Third Sunday of Lent C

Reading I
Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian.
Leading the flock across the desert, he came to Horeb,
the mountain of God.
There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire
flaming out of a bush.
As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush,
though on fire, was not consumed.
So Moses decided,
"I must go over to look at this remarkable sight,
and see why the bush is not burned."

When the LORD saw him coming over to look at it more closely, 
God called out to him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!"
He answered, "Here I am."
God said, "Come no nearer!
Remove the sandals from your feet, 
for the place where you stand is holy ground.
I am the God of your fathers," he continued, 
"the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob."
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
But the LORD said,
"I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt
and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers,
so I know well what they are suffering.
Therefore I have come down to rescue them
from the hands of the Egyptians
and lead them out of that land into a good and spacious land,
a land flowing with milk and honey."

Moses said to God, "But when I go to the Israelites
and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,'
if they ask me, 'What is his name?' what am I to tell them?"
God replied, "I am who am."
Then he added, "This is what you shall tell the Israelites: 
I AM sent me to you."

God spoke further to Moses, "Thus shall you say to the Israelites:
The LORD, the God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob,
has sent me to you.

"This is my name forever;
thus am I to be remembered through all generations."

Verse 1:  "Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian.
Leading the flock across the desert, he came to Horeb, the mountain of God."

Moses tended the flock for 40 years.  It was during this time he composed the books of Genesis
and Job, for the consolation of his countrymen; others think he wrote the entire Pentateuch
in the desert.

The mountain of God, probably called thus because of its height, or on account of God's
appearing to Moses.  Horeb is very close to Mount Sinai, in fact, the shadow of Sinai reaches
Mount Horeb when the sun rises.  It is watered with three fine springs; and the summit is adorned
with fruit trees.

Verse 2:  "There an angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in fire flaming out of a bush.
As he looked on, he was surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed."

The Lord appeared.  That is, the Angel representing God, and speaking in His name.
See Acts 7:30 and Galatians 3:12

The apparitions of God to the Patriarchs are generally understood in this sense, says St. Augustin

Dr. Robert Witham comments, "Yet many of the fathers suppose, that this angel was no other than the Son of God, the angel of the great council (Malachi 3:1)."

I found it interesting that St. Augustine does not disapprove of this opinion.

"the bush, though on fire, was not consumed," Thus, the Hebrews were afflicted, but not destroyed.

Cardinal Juan Maldonato says "God is styled a consuming fire."  
See Deuteronomy 4:24  

Verse 5:  "God said, "Come no nearer!  Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground."

The Ethiopian Christians and the Turks never enter their churches or mosques without first taking off their shoes.  The priests did the same thing when they entered the temple of Jerusalem, and God ordered them moreover to wash their hands and feet.  See Exodus 30:19

Not too far from where I live, in the middle of the desert, past Barstow, is an Eastern Catholic community,  I believe they are Coptics.  They too take off their shoes.  I did visit there once and I was asked to take off my shoes.

I seem to recall as a kid, we observed the same ceremony, out of respect for Jesus, when we kissed the Cross.  Pythagoras said, "Offer sacrifice and adoration barefoot."  On these occasions, we should have our hearts and minds off the happenings of the world anyway.  
See Leviticus 2:25

Verse 6:  "I am the God of your fathers," he continued, "the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob."Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God."

Moses was probably afraid he was going to die, or he could have just hid his face out of respect.  See Genesis 16:13

"God takes the title of these three Patriarchs, because He had promised Canaan to each of them, and because they were eminent for virtue.  God is repeated thrice, to insinuate the mystery of the Blessed Trinity, and to show that the Lord watches over each individual, as if that one alone existed."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

Verse 8:  "Therefore I have come down to rescue them from the hands of the Egyptians and lead them out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey."

The land was spacious compared with that of Geesen.  Canaan was not above 210 miles long, and 70 broad.  St. Jerome does not allow so much, Hecatus says the Jews had three million acres of excellent land.

Milk and honey are still very plentiful in Palestine, though the country has lost much of its ancient beauty and luxuriance, for want of cultivation.

Verse 13:  "Moses said to God, "But when I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' if they ask me, 'What is his name?' what am I to tell them?"

Many of the Jews had embraced idolatry, and had forgotten God.  Moses very properly begs to have his extraordinary mission sanctioned by miracles, without which he might well have been rejected, as heretics are.

Exodus 3:14  "God said to Moses: I AM WHO AM.  He said: Thus shall you say to the children of Israel: He Who IS, has sent me to you."
.
I am who Am...That is, I am BEING itself, eternal, self-excitant, independent, infinite; without beginning, end or change; and the source of all other beings.  No name can fully explain the divine perfections.  As God is alone, He stands in need of no distinctive appellation, as Lactantius, and even the pagans have confessed.
.
Origen says, "All other beings are just nothing compared with God.  he alone is self-excitant and infinitely perfect.





Reading II
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, 
that our ancestors were all under the cloud
and all passed through the sea,
and all of them were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea.
All ate the same spiritual food,
and all drank the same spiritual drink,
for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them,
and the rock was the Christ.
Yet God was not pleased with most of them, 
for they were struck down in the desert.

These things happened as examples for us, 
so that we might not desire evil things, as they did. 
Do not grumble as some of them did, 
and suffered death by the destroyer.
These things happened to them as an example, 
and they have been written down as a warning to us,
upon whom the end of the ages has come.
Therefore, whoever thinks he is standing secure 
should take care not to fall.

Verses 1-2:  "I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea"

Our ancestors, or fathers, the Jews were all under the cloud.  St. Paul means when God conducted the camp of the Israelites, in the day time by a cloud, and in the night by a pillar of fire.  See Exodus 13:21

This translation is a little ambiguous.  Under the conduct of Moses the Israelites received Baptism in figure, by passing under the cloud and through the sea they partook in figure, the Body and Blood of Christ, by eating the manna (which is called spiritual food in verse 3); because it was a figure of the true bread which comes down from Heaven and drinking the water miraculously brought out the rock, called here a spiritual rock; because this rock is a figure of the Church.

In other translations you read "We were baptized in the cloud, and in the sea," this of course is figuratively, these being figures of Baptism in the New Law.  As Moses, who delivered them from the slavery of Egypt, was a figure of Christ, who came to deliver mankind from the slavery of sin.

1 Cor 10:3-4  "And they all eat the same spiritual food:
And all drank the same spiritual drink: (and they drank of the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ)."
.
All eat the same spiritual food...to wit, the manna, which seemed to come from Heaven, and was a figure of the Eucharist, the spiritual food of our souls.
All drank the same spiritual drink...and...rock that followed them, by which is understood the stream of water, that came miraculously out of the rock struck by Moses, and which is said to have followed them, because it ran plentifully through their camp.
And the rock was Christ...This is a Figure of Christ; for all these things (verse 11) happened to them in figure.

Verse 5:  "Yet God was not pleased with most of them, for they were struck down in the desert."

Of the 600,000 Jews who left Egypt, only Joshua and Caleb entered the Promised land; the rest had died in the wilderness.  Their punishment should be an admonition to all to avoid  such sins as idolatry, fornication, murmurings, etc

The translation we are using does not give us the full impact of what St. Paul is trying to convey to us.  I will give you the Douay-Rheims translation:

Verse 6:  "Now these things were done in figure of us, that we should not covet evil things, as they also coveted."

In a figure, that is this was done and written to teach us, that we may expect, if we imitate the murmurers, infidelities, ingratitude, and disobedience of the Hebrew people.  Unless we renounce our irregular desires, unless we mortify our passions, Baptism and communion will prove our greater condemnation.  The greatest graces are but subjects of alarm, unless our life corresponds with them.

Verse 9:  "Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them tempted and perished by serpents."

Dr. Robert Witham says this cannot be understood of Christ as God.

Verse 11:  "Now all these things happened to them in figure: and they are written for our correction, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

This refers to the last age of the world, which St. John calls the last hour.

Verse 12:  "Wherefore let him that thinks himself to stand, take heed lest he fall."

This regards the doctors and teachers in the new Church of Corinth; who, relying upon their own learning, did not think themselves weak, and presuming too much upon their own strength, exposed themselves to the danger of falling.  

Both Saints Augustine and John Chrysostom agree that Self-diffidence is the fountain of our strength.  We prevent many dangerous falls when we keep close to the earth by humility.


Gospel
Lk 13:1-9

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.
Jesus said to them in reply, 
"Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?
By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent,
you will all perish as they did!
Or those eighteen people who were killed 
when the tower at Siloam fell on them --
do you think they were more guilty 
than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?
By no means!
But I tell you, if you do not repent,
you will all perish as they did!"

And he told them this parable: 
"There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard,
and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none,
he said to the gardener,
'For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree
but have found none.
So cut it down.
Why should it exhaust the soil?'
He said to him in reply,
'Sir, leave it for this year also,
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it;
it may bear fruit in the future.
If not you can cut it down.'"

Verse 1:  "Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
the blood of their sacrifices."

"These seem to have been some of the seditious followers of Judas, the Galilean, or Ganlonite,
who denied that God's people were to pay taxes; and it is thought that some of them, coming to
offer up sacrifices in the temple, Pilate had them killed at that very time, so their blood was
mixed with the sacrifices."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Whose blood, that is whom he had caused to be massacred in the temple, at the time they were offering sacrifices.  The history, to which allusion is made in this place, is not well known; but there is great probability that these Galileans were disciples of Judas, the Galilean, who taught
that they ought not to pay tribute to foreigners.  As they were spreading this doctrine in Jerusalem, and perhaps even in the temple.  Pilate laid violent hands upon them, and caused them to be murdered amidst the sacrifices."-Calmet

"Galileans, these were the followers of one Judas, a Galilean, of whom St. Luke makes mention
in the Acts of the Apostles (chapter 5) who had it unlawful to call any one "lord".  Many of this
sect were punished by Pilate, because they would not allow this title to be given to Caesar; they
also maintained that no other sacrifices could lawfully be offered, except such as were prescribed
by the law, by which opinion they forbade the accustomed sacrifices offered up for the Emperor and people of Rome.  Pilate, irritated by these their opinions, ordered them to be slain in the midst of their sacrifices, and thus was their blood mixed with that of the victims."-St. Cyril

Verse 2:  "Jesus said to them in reply, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?"

People are naturally inclined to believe, that those who are unfortunate, and afflicted with calamities, or just plain bad luck, as I like to say, must likewise be culpable and impious.  I guess they have never heard of Murphy's Law.  The Jews were very much given to these sentiments, as we see in many places of the Bible, John 9:2-3 for example.  John Calvin was also of this mind, the doom and gloom philosophy.

"Our Savior wishes to do away with this prejudice, by telling them that the Galileans, who were being spoken about here were not the most culpable among the inhabitants of that country; showing by this, God often spares the most wicked, and sends upon the good the most apparent signs of vengeance, that He may exercise the patience, and crown the merit of the latter, and give the former an example of the severity which they must expect, if they continue in their disorders.  Neither can it be said, that in this God commits any injustice.  He uses His absolute dominion over His creatures, when He afflicts the just; He procures them real good, when He strikes them; and His indulgence towards the wicked, is generally an effect of His mercy, which waits for their repentance, or sometimes the consequences of His great anger, when He abandons them to the hardness of their reprobate hearts, and says, "I will rest, and be angry with you." (Ezekiel 16:42)  This is the most terrible mark of His final fury."-Calmet


Verse 3:  "By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!"

This prediction Jesus made upon the impenitent was verified in the writings of Josephus, where he said that under the government of Cumanus, 20,000 of them were destroyed in the temple.  When the Idumeans came into the city, 8,500 of the high priest's party were killed.  This is where the famous saying, "There was a flood of blood quite round the temple"  comes from.

That in consequence of the threefold faction that happened in Jerusalem, before the siege of the Romans in 70 AD, the temple was "everywhere polluted with slaughter;" the Levite priests were killed, because of their functions; many who came to worship, fell before their sacrifices; the dead bodies of strangers and natives were promiscuously heaped together, and the altar defiled with their blood.  When the Romans took possession of the city and temple, mountains of dead bodies were piled up on the altar; streams of blood ran down the steps of the temple; several were killed by falling towers, and others suffocated in the ruins of the galleries over the porches.

Verse 4:  "Or those eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them --
do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?"

"Almighty God permitted these people to be chastised, that the others might be filled with fear
and apprehension at the sight of another's dangers, and thus become the heirs of the kingdom of
Heaven.  But then you will say, is another punished that I may become better?  No; he is punished for his own crimes; but his punishment becomes to those that witness it the means of Salvation."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 5:  "By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!"
.
Unless you repent or do penance..."The Jews did not penance; and therefore; forty years after our Lord's Passion, the Romans came, and beginning with Galilee, destroyed the impious nation to its roots, and polluted not only the court of the temple, whither the sacrifices were carried, but the inner sanctuary, with human blood."-St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 6:  "And he told them this parable:  "There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none"

"Each one, inasmuch as he holds a place in life, if he produce not the fruit of good works, like a barren tree encumbers the ground; because the place he holds, were it occupied by others, might be a place of fertility."-Pope St. Gregory the Great

Luke 13:9  "And if happily it bear fruit; but if not, then after that you shall cut it down."
.
And if happily it bear fruit..."It is a way of speaking when a sentence is left imperfect; yet what is not expressed, may be easily understood; as here we may understand, well and good, or the like."-Dr. Robert Witham
