that St. Paul, writing 24 years afterwards, to the  new converted Gentiles at Corinth, would have used words, which full as clearly express a true and real presence of Christ's Body in the Eucharist, without one word to signify that this was to be understood in a figurative sense only?

1 COR 11:24  "And giving thanks, broke, and said, Take ye and eat: This is My Body, which shall be delivered for you, do this for the commemoration of Me."

Juvenius, a native of Spain, and a priest, who flourished under Constantine the Great, about the year 329, has left us the life of Christ in hexameter verse, where speaking of the institution of the Eucharist, he says, "Christ taught His disciples, that He delivered to them His own Body;"  and when He gave them the Chalice, He taught them that He had distributed to them His Blood: and said, "This Blood remits sins of the people: Drink this, it's Mine."

Many Protestants confess, that this renowned prince of Chanaan, was also a priest; but they will not allow that his sacrifices consisted of bread and wine.  In what then?  for a true priest must offer some real sacrifice.  if Christ therefore, be a priest for ever according to the order of  Melchisadech, whose sacrifice was not bloody, as those of Aaron were, what other sacrifice does he now offer, but that of His own Body and Blood in the Holy Mass, by the ministry of His priests?  For he was the priest.  This is plainly referred to bringing forth, which shows that word to be sacrificial, as in Judges 6:18.

The Hebrew may be ambiguous.  But all know that "vau" means "For" as well as "and."  Thus the English Bible had it, 1552, "For he was the priest."  If Josephus takes notice only of Melchisadech, offering Abram and his men corporal refreshment, we need not wonder he was a Jewish priest, to whom the order of Melchisadech might not be agreeable.  It is not indeed improbable, but Abram might partake of the meat, which had been offered in thanksgiving by Melchisadech; and in the same sense his words are true.  But there would be no need of observing that he was a priest on this account; as this was a piece of civility expected from princes on similar occasions. See Duerteronomy 23:4; 2 Kings 17:27


This Sunday's Gospel, the Feeding of the 5000, is the only miracle that appears in all four Gospels.   I think all of you have read my commentary on John 6, but in case you havn't, you can read it on this web site:
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