Palm Sunday

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Because of the length of our Readings this Sunday, I decided to write on the Gospel only.  Also, because of the length of the Gospel, I will only give you the verses I am commenting on.  I hope this will help you to better understand the Passion of our blessed Lord according to St. Luke.

God love yas,

Tim


Luke 22:3  "And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariot, one of the twelve.
.
And Satan entered into Judas...  The meaning only seems to be, that the devil tempted and overcame him.
.
"Satan entered into Judas not all at once, but by degrees.  He first gained possession by avarice, next by theft, and lastly he impelled him to the blackest treachery and cruel parricide.  The Scripture only says that Satan had entered into him when he was entirely abandoned to iniquity, had hardened his heart against all grace, and shut his ears against every instruction of Jesus.  In like manner the Scripture says of a good man, who is strengthened in grace, that the Holy Spirit dwells in him."-Calmet

Luke 22:4  "And he went, and spoke with the chief priests and the magistrates, how he might betray Him to them."
.
"Many even now shutter at the mention of the crime of Judas, and are surprised to think that he could be guilty of such ingratitude, when themselves are negligent in avoiding the like crimes.  For he who breaks the laws of charity and truth, betrays Christ, who is charity and truth, and does it not through any infirmity or ignorance, but designedly and maliciously."-St. Bede the Venerable
Luke 22:15  "And He said to them, 'With desire I have desired to eat this Pasch with you before I suffer.' "
.
Dr. Robert Witham says the repetition expresses a great and earnest desire.
.
This phrase is commonly reputed as a form of speech known as a Hebraism.  An example would be:  "hearing, I have heard; seeing, I have seen; etc.
.
The judicious critic, Mr. Blackwell of the 19th Century, not the guy who rates the best dressed men, has produced parallel expressions out of the most exact Greek classics, in his learned book, entitled, "The Sacred Classics defended and illustrated;" he has clearly proven, by examples, that many forms of speech called, reputed, and carped at , as Hebraisims, are frequently found in the best Greek Classics.-paraphrased from the writing of Dr. Robert Witham
Luke 22:17  "Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said, "Take this and share it among yourselves..""
.
This cup is not the Chalice of His blood, (the latter is spoken of in verse 20, and 1 Cor 11:25) but it is the cup which the master of the repast blessed with ceremony, than drank of it, and gave it to all the guests.  The modern Jews still observe this custom; not only on the Pasch, but on all other great feasts.  The father of the family pours wine into a cup, takes it in his right hand, elevates it, blesses it, tastes, and gives it round to the invited.
.
Our Savior on this occasion complies with the custom; and after supper takes the chalice, which he converts into His own Blood.-Calmet



Luke 22:18  "...for I tell you that from this time on, I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."
.
I will not drink...That is from this hour of the supper, to the time of His resurrection, in which He will come in the Kingdom of God, he would not taste wine.  For St. Peter testifies, (Acts 10:41) that He took meat and drank after His resurrection-St. Bede the Venerable
Luke 22:19 "And he (Jesus) took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me."

THIS IS MY BODY.  Do this in memory of  (OR in other texts ) for a commemoration for me.  By these words He gave a power and precept to them, and their successors, to all Bishops and Priests, to consecrate and offer up the same; yet so, that they are only the ministers and instruments of Jesus Christ, who instituted this Sacrifice, this and all other Sacraments, who is the chief and principal priest, or offerer.  It is Christ that chiefly consecrates and changes the elements of bread and wine into His own Body and Blood; it is He that chiefly and principally forgives sins in the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, Extreme Unction.  It is was St Augustine so often repeats against the Donatists, that it is Christ that Baptizes, through the instrumental minister be a sinner or a heretic; and this is what all Catholics confess and profess.  This Holy Sacrifice and Sacrament is to be offered and received with a devout and grateful remembrance of Christ's benefits, and especially of His sufferings and death for all mankind.  But to teach that it is a bare, though devout memorial, or a remembrance only, so as to exclude the Real Presence of Christ, under the outward appearances of bread & wine, is inconsistent with the constant belief and consent of all Christian Churches, both of the West and the East, and contradicts the plain words of Christ.  The learned Bishop of Meaux, in his exposition of the Catholic Faith, desires all Christians to take notice, that Christ does not recommend them to remember Him but to take His Body and Blood with a remembrance of Him, and His benefits; this is the import of all the words put together.  
.
THIS IS MY BODY; THIS IS MY BLOOD; do this in, for, or with a remembrance of Me.  This Sacrifice and Sacrament is to be continued in the Church to the end of the world, to show forth the death of Christ, until He comes.  But this commemoration, or remembrance, is by no means inconsistent with the Real Presence of His Body and Blood, under these Sacramental veils, which represent His death; on the contrary, it is the manner that He Himself has Commanded, of  Commemorating and celebrating His death, by offering in Sacrifice, and receiving in the Sacrament, that Body and Blood by which we were Redeemed.  Which is given, He does not say, which shall be offered for you, but which is offered; because it was already a true Sacrifice, in which Christ was truly present which He offered in advance to His eternal Father, before that which He was going to offer the next day, in a different manner, on the Cross.  This Sacrifice was the consummation of the figurative PASCH, and the promise or pledge of the bloody offering, which Christ would make on the Cross...it was not the mere figure of the Blood of Jesus Christ, which was spilt on the Cross, nor a mere figure of His Body, which was crucified, but the true Body and true Blood.  In this same manner it is both the one and the other which are given, and Really present, in the Eucharist.  
.
To Renew the Memory of what I have this day done, in giving you my Body; and What I shall do tomorrow, in delivering My blood and my life for the whole world, do you here after what you now see me do.  Take bread, brake it, and say This is My Body; and it will become so really and truly, as it now is in My hands.-Calmet

Luke 22:29  "And I assign to you, as my Father has assigned to me, a Kingdom"
.
"That is, as my Heavenly Father decreed to exalt me, even as man, and with my human nature, above all creatures; so will I also make you, according to your different merits, partakers of My glory."-Dr. Robert Witham

Luke 22:30  "That you may eat and drink at my table, in my Kingdom: and may sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel."
.
That you may eat and drink of the spiritual banquet of the joys of Heaven which in the Scriptures are compared to a wedding feast or banquet.
.
"Sit upon thrones...Judas is excepted from the dignity of this great promise.  For it is probable he had gone out before the Lord spoke these words.  They likewise are excepted, who (John 6:66) having heard the words of an incomprehensible mystery, turned back and went away."-St. Bede the Venerable

Luke 22:31  "And the Lord said, 'Simon, Simon, behold Satan has desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat' "
.
Satan has desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat...These words express both what the devil desired and what God permitted.
.
"Satan desired leave to tempt them, that he might make them fall from their faith in Christ.  Almighty God permitted this temptation, this trial, to convince them how weak they were of themselves; He permitted their frailty to be partly overcome, yet so that rising again by His grace, they should be cleansed and purified as wheat when it is sifted; and that shortly after, being strengthened and confirmed by the coming of the Holy Ghost, they might become new men, enabled to stand firm against all the attacks of their greatest adversaries."-Dr. Robert Witham
Luke 22:32:  "But I have prayed for you, that you will not fail. once you have been converted, confirm your brethren."
.
The Faith of Peter, established by the coming of the Holy Spirit, has NEVER failed, nor can it fail. being built upon a rock, which is Christ Himself, and being guided by the Spirit of Truth, as Christ Promised.  There is every indication that the Vicar of Christ, that is the Pope, is in fact infallible. 
.
The definition of infallible is unable to commit an error in matters of Faith and Morals. This does not mean a Pope is excluded from making a mistake in other matters.  Any Pope can commit a sin and err in personal conduct as well.  Do NOT confuse impeccability with infallibility.  The definition of impeccability is the absence of or inability to sin.  This is NOT the case with Papal infallibility.  The Roman Pontiff, the head of the college of Bishops, as supreme Shepherd and teacher of all the Faithful, who confirms his brethren in their Faith, by a definitive act he proclaims a doctrine of Faith or Morals.
Cross Reference John 15:26 and 16:13.
.
And you being once converted, confirm your brethren, even all the other Apostles and Bishops, over whom I have made and constituted you and your successors the Chief Head, that such a head being appointed by Divine authority, all occasions of schisms and divisions might cease, says St. Jerome.

"Admire the superabundance of the Divine patience.  That the discipline might not lose courage, he promises him pardon before he has committed the crime, and restores him again to his Apostolic dignity, saying, "Confirm your Brethren," - St. Cyril

I think it is clear that Jesus in His statement to St. Peter describes infallibility, given to the First Pope and his successors through Divine rite.  St. Jerome and St. Cyril, Doctors of the Church it seems, also agree.

Luke 22:36  "But they said , 'Nothing.'  Then said he to them, 'But now that he has a purse, let him take it, and likewise a scrip, and he that has not, let him sell his coat, and buy a sword.' "
.
"He has not...While the Apostles are contending for prerogative, he reminds them that now is the time of danger and slaughter; for I, your Master, (says he) shall be led to a dishonorable death, and reputed among the wicked as all which has been foretold of me shall have their end; that is, be fulfilled.  Wishing also to insinuate the violence of the assaults they themselves will have to sustain, he mentions a sword; but does not reveal all, lest they should be too alarmed; nor does he entirely suppress the mention of it, lest sudden attacks might overpower them, had they not been forewarned."-Theophylactus

Luke 22:38  "But they said, 'Lord, behold here are two swords.'  And He said to them, 'It is enough.' "
.
"The two swords, the disciples not understanding the hidden meaning of the words in the preceding verse, and thinking they should have need of swords against the attack of the traitor Judas, say, behold, here are two swords."-St. Cyril
.
"But if he had wished them to rely upon human aid, not even a hundred swords would have sufficed; but if the power of man was unnecessary in their regard, even two swords are sufficient, and more than are wanted."-St. John Chrysostom
.
"Even two swords are sufficient testimony of our Savior's having suffered spontaneously.  One to show that the Apostles had courage to contend for their Master, and that their Lord had the power of healing the servant, Malchus, who was maimed; the other, which was not drawn from its seabbard, shows that the Apostles were withheld from doing in his defense as much as they could have done."-St. Bede the Venerable

Luke 22:43  "And there appeared to him an Angel from Heaven, strengthening him.  And being in an agony, he prayed the longer."
.
"Christ our Redeemer was truly God and truly man.  And being made man by a real union of His divine person and nature, to our weak and infirm human nature, He likewise took upon Him our infirmities, sin excepted.  We must consider Him as man, when we read of His being tempted in the wilderness, (Matt 4) when He wept at the raising of Lazarus out of the grave, (John 11) as often as we read of His praying; and here, when we read of His praying, and redoubling His prayer in the garden, when we find Him seized with fear, sadness, and grief: for though, as God, He could prevent and hinder these passions and affections natural to man, yet He could also permit them to affect His human nature; as He permitted Himself to be seized with hunger, after fasting forty days; and so He permitted His human nature to be seized with fear and grief in this garden of Gethsemani.  As angels came and ministered to Him after His fast in the wilderness, so an Angel came as it were to propose to Him the divine decree, that He was to suffer and die for the redemption of mankind; and as man, He is said to be strengthened and comforted by the Angel; He, who as God, was Lord and maker of the Angels and so needed not to be strengthened by His creatures.  Besides what happened to Christ as man, were ordained as instructions for us.  We are taught by Angels appearing, that they were not only ready to assist and wait upon Christ, but that, by the order of Divine Providence, they are also ready to assist us in our temptations and afflictions."-Dr. Robert Witham
.
In an agony..."This Greek word signifies, a strife, or combat; not that there could be any opposition or contrariety in the interior of Christ, whose human will was always perfectly subject to His divine will, and the sensitive part to reason; yet, inasmuch as He was truly man, His human nature dreaded all those sufferings which at the time were represented to His soul, and which in a few hours He was to undergo."-Dr. Robert Witham

Luke 22:44  "And his sweat became as drops of blood trickling down upon the ground."
.
Science has proven that this is possible and has sometimes happened, though in much lesser degrees, to people who are under great stress or extraordinary grief.  Aristotle was the first to say this was possible.
.
This passage of Christ's bloody sweat, and of the apparition of the angel, which of course was included in both Latin and Greek copies, certainly by St. Jerome, seems to have been left out by some ignorant transcribers, who thought it not consistent with the dignity of Christ.

Luke 23:7  "And when he understood that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him away to Herod, who himself was also at Jerusalem in those days."
.
Pilate, in this stance on sending Jesus to Herod, not only extricated himself from the importunities of the Jewish priests, (verse 8) but moreover obeyed the Roman law in that particular, which forbade any one to be condemned by a governor to whom he was not subject.
Luke 23:11  "And Herod, with his soldiers, despised him, and mocked him, putting on him a white garment, and sent him back to Pilate."
.
"It is evident from the behavior of Herod on this occasion, that he was far from believing him to be that seditious person he was represented; otherwise he would have undoubtedly treated his prisoner with less ridicule, and paid more serious attention to the accusations of his enemies."-Theophylactus
.
"The Greek signifies not only a white garment, but a shining splendid robe, perhaps with some resemblance to royal garments, but at the time through scorn and derision."-Dr. Robert Witham

Luke 23:15  "Nor Herod either, for I sent you to him, and behold nothing worthy of death is done to him."
.
"Herod has not treated him as a criminal, or one worthy of death.  He only derided him as a fool, had there been any cause to punish him, he would not have failed to have done it himself, or commanded me to put him to death."-Calmet

Luke 23:16  "I will chastise him, therefore, and release him."
.
"It was a very common punishment among Jews to scourge those who had committed crimes for which death would have been too severe.  According to the laws of the Hebrews, (Deuteronomy 25:8) the number of blows could not exceed thirty-nine.  Pilate dares not condemn Jesus to death, because he believes him innocent; yet not to disoblige the people and magistrates, who demanded his death, he takes a middle way, which, as is usual in such cases, satisfies neither party.  He neither saves the innocent Victim, nor satisfies justice.  In lieu of one punishment, Jesus suffered two.  He is at length both scourged and crucified."-Calmet

Luke 23:28  "But Jesus turning to them, said, 'Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not over me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.' "
.
Weep not for me...Calmet explains this passage, "If you knew the evils that threaten and must soon fall upon your city, upon yourselves and upon your children, you would preserve your tears to deplore your own misfortunes.  My death is for the good of mankind; but it will be fatal to your nation, because you have been pleased to make it so.  In the ruin of Jerusalem, which is at hand, happy shall they be who have no children.  They shall save themselves the grief of seeing their sons and daughters perish miserably, and in some sort suffering as many deaths as they have children to die." 

Luke 23:31  "For if in the green wood they do those things, what shall be done in the dry?"
.
The green wood signifies people of virtue and sanctity; the dry wood would be the wicked, who bring forth no fruit, and who are like dry wood, are fit to be cast into the fire.
.
"If they be this cruel with me, how will they treat you!"-Dr. Robert Witham


Luke 23:33  "And when they were come on the place, which is called Calvary, they crucified him there, and the robbers, one on the right hand, and the other on the left."
.
Calvary is a place at a short distance from Jerusalem, where condemned people were beheaded.  Christ, a malefactor in the eyes of Jewish authorities, dies on Calvary for the redemption of mankind; that where sin abounded, grace would abound more.-paraphrased from St. Bede the Venerable
.
"In this mountain, according to the Hebrew doctors, were interred the remains of our protoparent, Adam."-St. Athanasius

Luke 23:43  "And Jesus said to him, 'Amen I say to you, this day you shall be with me in paradise.' "
.
I say to you, this day you shall be with me in paradise, that is, in a place of rest with the souls of the just.  The construction is not, I say to you, this day, but, you shall be with me this day in paradise.
.
Paradise, that is, in the happy state of rest, joy, and peace everlasting.  Christ was pleased by a special privilege, to reward the faith and confession of the penitent thief with a full discharge of all his sins, both as to the guilt and punishment, and to introduce him, immediately after death, into the happy society of the Saints, whose "Limbo" (that is, the place of their confinement, Mother Church calls it Limbus Patrum) was now made a paradise by our Lord's going there.
.
"The soul of the good thief was that same day with Jesus Christ, in the felicity of the Saints, in Abraham's bosom, or in heaven, where Jesus was always present by His divinity."-St. Augustine
.
St. Cyril of Jerusalem says, "He entered Heaven before all the Patriarchs and Prophets."
.
St. John Chrysostom says, "that paradise was immediately opened to him, and that he entered Heaven first of mankind."-Homily 32

Luke 23:51  "He had not consented to their counsel and doings; of Arimathea, a city of Juda, who also himself expected the kingdom of God."
.
"In other parts of Scripture it is called Ramatha, a city of Juda, where Sammuel was born."-St. Bede the Venerable 

Luke 23:52  "This man went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus"
.
It is reasonable to assume because of Joseph's rank in the Sanhedrin, he always had access to Pilate



Luke 23:54  "And it was the day of the Parasceve, and the Sabbath drew near"
.
The Parasceve is the eve or day of Preparation for the Sabbath.
.
The Sabbath began in the evening, at sunset.   It may, perhaps, be said to shine by the moonlight, at full-moon, or because of a great many lights that used to be set up at that time, on account of the great Sabbath.
.
"We learn from Maimon, that all the Jews were so strictly bound to keep a light in their dwellings on the Sabbath-day, that although a man had not bread to eat, he was expected to beg from door to door, to purchase oil for his light."-Dr. Robert Witham
