Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time C

Reading II
1 Cor 15:45-49

Brothers and sisters:
It is written, The first man, Adam, became a living being,
the last Adam a life-giving spirit.
But the spiritual was not first;
rather the natural and then the spiritual.
The first man was from the earth, earthly;
the second man, from heaven.
As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly,
and as is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly.
Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one.

We have been covering this chapter in Corinthians the past 
2 weeks. Last week we left off at verse 32. I will give you the
commentary for verses 33-50 because of the importance this chapter
has. It is a sad shame but we still have those with us today who
deny the Resurrection. The Jesus Seminar group, for example, a
so-called Christian religion, reject the Resurrection.

I will paraphrase Dr. Robert Witham's insight to this chapter.

1 Cor 15:33 "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners."

St. Paul hints that this error against the resurrection, and the other 
faults into which they had fallen, were committed by the heathen philosophers 
and other vain teachers among them.

Verse 35: "But some one will say, how do the dead rise again? Or with what
manner of body shall they come?"

St. Paul now answers the objections of the new teachers made against the
Resurrection. St. John Chrysostom reduces them to these two questions:
how is it possible for them to rise? and in what manner, or with what
qualities, will they rise?

To show the possibility, he brings the example of a grain of wheat. or of
any seed, which must not be corrupted, and die as it were in the ground,
and then is dramatically changed, comes up with a blade, a stalk, and an ear 
quite different from what it was when sown, and yet comes to be wheat again,
or to be a tree that produces the same kind of fruit: so God can raise our bodies
as He pleases. He also tells them that there are very different bodies,
terrestrial and celestial, some more, some less glorious, differing in beauty
and other qualities, as God pleases. 

As the sun is brighter than the moon, and as one star is brighter than another,
so shall it be at the general Resurrection. But all the bodies of the elect 
shall be happily changed to a state of incorruption. (verse 42)

Here the bodies even of the just are subject to corruption, to decay, liable to
death, but they shall then rise to a state of incorruptibility and immortality.
So he answers the second question, that here every one's body is a weak, sensual,
animal body, clogged with many imperfections, like that of Adam after he had
sinned; but at the Resurrection, the bodies of the saints shall be spiritual
bodies, blessed with all the perfections and qualities of a glorified body, like
to that of Christ after He was risen.

St. Paul also comparing the first man, Adam, with Christ, whom he calls the 
second or last Adam, (verse 46) says that the first Adam was made a living son;
(that is, a living animal, or a living creature, with a life and a body that
required to be supported with food) but Christ was made a quickening Spirit; he
means, that though He had a true mortal body by His birth of His Virgin Mother,
yet that by His Resurrection He had a glorified body, immortal, that need no
food or drink to sustain life and that He would also give such spiritual and
immortal bodies to those whom He should make partakers of His glory.

In Verse 46, "But the spiritual was not first," that is, both in Adam and in us, 
and even in Christ, the body was first mortal, which should afterwards be made
spiritual and immortal by a happy resurrection.

In verse 47, "The first Adam, was of the earth, earthly," made of clay, and with
such a body as could die, but the second man (Christ) was from Heaven, heavenly:
not that He took a body from Heaven, as some ancient heretics pretended (Gnostics,
Arians, Bogomils, etc), but He was heavenly not only because He was the Son of God, 
but in this place seems to be called heavenly even as to His body, after His 
Resurrection, His body then becoming Spiritual and immortal.

In verse 48, "As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly," that is, as the 
first man, Adam, was earthly by his earthly and mortal body, so were we and all 
his posterity earthly; but such as the heavenly man, Christ, was heavenly, and 
rose with a heavenly and immortal body; so shall all those be heavenly, to whom
he shall give a spiritual, a heavenly, and an immortal body at their happy 
resurrection.

In verse 49, "Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly one," (that is, have been made mortal, and also by
sin subject to the corrupt inclinations of this mortal body) so let us bear also 
the image of the heavenly one," by a new life imitating Christ, by which means we 
shall be glorified with Him, both as to body and soul.

In verse 50, "Now this I say, and admonish you, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot possess the Kingdom of God," that is, those that lead a sensual and carnal 
life, nor the corruption of sin, deserve the state of incorruption in Glory.





Gospel
Lk 6:27-38

Jesus said to his disciples:
"To you who hear I say,
love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
To the person who strikes you on one cheek,
offer the other one as well,
and from the person who takes your cloak,
do not withhold even your tunic.
Give to everyone who asks of you,
and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.
Do to others as you would have them do to you.
For if you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you?
Even sinners love those who love them.
And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you?
Even sinners do the same.
If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment,
what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners,
and get back the same amount.
But rather, love your enemies and do good to them,
and lend expecting nothing back;
then your reward will be great
and you will be children of the Most High,
for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

"Stop judging and you will not be judged.
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
Forgive and you will be forgiven.
Give, and gifts will be given to you;
a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing,
will be poured into your lap.
For the measure with which you measure
will in return be measured out to you."

Verse 30: "Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one who 
takes what is yours do not demand it back."

Our Lord never orders us to refuse a petition; but the meaning of His
words here is, that we are to give what is just and reasonable, what
will neither harm us or our families; for what is unjustly asked for
may be rejected.

The sin we commit is often times far from trivial, particularly when we
refuse a just or reasonable request; then we add our two cents in and
complain about it. Someone might ask us for some money that we can 
spare and we say, "Why doesn't that lazy guy get a job?" Or "The nerve
of that guy asking me to give him my hard earned pay, and all he does
is go around panhandling."

St. John Chrysostom answers this best his Homily XXI: "On the 
supposition that you do, is it not that you may have some plea to 
reprehend another for the morsel of bread he begs at your hands? You
give him no charitable relief, give him then no contumelious words: if
you have no compassion for him yourself, do not prevent others from
showing him commiseration. Abraham, in the number of guests he received,
had the honor of receiving under his roof even angels. Let us not,
therefore, be strict and unfavorable judges in regard of our suffering
and distressed neighbors, lest perhaps we ourselves come to be more
severely judged."

Verse 35: "But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend 
expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great and you will be 
children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and 
the wicked."

Expecting nothing back, as in a desire of doing good. Those who only
loan money with the hope of making a profit, that is with interest, are
not doing it for generosity. It is business for them not charity.

Verse 37: "Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning 
and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven."

"What can be imagined more kind, what more merciful, than this conduct
of our Sovereign Lord, that the sentence of the judge should be left in
the hands of the person to be judged?"-Bishop Cornelius Jansenius

Verse 38: "Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, 
packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your 
lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured 
out to you."

"Here all solicitude of diffidence, all delay of avarice, is cut off;
for what truth promises to repay, humility may safely expend."-Pope St.
Leo the Great
