Fifth Sunday of Easter C

Acts 14:21  They strengthened the spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, "It is necessary for us to undergo many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God."

"Our daily offenses require the paternal chastisement of the Almighty.  The concupiscence of the flesh too, which wills against the spirit, must be subdued by punishment.  We then to you, lovers of this world, who wish to pass your lives without tribulations, enemies of the Cross.  Senseless creatures, is the disciple above his master?  Did it not become Christ first to suffer, and thus to enter into His glory?  And shall we pretend to enter by say other means?"-H. Dennis Carthus

Acts 14:22  "And when they had ordained for them priests in every Church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, in whom they believed."

The Protestant translation, following the grammatical etymology of the Greek word "Presbyter," always puts "elders."  Yet they of the Church of England allow, and maintain, that by this Greek word in this, and many other places, are signified the ministers of God, known by the name of Bishops or priests, according to the ecclesiastical use of the same word.  It is evident that here are not meant elders, as to age and years.  Nay, though we adhere to the grammatical signification, we should rather translate priests, since the English word priest, as well as the French word "pretre," come from presbyter.  We may also take notice, that the Calvinists here translate "Ordained by election," pretending by the derivation of the Greek word, that church ministers were only chosen, and deputed by the votes and suffrages of people; and not by any ordination, or consecration by a bishop; nor by any character or sacrament of order.  But their argument from this Greek word is frivolous, and groundless as has been shown by Mr. Bois on this verse, by Mr. Legh in his "Critica Sacra."-Dr. Robert Witham

"We see from this text, first, that Saints Paul and Barnabas were Bishops, having authority to confer Holy Orders; second, that there was even then a difference between Bishops and priests; and third, that fasting and praying were constant preparatives for Holy Orders."-Bartholocci

Acts 14:24  "Then they traveled through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia.  After proclaiming the word at Perga they went down to Attalia."

This Antioch was a seaport in Pamphylia.

Acts 14:25  "From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work they had now accomplished."

The work they accomplished refers to their ministry and their Apostolic mission by the grace of God; that is, where they had been first chosen by the direction of the Holy Spirit, ordained priests and Bishops, and had received power and grace to discharge their offices of Apostles.

Rev 21:1  Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth.  The former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more."

"New by their form and qualities, but not by their substance.  The first Heaven and the first earth had passed away; being changed, not as to their substance, but in their qualities."-Sigonius

Rev 21:2  "I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."
.
Coming down out of heaven from God...The citizens of this city are the Angels and Saints, the ornaments and inhabitants of this New Jerusalem, the Church Triumphant.  If the world of the old Adam has appeared so beautiful, so magnificent, my goodness, what do you think will be the riches of that which is  made for Jesus, the second Adam, and His Baptized members?

"O Jesus!  Father of the world to come, render us worthy of this new and everlasting world, and give us a disgust, a mortal hatred, for that which perishes, and which is the cause for our perdition."-Prayer by Rev.  George Leo Haydoc

Rev 21:3  "I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race.  He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their God."
.
"Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race, inasmuch as God's elect shall dwell with Him forever and ever."-Dr. Robert Witham

John 13:31  "When Judas had left them, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him.  If God is glorified in him"

In other words, the time is at hand, when Jesus shall be glorified by miracles at His Passion, Death, Resurrection, Ascension, etc.

John 13:34  I give you a new commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also should love one another."

The commandment of mutual love had been previously given, but evidently misconstrued and abridged by the Jews to only their friends, this life, status, etc.  Jesus here takes it to another level, He renews this commandment and enlarges it after the form of His own love towards us, and gives grace to observe it.
