Fourth Sunday of Lent C

Reading I
Jos 5:9a, 10-12

The LORD said to Joshua, 
"Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt from you."

While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, 
they celebrated the Passover
on the evening of the fourteenth of the month.
On the day after the Passover,
they ate of the produce of the land
in the form of unleavened cakes and parched grain.
On that same day after the Passover, 
on which they ate of the produce of the land, the manna ceased.
No longer was there manna for the Israelites, 
who that year ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.

Our reading only gives us half of the verse, therefore I will give you the complete passage using the Douay-Rheims translation.

Joshua 5:9  "And the Lord said to Josue: This day I have taken away from you the reproach of Egypt.  And the name of that place was called Galgal, until this present day."

The people in this part of Egypt adopted circumcision only after this period, and it never became general among them.  They were therefore held in abhorrence, like the rest of the uncircumcised nations, among the Jews.  See Genesis 34:14 and 1 Samuel 14:6

Theodoret looks upon circumcision as a symbol of the liberation from the servitude of Egypt, where he says, "History informs us, that many of the Hebrews had neglected this rite."

Galgal is interpreted liberty, by Josephus; but moderns render it, "a rolling away," or
revolution.  In Hebrew it translates, "I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you."

"Those Israelites who remained at the other side of the river, were ordered to be circumcised at the same time with their brethren.  But they could not partake in the solemnity of the Passover, as they were at a distance from the ark."-Salien

Verse 10:  "While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, they 
celebrated the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth of the month.  On the day after the 
Passover, they ate of the produce of the land in the form of unleavened cakes and parched grain.

This was the third Passover.  The first was celebrated in Egypt.  See Exodus 12
The second was celebrated at Sinai.  See Numbers 9.  

"Afterwards it was disused till the Israelites took possession of Chanaan, as it was chiefly
designed for that country."-Menochius  See Exodus 12:25

Verse 11: "On that same day after the Passover, on which they ate of the produce of the land"

Some pretend that the Hebrew means "old corn," as regards to the produce of the land.  The 
ancient interpreters however;  take no notice of this restriction.  The offering of corn
was probably omitted in our translation, as The Israelites had not cultivated The land.

Verse 12:  "The manna ceased.  No longer was there manna for The Israelites, who that year ate 
of The yield of The land of Canaan."

This verse is a prefigurement of Heaven.  The Hebrew seems to say The 16th, Nissan, "On The
morrow after they had eaten The old corn."  Grabe's Septuagint, The Latin Vulgate Bible, and
The Hebrew translation all agree and specify that The Israelites "eat of The corn of that 
country on The day after Passover, unleavened and new.  On that day, The morrow, manna ceased.

The day this happened all depends on The determination of The first day of The festival.  If we
date from eating of The Paschal lamb on The 14th, or from The solemn day, which was The 15th,
The manna must have stopped either on The 15th or The 16th of The month; though Salien thinks
that is ceased as soon as The Israelites had begun to eat of The fruit of The country, on The
eastern side of Jericho.

Now, what is really important about this verse, is The miraculous food was withdrawn as soon as
The Israelite entered The Promised Land; so will The Blessed Sacrament, The holy Eucharist, of
which The manna was a figure, and all The Sacraments will cease when we, The Christian people 
enter Heaven.

Reading II
2 Cor 5:17-21

Brothers and sisters:
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
The old things have passed away;
behold, new things have come.
And all this is from God,
who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and given us The ministry of reconciliation,
namely, God was reconciling The world to himself in Christ,
not counting their trespasses against them
and entrusting to us The message of reconciliation.
So we are ambassadors for Christ,
as if God were appealing through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin,
so that we might become The righteousness of God in him.

2 COR 5:17  "If then any be in Christ a new creature: The old things are passed away: "Behold 
all things are made new."

If any be in Christ...The Sense seems to be, if by believing in Christ we are to become as 
it were new creatures, rescued by His Grace and His Spirit, The old things are passed away, we 
must renounce all former carnal affections, all sin and all errors in which either Jews or 
Gentiles lived.

Behold all things are made new: The New Testament succeeds to The Old. The Law and doctrine of 
Christ to The Law of Moses, The Christian Church to The Jewish Synagogue, truth and grace to 
types and figures.  With The renovated Christian all his thoughts, sentiments, inclinations, and 
actions, are new.

2 COR 5:18  "But all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself, by Christ: and has 
given to us The ministry of reconciliation."

But all things are of God...All these Blessings of Grace and glory are of God who has sent His 
only Divine Son, by whom He has reconciled us to Himself, by His Incarnation and death for our 
redemption.

2 Cor 5:19  "For God indeed was in Christ, reconciling The world to Himself, not imputing to 
them their sins, and He has placed in us The word of reconciliation."

Not imputing...That is, truly taking away our sins, blotting out The handwriting of The decree 
which was against us,...fastening it to The Cross, as it is said in Colossians 2:14.  And to us, 
who are His Apostles and The ministers of His Gospel, He has imparted and committed this word of
reconciliation, by The preaching of His doctrine, and The administration of His Sacraments.  In 
these functions we act and we speak to you as The Ambassadors of Christ; we speak to you in His 
name, we represent His person, when we exhort you to be reconciled to God. 

In this Verse St Paul is speaking as a Priest and is talking about all those who can confect 
their priesthood back to The Apostles whom were breathed on by Jesus Christ. "He that hears you, 
hears Me." -Luke 10:16

2 Cor 5:20  "We are, therefore, ambassadors for Christ, God as it were exhorting by us.  For 
Christ, we beseech you, be ye reconciled to God."

Be not deaf to this voice, harden not your hearts, suffer yourselves to be moved to The charity 
of God:  it is immense, it is infinite.

Verse 21:  "For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we might become The 
righteousness of God in him."

Christ had had not know sin, never sinned, not was He ever capable of sinning.  

God made sin for us. Fr. George Leo Haydoc translated this passage with some French translators,
"He has made a sacrifice for sin," as it expounded by St. Augustine and many others, and
grounded upon The authority of The Scriptures, in which The sacrifice for sins often times called
sins, as we read in Osee 4:8 and in several places in Leviticus, by The Hebrew word "Chattat,"
which signifies a sin, and is translated a victim of sin. 

This is not The only interpretation, Fr. Haydoc's design, is always a literal translation of The
text, not a paraphrase, (which is one The reasons why I like this guy) upon second thoughts he
judges it best to follow The very words of The Greek, as well as The Latin text.

Besides The exposition already mentioned, others expound these words, "Him he has made sin for 
us," to signify that he made Christ like unto sinners, a mortal man, with The similitude of sin.

Others that he made him reputed a sinner; "with The wicked was he reputed, Mark 15:28."  God 
having "laid upon him all our iniquities."  Isaiah 53:6

"That we might be made The justice of God in him; that is, that we might be justified and
sanctified by God's sanctifying Grace, and justice we receive from him."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Sin for us," that is, to be a sin-offering, a victim of sin."-Sigonius


Gospel
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus,
but The Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying,
"This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."
So to them Jesus addressed this parable:
"A man had two sons, and The younger son said to his father,
'Father give me The share of your estate that should come to me.'
So The father divided The property between them.
After a few days, The younger son collected all his belongings
and set off to a distant country
where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation.
When he had freely spent everything,
a severe famine struck that country,
and he found himself in dire need.
So he hired himself out to one of The local citizens
who sent him to his farm to tend The swine.
And he longed to eat his fill of The pods on which The swine fed,
but nobody gave him any.
Coming to his senses he thought,
'How many of my father's hired workers
have more than enough food to eat,
but here am I, dying from hunger.
I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
I no longer deserve to be called your son;
treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers.'"
So he got up and went back to his father.
While he was still a long way off,
his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.
He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.
His son said to him,
'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you;
I no longer deserve to be called your son.'
But his father ordered his servants,
'Quickly bring The finest robe and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Take The fattened calf and slaughter it.
Then let us celebrate with a feast,
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again;
he was lost, and has been found.'
Then The celebration began.
Now The older son had been out in The field
and, on his way back, as he neared The house,
he heard The sound of music and dancing.
He called one of The servants and asked what this might mean.
The servant said to him,
'Your brother has returned
and your father has slaughtered The fattened calf
because he has him back safe and sound.'
He became angry,
and when he refused to enter The house,
his father came out and pleaded with him.
He said to his father in reply,
'Look, all these years I served you
and not once did I disobey your orders;
yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.
But when your son returns
who swallowed up your property with prostitutes,
for him you slaughter The fattened calf.'
He said to him,
'My son, you are here with me always;
everything I have is yours.
But now we must celebrate and rejoice,
because your brother was dead and has come to life again;
he was lost and has been found.'"

Verse 11:  "So to them Jesus addressed this parable: "A man had two sons"

"A certain man had two sons, by The elder son is commonly expounded The Jewish people, who for a
long time had been chosen to serve God; and by The younger son, The Gentiles, who for so many
ages had run blindly on in their idolatry and vice."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Some understand this of The Jews and Gentiles, other of The just and sinners.  The former
opinion seems preferable.  The elder son, brought up in his father's house represents The
Jews; The younger prodical is a figure of The Gentiles."-Calmet

Verse 12:  "and The younger son said to his father, 'Father give me The share of your estate that 
should come to me.' So The father divided The property between them."

"It is very probable, from this verse, that The children of The family, when it comes to age, 
could  demand of their parents The share of property which would fall to their lot.  For these
parables suppose The ordinary practices of The country, and are founded on what was customarily
done."-Fr. George Leo Haydoc

Hugo Grotius, The Protestant thinks this was The common law among The Phoenicians.

"The Gentiles, prefigured by The Prodical son, received from their father, (The Almighty), 
Free-Will, reason, mind, health, natural knowledge, and The goods which are common to mankind,
all which they dissipated and abused.  Sinners who have besides received The gift of faith and
sanctification, by Baptism, and who have profaned The holiness of their state, by crimes, are 
more express figures of The bad conduct of this son."-Calmet

Verse 16:  "And he longed to eat his fill of The pods on which The swine fed, but nobody gave 
him any.

The pods or husks as we read in just about every other translation I have ever come across, 
express The extreme misery of his condition.  There is no need of seeking any other misery in 
this world.

Horace, by a kind of hyperbole, represents The miser as living upon husks, to be able to save
more.

"but nobody gave him any...that is, gave him bread, mentioned before; for as for The husks, he
could take what he pleased."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 18:  "I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, "Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you."

"How merciful is the Almighty, though so much offended, still does not disdain the name of the
father.  I have sinned...These are the first words of a sinner's confession to the author of 
nature.  God knows all things; still does he expect to hear the voice of your confession.  It
is in vain to think of concealing your sins from the eyes of Him whom nothing can escape; and
there can be no danger of acknowledging to Him what His infinite knowledge has already embraced.
Confess then that Christ may intercede for you, the Church pray for you, the people pour forth
their tears for you.  Fear not that you, cannot obtain pardon, for pardon is promised to you; 
grace, and reconciliation with a most tender parent, are held out to you."-St. Ambrose

"I have sinned against Heaven and against you...By this does our Redeemer show, that the Almighty
is here to be understood by the name of father: for the all-seeing eye of God only beholds all 
things, from whom even the secret machinations of the heart cannot be concealed."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 22:  "But his father ordered his servants, 'Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet."

The finest, or first robe is the best one.  This reference means the habit of Grace.

Verse 24:  "because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has 
been found.'  Then the celebration began."

"Because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again...A sinner, in mortal sin, is
deprived of the divine grace, which is the spiritual life of the soul.  At his conversion it is
restored to him, and he begins to live again."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 25:  "Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the 
house, he heard the sound of music and dancing."

The older son, as I have already mentioned, represents the Jews.  Notice how he boasts of having
always served his father faithfully, and of never disobeying him.  I will quote Calmet, this is
a classic!

"This is the language of that presumptuous people, who believe themselves alone holy; and 
despising the Gentiles with sovereign contempt, could not bear to see the gates of salvation
laid open also to them.  The 28th, 29th, and 30th verses express admirably the genius of the
Jewish people; particularly his refusing to enter his father's house, show their obstinacy."-Calmet

Verse 29:  "'Look, all these years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends."

"With what face could the Jews, represented here by The eldest son, say they had never transgressed the commandments of their father?  This made Tertullian think that this was not the expression of the Jews, but of the faithful Christians; and therefore, he interprets the whole parable as applied to a disciple of Christ.  But we should recollect, that it is not uncommon for presumption to boast of what it never has done.  The whole history of the Jews is full of numberless details of their prevarication and disobedience."-Calmet

The young goat or kid goat, says St. Ambrose, "The Jews demanded a kid, but the Christians a lamb; therefore was Barabbas set at liberty for them, while for us the lamb was immolated."
