Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time C

Reading I
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19

The word of the LORD came to me, saying:
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I dedicated you,
a prophet to the nations I appointed you.

But do you gird your loins;
stand up and tell them
all that I command you.
Be not crushed on their account,
as though I would leave you crushed before them;
for it is I this day
who have made you a fortified city,
a pillar of iron, a wall of brass,
against the whole land:
against Judah's kings and princes,
against its priests and people.
They will fight against you but not prevail over you,
for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.

Verse 5:  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were 
born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you."

Knew with affection, and designed for you this office from eternity.
Many think that Jeremiah was purified from Original Sin before his birth.
St. Augustine says he had this privilege, and was also a priest, prophet,
virgin, and martyr.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Yet to sanctify, often means only to set aside."
See Exodus 13:2 and Ecclesiastes 49:9

It should be noted that the nations in this text are meant for the Prophet
to over throw, as he points out.

Verse 17:  "But do you gird your loins; stand up and tell them all that I command 
you.  Be not crushed on their account, as though I would leave you crushed before 
them"

"gird your loins" means to make haste, or act quickly and take courage.
See Job 38:3

Verse 19:  "They will fight against you but not prevail over you, for I am with 
you to deliver you, says the LORD."

Notice the word "prevail,"  God does not promise peace, but victory.

Reading II
1 Cor 12:31--13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13

Brothers and sisters:
Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.
But I shall show you a still more excellent way.

If I speak in human and angelic tongues,
but do not have love,
I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.
And if I have the gift of prophecy,
and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge;
if I have all faith so as to move mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give away everything I own,
and if I hand my body over so that I may boast,
but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind.
It is not jealous, it is not pompous,
It is not inflated, it is not rude,
it does not seek its own interests,
it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury,
it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails.
If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing;
if tongues, they will cease;
if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.
For we know partially and we prophesy partially,
but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
When I was a child, I used to talk as a child,
think as a child, reason as a child;
when I became a man, I put aside childish things.
At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror,
but then face to face.
At present I know partially;
then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.
So faith, hope, love remain, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.

1 Cor 12:31  "Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.
But I shall show you a still more excellent way."
.
These spiritual gifts are to be more esteemed, as they are accompanied with charity,
as St. Paul is going to show in the next chapter.

1Cor 13:1  "If I speak in human and angelic tongues, but do not have love, I am a 
resounding gong or a clashing cymbal."

St. Paul in this chapter shows the necessity of the great virtue of charity, that is,
of the love of God and neighbor.

A clashing cymbal or a tinkling cymbal may give notice and be beneficial to others,
but not to itself.  

"Without charity, both towards every individual, and especially towards the common 
body of the Church, none of the aforesaid gifts will be available."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verses 2-3  "And if I have the gift of prophecy, and comprehend all mysteries and all 
knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing.  If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing."

These prove that faith without good works, and especially charity for God and our 
neighbor, cannot avail to eternal life; faith and charity are both essentially 
necessary.  Hence St. Augustine declares, that where there is not true faith, there 
cannot be justice, which if they had, they would never tear in pieces the body of
Christ, which is the Church.

Verse 4:  "Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous"

The Greek word used here in this verse seems to have been taken from the Latin.
St. John Chrysostom expounds it, not rash, but acts prudently and considerately.

Verse 5:  "It is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests,
it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury"

St. John Chrysostom says charity is not ashamed of anyone.  You may find the word 
ambitious in other translations.

Verse 8:  "Love never fails.  If there are prophecies, they will be brought to 
nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing."

"Prophesies and tongues last no longer than this life.  Knowledge shall be destroyed,
that is, that imperfect knowledge we have in this world.  For now we know only in 
part, we only see, as it were,  through a glass, and imperfectly.

Faith, which is of things that appear not, and hope, which is of things we enjoy not,
will cease in Heaven, but charity, the greater, or greatest even of these three, will
remain, and be increased in Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 10:  "For we know partially and we prophesy partially, but when the perfect 
comes, the partial will pass away."

St. Augustine proves from this text, that the Saints in Heaven have a more perfect
knowledge of what passes here below, than when they sojourned on earth.

Verse 11:  "When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason 
as a child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things."

"I, like you, formerly judged of the goodness and excellency of these spiritual gifts
by the advantages they procured; but after the Almighty had bestowed upon me his 
particular light, my opinion was far otherwise.  Prophecy, and the gifts of language
are certainly very estimable gifts, yet charity is much more excellent."-Calmet

"It is by charity we approach near to God, that we become His true image.  Can we, 
then, wonder at the magnificent praises, glorious prerogatives, and surprising
efforts St. Paul gives to this all necessary virtues?"-Rev George Leo Haydoc


Gospel
Lk4:21-30

Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying:
"Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing."
And all spoke highly of him
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They also asked, "Isn't this the son of Joseph?"
He said to them, "Surely you will quote me this proverb,
'Physician, cure yourself,' and say,
'Do here in your native place
the things that we heard were done in Capharnaum.'"
And he said, "Amen, I say to you,
no prophet is accepted in his own native place.
Indeed, I tell you,
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah
when the sky was closed for three and a half years
and a severe famine spread over the entire land.
It was to none of these that Elijah was sent,
but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.
Again, there were many lepers in Israel
during the time of Elisha the prophet;
yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian."
When the people in the synagogue heard this,
they were all filled with fury.
They rose up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill
on which their town had been built,
to hurl him down headlong.
But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away.

Verse 21:  "Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: "Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing."

"By this Christ wished to show He was the Messiah foretold by the Prophet Isaiah. whom they so anxiously expected: He declares Himself to be the person pointed out by the Prophet.  There seems to be a secret reprehension in these words of Jesus. as if He were to say, "Why are you so desiring to see the Messiah, whom, when He is before your very eyes, you will not receive?"  Why do you seek Him in the Prophets, when you neither understand the Prophets, nor perceive the truth of their predictions, when they are fulfilled before your eyes?"-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

Verse 23:  "He said to them, "Surely you will quote me this proverb, 'Physician, cure 
yourself,' and say, 'Do here in your native place the things that we heard were done 
in Capharnaum.'"

"I see you will object to me this similitude, or trite saying, applied to such as 
attended to the concerns of others, and neglected their own."-Menochius

Verse 30:  "But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away."

"Perhaps our Lord passed by making Himself suddenly invisible, or by striking them
with blindness, or by changing their minds, and hearts, as He pleased."-Dr Robert Witham

All commentators take note on this passage; that St. Luke wished to show that Christ worked a miracle on this day, and by doing so, proved His Divinity.  Saints Euthymius,  Ambrose, and Thomas Aquinas all agree.

St. Ambrose says, "We must observe that Christ did not suffer from necessity, but 
because He wished it.  He was not taken by the Jews, but delivered up Himself; at
His own pleasure He escapes; when He wills it, He is condemned; and when He wills it, He is freed."

The more common opinion is, that He rendered Himself invisible on this occasion;
though others imagine that he changed their wills, or withheld their hands.

"When we observe the outrageous treatment Jesus Christ met with from the people of
Nazareth, we are not surprised that He should shut up the fountain of His beneficiaries against them for their incredulity, and return to Capharnaum."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

