Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading I
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8

In the year King Uzziah died,
I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne,
with the train of his garment filling the temple.
Seraphim were stationed above.

They cried one to the other,
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!
All the earth is filled with his glory!"
At the sound of that cry, the frame of the door shook
and the house was filled with smoke.

Then I said, "Woe is me, I am doomed!
For I am a man of unclean lips,
living among a people of unclean lips;
yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"
Then one of the seraphim flew to me,
holding an ember that he had taken with tongs from the altar.

He touched my mouth with it, and said,
"See, now that this has touched your lips,
your wickedness is removed, your sin purged."

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?"
"Here I am," I said; "send me!"


Verse 1:  "In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne,
with the train of his garment filling the temple."

You may find his name spelled Ozias in other translations.  He died from leprosy.  This chapter
and the former chapters of Isaia relate to the commencement of Jonathan's reign, whether before
or after the death of the King.

Origen and St Jerome, as well as others, think that this was the first prediction of Isaia.

"I saw,"  This was by a Prophet's vision, as if I had been present at the dedication of the 
Temple.  See 1 Kings 8:10

"I saw the Lord seated on a high"  This was not the Father as many assume, but the Lord
Jesus Christ.  See John 12:40

"Neither Moses nor any other saw the substance of God, but only a shadow."-Dr. Robert Witham

We only have the first sentence of this verse, so I will give you the whole thing using the 
Douay-Rheims translation.

Verse 2:  "Upon it stood the Seraphim: one has six wings, the other had six wings: with two
they covered his face, and with two they covered his feet, and with two they flew."

The Seraphim constitute the highest Choir of Angels.  See Numbers 21:6

"His face,"  God's or their own face.  This is sort of ambiguous, You the reader gets the
feeling it is the Lord's face he talking about.

Cardinal Juan Maldonato says, "Out of respect they looked not at His divine majesty."

Verse 3:  "They cried one to the other, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!
All the earth is filled with his glory!""

This is by no means a prophecy of the Incarnation.  St Jerome and Pope St. Gregory the Great
agree that Unity and the Holy Trinity are insinuated here.

Verse 4:  "At the sound of that cry, the frame of the door shook and the house was filled with 
smoke."

The Seraphim signify that the veil was removed by the death of Christ.

A Jew explained to St. Jerome that this meant that the people should be led into captivity.

Verse 5:  "Then I said, "Woe is me, I am doomed!  For I am a man of unclean lips,
living among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

The Prophet was grieved that he was unworthy to join in the acclamation of the Seraphim, and
reason to fear death.  See Genesis 16:13 and Exodus 33:20

He finds himself less able to speak than before, like Moses.  See Exodus 4:10 and 6:12

Verse 6:  "Then one of the seraphim flew to me, holding an ember that he had taken with tongs 
from the altar."

This ember also called a coal in other translations.  The word in the Septuagint is
"Carbunele,"  the Word of God, says St. Basil, the spirit of prophecy. 

Verse 7:  "He touched my mouth with it, and said, "See, now that this has touched your lips,
your wickedness is removed, your sin purged." 

As Job's friends maintained, all  defects were attributed to some sin, in this case, a speech
impediment was the sin that was purged.

Verse 8:  "Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?"
"Here I am," I said; "send me!"

"Who will go for us?"  Here we have another proof in the Old Testament as to the plurality
of Persons in the Blessed Trinity.

St Jerome points out because Isaia asked to be sent, he was an Evangelical and Apostolical
Prophet.



Reading II
1 Cor 15:1-11 or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11

I am reminding you, brothers and sisters,
of the gospel I preached to you,
which you indeed received and in which you also stand.
Through it you are also being saved,
if you hold fast to the word I preached to you,
unless you believed in vain.
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received:
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures;
that he was buried;
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve.
After that, Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once,
most of whom are still living,
though some have fallen asleep.
After that he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles.
Last of all, as to one born abnormally,
he appeared to me.
For I am the least of the apostles,
not fit to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God.
But by the grace of God I am what I am,
and his grace to me has not been ineffective.
Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them;
not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me.
Therefore, whether it be I or they,
so we preach and so you believed.

This chapter is addressed to those Corinthians who denied the Resurrection.  St. Paul,
in order to correct their philosophical opinion, gives them his counsel and advice
in this chapter.  Just in case they think he is preaching a new doctrine, in the
beginning of his admonitions he informs them that he is preaching no other gospel
than what he has always taught and wherein they believe.

Verse 7:  "After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles."

This time is not mentioned in the Gospels.

Verse 8:  "Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared to me."

Born abnormally means after Christ's Ascension.  

"St. Paul calls himself so out of humility, abortives being commonly imperfect and less
than others."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 10:  "But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been 
ineffective.  Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of 
God that is with me."

"I have toiled harder than all of them."  He does not say better, nor does he indicate he
has excelled past them, and even as to his labors, he gives honor to God.  Notice how he
ends this verse, "not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me." 

Gospel
Lk 5:1-11

While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.
He saw two boats there alongside the lake;
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore.
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
"Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
Simon said in reply,
"Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
but at your command I will lower the nets."
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish
and their nets were tearing.
They signaled to their partners in the other boat
to come to help them. 
They came and filled both boats
so that the boats were in danger of sinking.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
"Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him
and all those with him,
and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
who were partners of Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men."
When they brought their boats to the shore,
they left everything and followed him.

Verse 1:  "While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God,
he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret."

Cardinal Juan Maldonato says, "What St. Luke here gives till verse 10, is mentioned
purposely to show on what occasion, and by what miracle, Peter, Andrew, James, and
John were called."

Verse 2:  "He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and were 
washing their nets."

In Matthew 4:18 and Mark 1:16, it states Jesus saw them casting their nets; that is some of
them were casting, others washing or mending the nets.

Verse 3:  "Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out 
a short distance from the shore.  Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat."

The reason two boats are mentioned and that Jesus got into St. Peter's boat, sat down and 
while sitting taught, can only mean, to answer the Reformers and other commentators, is to 
show that the Church was figured by the bark of Peter, and that in it is the Chair of Christ, 
a permanent authority, prefigured by Christ's sitting down, and the True Word of God.

Verse 4:  "After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch."

"Put back from whence you have just now returned.  Where you failed without Christ, with 
Christ  you will prove successful.  Now is the proper time, when you act in my presence,
and according to my orders; before it was not, when you followed your own, and not my will."
-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

St. Augustine interprets the text, "Launch out in the deep," (which you may come across in
other translations) as spoken of distant nations, to whom the Gospel was afterwards delivered.
See Isaia 5:26 and 11:12

Verse 5:  "Simon said in reply, "Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught nothing,
but at your command I will lower the nets."

St. Peter's words seem to express he has little hope for success, as he had worked hard all 
night, which is the best time for fishing as any fisherman knows, yet these words were intended
by St. Peter to show his great confidence, not withstanding his lack of success, he was willing
to obey; he relied on his words, and let go his net in the same place where he had been fishing
before.  Even though he was disappointed before hand, his confidence and obedience proved
not to be in vain.  What he had done on his own was a failure, but after Divine power was
sent out, success followed.

Verse 6:  "When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were 
tearing."

"When Christ had commanded Peter to let go the net, as great a quantity of fish were taken
as this Lord of the land and sea wished.  For the voice of the Lord is the voice of power,
at the command of which, in the beginning of the world, light and every created thing sprang 
into existence.  This it was  that so much astonished Peter."- St. Gregory of Nazianzus

"The net is broken, but the fishes are not lost, because the Lord preserves His servants
among the scandals (schisms and heresies) of His enemies."-St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 7:  "They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. 
They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking."

"The other ship was probably at such a distance from them, that they could not be heard,
had they called out to them; and this also is another proof of the greatness of the
miracle, that though the other ship was fishing in the same place, though a little
removed, they could catch nothing."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

"This also shows that Peter was to call in other co-laborers, and that all were to
come into Peter's ship."-St. Ambrose

Verse 8:  "When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said,
"Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man."

"Such was the excess of St. Peter's humility, that he judged himself unworthy the
presence of Christ, and by this rendered himself more worthy.  So the Centurion,
for a similar act of self-debasement, merited to hear from Truth itself, that he
was preferred to all Israel.  Euthymius is however of opinion, that St. Peter desired
Christ to leave him through fear, lest some evil should befall him, because he was
not worthy of His presence.  In the same manner as the widow of Sarepta thought her
son had died, because she was not worthy of the presence of Elias."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato
See 1 Kings 17:18

Verse 10:  "and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men."

"Jesus answers the thought of St. Peter, that instead of any loss or evil coming to him,
he should, on the contrary, receive a great reward, by being appointed a fisher of men;
and, as he had taken so many fishes by the Divine assistance, so he should take in his
net innumerable souls, not so much by his own industry, as by the Divine grace and 
assistance."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

Verse 11:  "When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him."

It is reasonable to assume that these four Apostles, like St. Andrew, followed Jesus at the  first call, but without attaching themselves to Him; and now they have joined Him, never to leave His side again.


God love yas,

Tim
