Sixth Sunday of Easter C

Apostolic Foundation.  Revelations 21:14  "And the wall of the city had twelve foundations  (themelious), and in them the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb."

In Revelations 21:14 we can clearly see the Apostolic Foundation of the Church, where Christ builds the Church on the Apostles.  The Apostolic foundation consists of the Original twelve Apostles, Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James of Alpheus, Simon the Zealot, Jude Thaddeus, and Judas Iscariot; less Judas Iscariot who committed suicide after betraying Jesus; and was replaced by Mathaias after the triumphant Ascension of our Blessed Lord into Heaven.

In the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles Peter is mentioned 

Our Gospel begins with verse 23, I am giving you verse 22, so you can better understand Jesus' answer.

John 14:22-25  "Judas said to Him, not the Iscariot, Lord, how is it, that you would manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?  Jesus said to his disciples: "Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me."

"Lord, how is it?"  Literally it says, What is done, or, what will be done, that you are about to manifest yourself to us, and not to the world.

"This Apostle imagined, that the Messiah would make manifest His glory of a temporal Kingdom, not to them only, but to all the world.  But Christ, by His answer, lets him know, that He spoke only of a manifestation of His love to those that loved Him.  If any man love Me, My Father will love him, and we will come to him, that is, the three Divine Persons, will come to his soul, in a special manner, so as to bless him with an infusion of graces, and make our abode in his soul."-Dr. Robert Witham

John 14:26  ""I have told you this while I am with you.  The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you."

The Advocate, also called the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in Jesus' name, as proceeding from both the Father and the Son; and therefore Christ says in the next chapter (15:26) that He Himself will send Him from the Father.  He will teach you all things.  He will give you a more perfect knowledge of all those truths, which I have taught you.

"Teach you all things...Here the Holt Spirit is promised to the Apostles, and to their successors, particularly, in order to teach them all truth, and to preserve them from error."-Sigonius

"The Scripture, in different places, remarks, that the Apostles did not understand the 
accomplishment of prophecies, as soon as they were fulfilled.  (See Luke 24:27)  They could not draw the comparison between the actions of our Savior, and the figures of the old law; but no sooner had the Holy Spirit descended upon them, than they explained the Scriptures, their hearts and eyes being opened and enlightened, by light of the Holt Spirit."-Calmet

John 14:28  "You have heard that I said to you: I go away, and I come again to you.  If you loved me, you would indeed be glad, because I go to the Father: for the Father is greater than I."

The Father is greater than I...According to the common exposition, Christ here speaks of Himself, as made man, which interpretation is drawn from the circumstances of the text, Christ being at that time, going to suffer, and die, and shortly after rise again, and ascend into Heaven, all which agree with Him, as man, and according to His human nature.

But the Arians can take no advantage from these words, nor can the present day Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses, ) though with divers of the ancient Fathers, we should allow them to be spoken of Christ, as the Son of God) the Father may be said in some manner to be greater than the Son, if we consider the order of the Divine processions, that is, that the Father is the first Person, and proceeds from no other; whereas the Son proceeds from the Father.  If any one, says St. John Chrysostom, "will contend that the Father is greater, inasmuch as He is the cause, 
from which the Son proceeds, we will bear with Him, as this way to speaking: provided He grant that the Son is not of a different substance, or nature."

St. Athanasius allows the same, and takes notice that though the Father is said to be greater, yet he is not said to be better, nor more excellent than the Son; because they are one and the same in substance, nature, and other perfections.

Dr. Witham says, "The enemies of the divinity of Christ here triumph, and think they have the confession of Christ Himself, that he is less than the Father.  But if they would distinguish the two natures of Christ. their arguments would all fall to the ground.  Jesus Christ, as man, and a creature, is inferior to His Father, the Creator; but as God, He is, in every respect, equal to Him.:

St. Basil, St. Augustine, and others, likewise, answer it thus:  "Following the confused opinion of the world, and even of the Apostles themselves, who as yet only considered Christ as a prophet, and as a man, eminent in virtue and sanctity, He was less than the Father.

St. john Chrysostom says, "And likewise the title of Father, (as we generally use the word) is greater, and more honorable, than that of the Son; and in this respect, Christ is inferior to His Father."

St. Athanasius, St. Hillary of Pointers, St. Epiphaneus, St. Gregory of Nazianzus, and St. Cyril all agree, "-but this appellation, though really true, does not destroy the equality of the persons, because Christ has declared in numerous other places, that He is equal to the Father; that He is in the Father; and that He and the Father are One."

The Apostles ought to have rejoiced that Christ was going to the Father, who was superior to Him, considering Him in His human nature; because, then, would the Son show forth His honor and glory to be equal to the Father's, in Heaven.  This would have been a mark of pure, solid, and disinterested love, which should have inspired the Apostles, if they truly loved their Divine Master.

Calmet says, Protestants assume to themselves the liberty of making the Bible only, the exclusive rule of faith, yet refuse this privilege to others.  Thus Luther insisted, that his catechism should be taught, and followed.  Calvin burnt Michael Servetus for explaining his faith, by his own private interpretation of the Bible, particularly of these words, "the Father is greater than I."

The Church of England compels every clergyman to swear to the Thirty-Nine Articles, and has inflicted the severest penalties on such as interpreted the Bible according to the principles of Socinus; and on Catholics, who understand the words of Jesus Christ, "This is My Body: This is My Blood," in the literal and obvious sense of the words.  As long as each individual is at liberty to expound Scripture by the private spirit, it is a great injustice to compel any one, by penal laws, to yield his judgment to any authority, that is not less fallible than His own.
