Second Sunday of Easter C

John 20:19-23 (New American Translation)  "On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them:  "Peace be with you."  When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side.  The Disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent Me, so I send you."  And whe He said this, He breathed on them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained."
.
Verse 19.  AND THE DOORS WERE LOCKED.......and remaining shut or locked, His Glorified Body entered by penetration through the doors, as He did at His Resurrection.  Maldonate takes notice, that John Calvin was the first that denied this, against the belief of all the ancient Fathers and interpreters, who call this a miracle of Divine Power.  The same power which could bring Christ's whole Body, entire in all its dimensions, through the doors, can, without the least question, make the same Body really present in the Sacrament; though both the one and the other be above comprehension.  Therefore it is a want of Faith to limit the Power of Christ, by the
ordinary rules of place, and to deny that He can be in the Blessed Sacrament, and on as many Altars as He so pleases.  We do not still join with the Ubiquists or Brentiani, who, quite contrary to the Zwinglians, maintain, that the Humanity of Jesus Christ is in every place where His Divinity is.  This is Contrary to Faith.
.
VERSE 21.  AS THE FATHER HAS SENT ME..........The word MISSION, when applied to Our Savior Jesus Christ, sometimes signifies His eternal procession from the Father, and sometimes His Mission, as He was sent into the world to become man, and the Redeemer of mankind:  the First Mission agrees with Him, as the eternal Son of God; the second, a man, or as both God and Man.  The Mission which Christ here gives His Apostles, is like this latter Mission, with this Great Difference, that Graces and Divine Gifts were bestowed on Christ, even as man, without measure; and the Apostles had a much lesser share in both these Missions.  Jesus here shows His Commission to preach and Baptize throughout the world, He made mention of His
own Power.  Hence, whosoever denies His Apostles, and their successors, the right of preown aching, Baptizing, and remitting sins, must consequently deny that Christ, as man, had the power to do the same.  
.
St. Cyprian, in the Third Century said: "For the Lord, in the First Place, gave to St. Peter, on whom He would build His Church, "super quem aedifcavit Ecclesiam," the Power that what he
loosed on earth, should be lossed in Heaven.  And after His resurrection, He speaks also to His Apostles, saying, as the Father sent Me, so I send you and whose sins you shall forgive, will be forgiven."  Why, on this occasion, passing over the other Apostles does Jesus Christ address Peter alone?  Because he was the mouth, and the chief of the Apostles.-St. John Chysostom.


John 20: VERSE 22.  RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT........It was said in John 7:39 THAT THE SPIRIT WAS NOT YET GIVEN, BECAUSE JESUS WAS NOT GLORIFIED.  The sense must needs be, that the Holy Spirit was not given in that solemn manner, nor with so large an effusion of Spiritual Gifts and Graces, till the Day of Pentecost, after Christ's Ascent ion: but the just, at all times, from the beginning of the world, were sanctified by the Grace of the Holy Spirit, as no doubt the Apostles were, before this time.  Now at this present, He gave them the Power of Forgiving sins.  Some say, that our Savior did not confer the Holy Spirit on His Disciples, but only prepared them for the receiving of the Holy Spirit.  But surely we may understand, that even then they received some portion of Spiritual Grace, the Power, not indeed of raising the dead, and working other miracles, but of forgiving sins; says St. John Chrysostom.
St. Cyril of Alexandria, speaking of the remission of sins, promised in this text, asks, "How then, or why did Christ impart to His Disciples a power, which belongs to the Divinity alone?  It seemed good to Him, that they, who had within themselves His Divine Spirit, should likewise possess the power of forgiving sins, and of retaining such as they judged expedient; the Holy Spirit, according to his good pleasure, forgiving and retaining, through the Ministry of Men."
Incidently, God breathing on man ONLY appears 2 times in the entire Bible.  The first time is in Genesis, when God breathed into Adam's nostrils, the Breath of Life; and here in John 20, when Jesus, God made man, breathed on to His Apostles this New Life.  This New life, is that of the Priesthood.  


John 20 Verse 23. WHOS SINS YOU SHALL FORGIVE........  These words clearly express the power of Forgiving sins, which, as God, He gave to His Apostles, and to their successors, Bishops, Priests, to forgive sins in His name, as His ministers, and instruments, even though they are sinners themselves.  For in this, they act not by their own power, nor in their own name, but in the name of God, who as the Principal cause, always remits sins.  This is generally allowed to be done by God's ministers in the Sacrament of Baptism, as to the remission of Original Sin; and the Catholic Church has always held the same of God's ministers, in the Sacrament of Penance.  
WHOS SINS YOU RETAIN ARE RETAINED.........  By which we see, that to priests is given a power to be exercised, not only by forgiving, but also by retaining; not only by absolving and loosening, but also by BINDING, by REFUSING or DEFERRING; absolution, according to the dispositions that are found in sinners, when they accuse themselves of their sins.  From hence must needs follow an Obligation on the sinner's part to declare, and confess their sins in particular, to the Ministers of God, who are appointed the Spiritual Judges, and Physicians of their souls.  A judge must know the cause, and a physician the distemper: the one to pronounce a just sentence, the other to prescribe suitable remedies.  See here the Commission, stamped by the broad seal of Heavens, by virtue of which, the Pastors of Christ's Church absolve repenting sinners upon their confession.


John 20:24  "Now Thomas, one of the twelve, who is called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came."
.
Even though St. Thomas was not with Jesus and the Apostles, no one doubts the like power of forgiving sins was given to him, either art this time or afterwards says St. Cyril.

John 20:27  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe."
.
Jesus, in order to show that He knew all things, made use of the very same words in Which St. Thomas had expressed his incredulous dispositions to the Apostles.  Our Blessed Lord would have the mark of the lance, and the nail prints on His glorified body, to convince them it was the same body; and that they might be forever marks of His great victory and tripumph over sin and the devil.  The Evangelist does not say, that St. Thomas went and touched Christ's body, though it is very probable he did as he was ordered by Jesus.

One question comes to mind, how can a body that entered the room with the doors shut be felt or palable?  I like how St. John Chrysostom answers this:

"That Christ at the time permitted His body to be palable, and to resist another body, to induce St. Thomas to believe the Resurrection; and that when he pleased, His body could not be felt.  In like manner, His body was either visible or invisible, as He had a Will it should be.  In fine, He could eat in their sight, though He stood not in need of any nourishment.

John 20:28  Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
.
My Lord, My God; that is I confess you to be my Lord and my God.


Now a week later his disciples were again inside

