Third Sunday of Easter C

John 21:3  "Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing."  They said to him, "We also will come with you."  So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing."

"How comes it that Peter, after his conversion should return to his fishing, when Jesus Christ had said, that he that sets his hand to the plough, and looks back, is not worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven?  The employments they applied to before their conversion, without being guilty of sin, these they might, without fault, exercise, after their conversion; therefore Peter returned to his fishing; but St. Matthew never returned to his custom-house, because when once converted, we never can be allowed to give ourselves to these employments, which of themselves lead to sin.  And there are many pursuits which can scarcely, or not at all, be followed without sin."-Pope St. Gregory the Great, homily 24

John 21:5  "Jesus said to them, "Children, have you caught anything to eat?"
They answered him, "No."
.
The Greek and Latin literally signifies the question as, "Have you anything to eat.

John 21:7  "So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord."
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea."
.
St. John Chrysostom says, we may here see the different characters of the two Apostles, Peter and John.  St. Peter is more ardent, St. John more sublime; St. Peter more vehement, St. John more penetrating; for these reasons, St. John was the first to know Christ, Peter the first to hasten to Him.  Taken from St. John Chrysostom, homily 86

John 21:8  "The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish."
.
"The Evangelist praises St. Peter, and excuses the other Apostles; all come to Christ; St. Peter leaving his boat, his companions, his nets and prey, arrives more expeditiously; the others with the impediments of the boat and nets, also arrive, but not as readily; a just figure this of religious, who leave all to go directly yo God, and those who remain in the world, and have to navigate a treacherous element with immanent danger of shipwreck."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

John 21:9  "When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread."
.
The fish caught in the net had not yet been brought in from the boat.  The charcoal fire, the cooked fish and bread were either created out of nothing or miraculously transported there, by the Divine power of Jesus.

John 21:11  "So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish.  Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.
.
The 153 fish is a great number that prefigures the great number of converts the Apostles will make by the efforts of their labor.

John 21:12  "Jesus said to them, "Come, have breakfast."  And none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they realized it was the Lord."
.
"it is likely He appeared to them with a countenance different, and brighter than before His death; yet they were so convinced it was Jesus, that they were ashamed to ask or doubt of it."-Dr. Robert Witham

John 21:14  "This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead."
.
He had appeared to them more than three times, even the very day of His Resurrection.  See Matthew 28:16
.
"Here it is called the third time either because it was the third different day; or because it was the third time that He had then appeared to a considerable number together.  After this, He appeared to them frequently, and conversed with them for forty days, till His Ascention.-Dr. Robert Witham  
.
See Acts 1:8; 1 Cor 15:5
.
"This must be understood of the third day. or of the third time, that our Savior appeared to His Apostles assembled: the first day, being the day of His Resurrection; the second, eight days after, when St. Thomas saw, and believed; and on this day of their fishing."-St. Augustine
.
"The Evangelists relate ten different manifestations of our Savior, after His Resurrection.  First, He was seen by the women at the Sepulcher; second, He was again seen by the same holy women, returning from the Sepulcher; third, by St. Peter; fourth, by the two going to Emmaus; fifth, by many at Jerusalem, when Thomas was not with them; sixth, at the time when St. Thomas saw Him; seventh, at the Sea of Tiberius; eighth, by the eleven, on a mountain of Galilee, according to St. Matthew; ninth, according to St. Mark, by the Disciples, at their refreshment, because He was going to have supper with them no more; and tenth, on the day of His Ascension, raised from earth into Heaven."-St. Augustine

John 21: 15-17    “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon son of John do you love me more than these?”  He said to Him, “Yes Lord, you know that I love You.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed My lambs.”  He then said to him a second time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He said to Him,  “Yes, Lord, you know that I love You.”  He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”  
He said to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?”  Peter
was distressed that He had said to him a third time, “Do you love Me?”  and he said to Him, “Lord, You know everything; You know that I love You.  Jesus said to him, “Feed my Sheep.”
.
The question Christ asked, Do you love Me more than these, meant did Peter love Him more than any of the Apostles.  Christ puts this question thrice to St. Peter, that triple protestation of love, might correspond to his triple denial.  St. Peter did not answer that he loved Him more than the rest did, which he could not know, (no one knows the interior of another), but he modestly says, yes, Lord, You know that I love You: and the third time, You know all things, and the hearts of all men, You know how much I love You.  At every protestation, Jesus answered feed My Lambs; and the third time, feed My Sheep.  To Feed, in the style of the Scriptures is to Guide, Rule, and Govern.
.
As to why Jesus said Simon son of John:  The father's name is added to discriminate him from Simon Thaddeus, ( the Zealot), that Everyone might know that the Chief of the Universal Church was not given to any other Apostle but Peter.  This Simon son of John is the same as Simon bar Jona.
.
St. Peter had 3 times renounced his Master; and Jesus, to give him am opportunity of repairing his fault by a Triple confession, three several times demanded of him, if he loved him more than these. 
.
St. Augustine summed it up this way, “He who had thrice denied through fear, might thrice confess through Love.”
.
The lambs and Sheep of our Savior here mean the Faithful, who compose His Church, without any distinction of Jew or Gentile.  St. Peter, by these words, is appointed to take charge of the whole flock, as being the  Chief and Prince of the Apostles.  He is, in some manner, the Pastor, not, only of the Sheep, but of the Pastors themselves.  They each have their own flock to look after; but to Peter is committed  the Care of ALL; He alone is the Pastor of all.
.
Our Blessed Lord Promised the Spiritual Supremacy to St. Peter (Matthew 16:19) and here He fulfills that Promise, by charging him with the superintendency of all his sheep, without exception; and consequently of his whole flock.
.
St. Ambrose and some others take notice, as if by the lambs, might be understood the people, and the Sheep, those placed over the people, as Bishops and Priests.  But others make no such difference in this place, between lambs and sheep, only as comprehending all the Members of Christ’s Church, of what condition soever, even the rest of the Apostles.  For here it was that Christ GAVE to St. Peter that power which he had Promised him, in the region of Ceasaria Phillipi, (Matthew 16:18) that is, Jesus Christ NOW made Peter Head of HIS WHOLE CHURCH, as He had insinuated the first meeting, when St. Andrew brought his brother to Our Savior, When Christ CHANGED his name from Simon to Peter: again, when He chose him, and made him the FIRST of His 12 Apostles; but particularly, when He said to him, Thou art Peter, (a Rock) and upon this Rock I will Build My Church.
.
Upon this account the Catholic Church from the VERY FIRST ages, has ALWAYS reverenced, and acknowledged the Supreme power of the Successors of St. Peter, in spirituals, over all Christian Churches.  This appears also by the writings of Tertullian, St. Irenaeus, St. Cyprian, of the greatest Doctors and Bishops, both East and West, of St. Jerome, St. Augustine, St. John Chrysostom, in several places, of the First General or Ecumenical Councils, Particularly of the Council of Chalcedon, 451 AD.

John 21:18  "Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go."
.
As we read in verse 19, "He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God;" that is, that a cross should be the instrument of his death and martyrdom.
.
"lead you where you do not want to go;"  which is no more than to say, that a violent death is against the natural inclination of any man, even though he be ever so willing, and disposed to undergo it.-Taken from Dr. Robert Witham
.
"By this is meant the martyrdom of St. Peter, which took place thirty-four years after this was said.  He was first cast into prison, and then led out to punishment as Christ had foretold him.  He stretched out his arms to be chained, and again he stretched them out when he was crucified; for he died on the cross, as the ancients assure us."-Calmet
