First Sunday of Lent C

Reading II
Rom 10:8-13

Brothers and sisters:
What does Scripture say?
The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart
--that is, the word of faith that we preach--,
for, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
For the Scripture says, 
No one who believes in him will be put to shame.
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all,
enriching all who call upon him.
For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."

Verse 8:  "What does Scripture say?  The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart--that is, the word of faith that we preach--"

"The word is near you, meaning is near to everyone, who to be justified and
saved, need but believe, and comply with the doctrine of the Gospel which
we preach, and make a confession or profession of it with his mouth; and
then whether he has been Jew or Gentile, he shall not be confounded."
-Dr. Robert Witham

ROMANS 10:13  "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved."

Verse 9 YOU WILL BE SAVED........To confess the Lord Jesus, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord, (verse 13), is not barely the professing of 
a belief in the person of Christ; but moreover implies a belief of His 
whole Doctrine, and an obedience to His Law (the 10 Commandments); 
without which the calling of Him Lord will save no man.  Matthew 7:21.  
This passage must be understood like many others of this Apostle,  of 
a Faith accompanied by a good-will ready to perform what faith says 
must be practiced; as it is required in this very place, that what we 
believe in the heart, we should confess with our mouth.
ROMANS 10:9-10   "for, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved."

In the first Century, confessing Jesus as Lord was hazardous to one's 
health.  Here this passage assures Christians that no one who believes 
in Jesus will be put to shame.  Once again, this is not just the Person 
of Jesus, but all He taught and Commanded.


Gospel
Lk 4:1-13

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days,
to be tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing during those days, 
and when they were over he was hungry.
The devil said to him,
"If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become bread."
Jesus answered him, 
"It is written, One does not live on bread alone."
Then he took him up and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world in a single instant.
The devil said to him,
"I shall give to you all this power and glory;
for it has been handed over to me,
and I may give it to whomever I wish.
All this will be yours, if you worship me."
Jesus said to him in reply,
"It is written:
You shall worship the Lord, your God,
and him alone shall you serve."
Then he led him to Jerusalem, 
made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and said to him
"If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, for it is written:
He will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,
and:
With their hands they will support you,
lest you dash your foot against a stone."
Jesus said to him in reply,
"It also says,
You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test."
When the devil had finished every temptation, 
he departed from him for a time.

Verse 2:  "for forty days, to be tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing 
during those days, and when they were over he was hungry."

In collating the present narrative with that of St. Matthews, it appears
Jesus was not tempted till the expiration of forty days.

We can list many reasons why Christ permitted Himself to be tempted.

First, To merit for man the grace of overcoming temptation.

Second, To encourage us under temptations.

Third, To teach us to not be depressed or despair with temptations, 
however grievous they may be, since Jesus submitted to them.

Fourth, To point out to us the manner in which we should behave during
those times of temptation.

Verse 3:  "The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command 
this stone to become bread."

The tempter here appears to endeavor to discover by stratagem whether
Christ was the Son of God.  He does not say, "If you be the Son of God,"
'pray' that these stones be made bread, which he might have said to any
other man; but "commanded," effect by your own authority, that this
comes to pass.  If Christ had done this, the tempter would have instantly
concluded, that Jesus was the Son of God, since only God could perform the
miracle of changing stones to bread.

Verse 10:  "for it is written:  He will command his angels concerning 
you, to guard you"

The devil is quoting Psalm 90:11.  It is an extremely dangerous thing to
put the Holy Scriptures into the hands of an illiterate person, who does
not have any previous disposition of the mind and heart, by study and prayer.
This is why we have 128,000 churches in the world today.  It never ceases to
amaze me when I hear people tell me, "This passage tells me..."  It's enough
to drive a Saint to drink, let me tell you!

Anyhow we are blest to have Mother Church to guide us on these passages,
and who is better qualified to do so than the Catholic Church, founded by
Jesus Christ, and by His own words is preserved from error, "the gates of
hell will not prevail against My Church" Mt.16:18) Remember, Jesus commands
everyone to obey this as well.

How much more rational to begin with distributing elementary catechisms,
approved by the Catholic Church as conformable to the word of God, and
then only opening to them the sacred mystic book, when their minds and
hearts are better prepared to avail themselves of the inestimable treasure,
and of justly appreciating and exploring the golden lore.

If humility be a virtue that renders us most pleasing to God, it is a virtue
particularly necessary for the proper understanding of Holy Writ.  This will
teach us to submit (whenever the Scripture is either silent or obscure in 
points of faith) our own private and unassisted judgement to the judgement
and comments of the Church.  

I do not know who this philosopher in England was in the 19th Century, but
I like his quote and it is appropriate for our text.

"However fanciful I may be esteemed in matters of philosophy, in religious 
concerns I like to go the beaten road.  When the Scripture is silent, the
Church is my text.  Where that speaks, it is but the comment; and I never
refer any thing to the arbitration of my own judgement but in the silence
of them both."-Unknown 19th Century English philosopher

Verse 13:  "When the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from him 
for a time."

"For a time, meaning, His Passion, in which he again most grievously tempted Him,
by his hands of impious persecutors, whom he could not overcome with sensuality,
covetousness, or vanity.  The devil now deals with men in the same manner.  He 
tempts them, and, being overcome, leaves them for a time, to prompt them to 
rest in a fatal security; that indulging indolences, they may at some future
period be attacked, with greater certainty of success, when unprepared.
Knowing, therefore, the trick and design of our infernal enemy, how much does
it behoove us to be on our guard; and having overcome in one temptation, prepare
ourselves for another; never resting in the presumptuous thought, that we are
sufficiently strong in virtue to resist the enemy, without fresh preparation."
-St. Dionysius

"The history of the various temptations to which our Savior subjects Himself,
as related by St. Luke, is exactly the same as that given by St. Matthew, with
this only difference, that the order in which the temptations took place is 
not the same in both Evangelists: but it does not matter what order is observed, 
where all the circumstances are related."-St. Augustine
