Fifth Sunday of Lent

Reading I
Is 43:16-21

Thus says the LORD,
who opens a way in the sea
and a path in the mighty waters,
who leads out chariots and horsemen,
a powerful army,
till they lie prostrate together, never to rise,
snuffed out and quenched like a wick.
Remember not the events of the past,
the things of long ago consider not;
see, I am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
In the desert I make a way,
in the wasteland, rivers.
Wild beasts honor me,
jackals and ostriches,
for I put water in the desert
and rivers in the wasteland
for my chosen people to drink,
the people whom I formed for myself,
that they might announce my praise.

Verse 16:  "Thus says the LORD, who opens a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters"

The Prophet is speaking of the waters of the Jordan River and the Red Sea, the latter of which Pharaoh's army had drowned.  (verse 17)

Verse 19:  "I am doing something new!  Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
In the desert I make a way, in the wasteland, rivers."

The new things refer to the Prophet working the like miracles as were seen in the
wilderness.

Verse 20:  "Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches, for I put water in the desert
and rivers in the wasteland for my chosen people to drink"

We do not know if the rivers were found in Arabia; but the people were equally favored.  Christ facilitates the road to Heaven by His example and graces, while most savage tempers are changed in Baptism.


Reading II
Phil 3:8-14

Brothers and sisters:
I consider everything as a loss 
because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things 
and I consider them so much rubbish,
that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having any righteousness of my own based on the law
but that which comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God,
depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death,
if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

It is not that I have already taken hold of it 
or have already attained perfect maturity,
but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it,
since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus.
Brothers and sisters, I for my part 
do not consider myself to have taken possession.
Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind 
but straining forward to what lies ahead,
I continue my pursuit toward the goal,
the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus.

Verse 9:  "not having any righteousness of my own based on the law but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God"

"That is, not pretending to be justified either by my own works or by the works of the
Jewish Law, but by that which proceeds from faith in Christ, and by His merits."
-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 10:  "depending on faith to know him and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by being conformed to his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead."

This knowledge of Christ St. Paul prefers to all honors and advantages accruing from his adherence to the synagogue.

Verse 11:  "if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead."

if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead..."That is, may attain a happy
resurrection, when the dead shall rise again."-Dr. Robert Witham

"This manner of expression does not betray any distrust or fear, but merely insinuates the difficulty of the enterprise, the uncertainly of success, and the ardent desire of the Apostle, who sought by every means to arrive at this happiness, either by sufferings and labors, or even by martyrdom."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 12:  "It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity, but I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ Jesus."

"Not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity or the happiness I hope for, or am now perfect as to that perfection in virtue, which I must always endeavor to increase in; but, like a person still running a race for a prize, I pursue and run as well as I can, I stretch myself with perseverance towards the mark for getting that part of the course which I had made.  Let all of us, though perfect as to the knowledge of the mysteries we are to believe, be of this mind, that we are still to advance in the way of Christian perfection; and if any of you be of another mind, and think otherwise, God will reveal to you and teach you this truth, that we may all continue in the same rule of doctrine and discipline.  We may here take notice with St. John Chrysostom that it is not enough to believe, or have the true faith, but that we must strive and labor to the end in the way of perfection; secondly, that St. Paul did not look upon himself absolutely certain to his salvation; and how much greater presumption would this be in us?"-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 13:  "Brothers and sisters, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken 
possession.  Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead"  I do not consider myself...That is, I do not suppose that vain security is  sufficient to put my salvation out of doubt, and that Christ having died, nothing remains for me to do.  No; I consider myself as a wrestler at the games, uncertain of success."-Calmet

Gospel
Jn 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
But early in the morning he arrived again in the temple area, 
and all the people started coming to him,
and he sat down and taught them.
Then the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman 
who had been caught in adultery
and made her stand in the middle.
They said to him,
"Teacher, this woman was caught
in the very act of committing adultery.
Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.
So what do you say?"
They said this to test him,
so that they could have some charge to bring against him.
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger.
But when they continued asking him,
he straightened up and said to them,
"Let the one among you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her."
Again he bent down and wrote on the ground.
And in response, they went away one by one,
beginning with the elders.
So he was left alone with the woman before him.
Then Jesus straightened up and said to her,
"Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?"
She replied, "No one, sir."
Then Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you.
Go, and from now on do not sin any more."

Verse 1:  "Jesus went to the Mount of Olives."

The last verse of the foregoing chapter, and the eleven verses that follow in this, are not found in the greater part of our present day Greek copies, yet they are in some MSS, and so are retained in the Protestant translations.  We read nothing of them in the commentaries of St. John Chrysostom or St. Cyril; but St. Jerome says, they were found in many of the Latin and Greek copies.  St. Ambrose says this passage of the woman caught in adultery, was famous in the Church.  St. Augustine also expounds this verse.

Verse 6:  "They said this to test him, so that they could have some charge to bring 
against him.  Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with his finger."

"Wrote with his finger, as one that was musing about something else."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 7:  "But when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them,
"Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her."

"We cannot with any propriety reprehend or condemn faults in others, if we ourselves be guilty of the same, or other greater faults."-St. Cyril of Jerusalem

Verse 9:  "And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders.
So he was left alone with the woman before him."

They went away one by one...probably confounded.  It is reasonable to assume what our Lord wrote in the ground were the sins of all those standing around ready to throw the rocks.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "In the Greek copies they were convicted by their own conscience."

Verse 11:  "She replied, "No one, sir."  Then Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you.
Go, and from now on do not sin any more."

From this verse we can clearly see how impious is the doctrine of those who say God is the author of sin.  Christ dis not say to the woman, "I do not condemn your sin; or go and live as you please, I will free you from all punishment due to any sin you commit."  But notice the words Jesus uses.  He says, "Go, and from now on do not sin any more."

By these words, says St. Augustine, "Jesus preserved His amiable virtue of elemancy, and still did not encourage vice."

God love yas,
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