Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time C

Reading I
Jer 17:5-8

Thus says the LORD:
Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings,
who seeks his strength in flesh,
whose heart turns away from the LORD.
He is like a barren bush in the desert
that enjoys no change of season,
but stands in a lava waste,
a salt and empty earth.
Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD,
whose hope is the LORD.
He is like a tree planted beside the waters
that stretches out its roots to the stream:
it fears not the heat when it comes;
its leaves stay green;
in the year of drought it shows no distress,
but still bears fruit.

Verse 5: "Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings,
who seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns away from the LORD."

The "Thus" here is continued from the last chapter, which the Septuagint reads, "cursed."
Sedecias has formed alliances with several princes, instead of turning to the Lord.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Our chief dependence must be on God, not on human policy."

Verse 6: "He is like a barren bush in the desert that enjoys no change of season,
but stands in a lava waste, a salt and empty earth.

You may find in other translations, a tamaric, which is a barren shrub which grows 
in the driest parts of the wilderness. They are common in desert settings, we have them 
here where I live in California; they are also popular in Jerusalem. As a matter of fact,
I have planted over 200 tamaric cuttings which have become rather large trees here on my ranch. 
They make great wind breaks.
See Jeremiah 48:6 and Isaia 17:2

The "salt," refers to the environment of Sodom, the fruits of which were bad.

Verse 8: "He is like a tree planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the 
stream: it fears not the heat when it comes; its leaves stay green; in the year of drought it 
shows no distress, but still bears fruit."

See Psalm 1:8 and Nehemia chapter 8. How different from the wicked!

Reading II
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20

Brothers and sisters:
If Christ is preached as raised from the dead,
how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead?
If the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised,
and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain;
you are still in your sins.
Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,
we are the most pitiable people of all.

But now Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Verses 13-23: St. Paul brings many reasons to convince the Corinthians of the resurrection.

I will quote Dr. Robert Witham: 

"1). If there be no resurrection for others, Christ is not risen again: but His resurrection
(as he tells them in verse 4) was foretold in the Scriptures.

2). If Christ be not risen again...your faith is in vain, this being one of the chief 
articles of your belief.

3). We shall be found guilty of lies and impostures; and yet we have confirmed this doctrine
by many miracles.

4). It would follow that you are not freed from your sins; that is, unless Christ, by His
resurrection triumphed over sin and death.

5). Without a resurrection we Christians, who live under self-denials and persecutions, would be the most
miserable of all men, neither happy in this world nor in the next, for the happiness of the
soul requires also a happy resurrection of the body.

6). Christ is the first-fruits, and the first begotten of the dead, of those who have slept;
and by His being the first-fruits, it must be supposed that others also will rise after Him.

7). As death came by the first man, (Adam) so the second man (Christ) came to repair the
death of men, both as to body and soul; and without Christ's resurrection, both the souls of
men have remained dead in their original sins, and their bodies shall not rise again."


Gospel
Lk 6:17, 20-26

Jesus came down with the twelve
and stood on a stretch of level ground
with a great crowd of his disciples
and a large number of the people
from all Judea and Jerusalem
and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon.
And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:
"Blessed are you who are poor,
for the kingdom of God is yours.
Blessed are you who are now hungry,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who are now weeping,
for you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you,
and when they exclude and insult you,
and denounce your name as evil
on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day!
Behold, your reward will be great in heaven.
For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way.
But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
Woe to you who are filled now,
for you will be hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will grieve and weep.
Woe to you when all speak well of you,
for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way."

Verse 17: "Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a stretch of level ground with a 
great crowd of his disciples and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem
and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon."

"To a more extended and even part of the mountain as we learn from comparing this text with
St. Matthew 5:1 as it was from the mountain that Jesus Christ addressed to the people the
following discourse."-Vatable

Verse 20: "And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:
"Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours."

St. Matthew mentions eight Beatitudes in his Gospel, St. Luke only four; but St. Luke only 
gives an abridgment in this passage, whereas St. Matthew gives us more details. Note that
in these four Beatitudes St. Luke gives us, all eight are contained; sort of a Reader's
Digest version. Both Evangelists place poverty at the beginning, probably because it is
the parent of the other virtues; for he who has forsaken earthly possessions, deserves
heavenly ones. 

"Neither can any man expect eternal life, who is not willing to forsake all in affection, and 
in effect also, if called upon for the love of our Blessed Lord."-St. Ambrose

"Not that every one under great poverty is happy, but that the man who prefers the poverty
of Christ to the riches of the world, ought certainly to be esteemed such. Many indeed are
poor in worldly substance, but are avaricious in affection; to such as these poverty is no
advantage. Nothing that is against the will, merits reward; therefore all virtue is known by
the will. Blessed, therefore, are the poor, who bear poverty for the sake of Christ; he 
himself has already trodden the path before us, and taught us by his example that it leads
to honor and enjoyment."-St. Cyril

Verse 24: "But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation."

Our Lord already having declared how meritorious poverty of spirit was to eternal life,
proceeds to denounce heavy chastisements upon the rich and proud.

"Although in great riches there are great inducements to sin, yet there are not wanting even in that state great incitements to virtue; neither is this wo aimed against those who abound in affluence; but against those who abuse that affluence which Providence has bestowed upon them."-St. Ambrose

Verse 25 "Woe to you who are filled now, for you will be hungry."

Just as before Our Lord promised blessings to those that hunger, that weep, that are outcasts for Christ's sake; so here, and in the next verse too, Jesus denounces curses to such as are filled, and laugh, and are praised; that is, to such, as so far seek their beatitude in present enjoyment, as to become indifferent with regard to the good things of the next world.

Verse 26: "Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way."

"The ministers of the Gospel must not value themselves, when they are applauded by men: for so did the fore-fathers of the Jews formerly commend the false prophets, when they flattered the people, and spoke things that were pleasing to them."-Dr. Robert Witham
