Feast of the Holy Family

Dear friends,

I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and may your new year bring you great joy and happiness.  God love yas!

Tim



Reading I
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28

In those days Hannah conceived, and at the end of her term bore a son
whom she called Samuel, since she had asked the LORD for him.
The next time her husband Elkanah was going up
with the rest of his household
to offer the customary sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vows,
Hannah did not go, explaining to her husband,
"Once the child is weaned,
I will take him to appear before the LORD
and to remain there forever;
I will offer him as a perpetual nazirite."

Once Samuel was weaned, Hannah brought him up with her,
along with a three-year-old bull,
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine,
and presented him at the temple of the LORD in Shiloh.
After the boy's father had sacrificed the young bull,
Hannah, his mother, approached Eli and said:
"Pardon, my lord!
As you live, my lord,
I am the woman who stood near you here, praying to the LORD.
I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request.
Now I, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD."
Hannah left Samuel there. 

Verse 20:  "In those days Hannah, conceived, and at the end of her term bore a son whom she called Samuel, since she had asked the LORD for him"

The end of the term, or the year, the ancients referred to often times as the time between conception and the nativity.  See Genesis 18:10

The name Samuel means asked of God.  Sigonius says some letters have been omitted for am easier pronunciation.  In Hebrew the name is written as "Saul-meel."  The name could possibly signify, "God placed him," in Hebrew it is written: sum-hal.  The Hebrew word, "Shaal," means to ask, Vatable thinks that Hannah retained only the first letter. 

Verse 21:  "The next time her husband Elkanah was going up with the rest of his household to offer the customary sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vows"

This vow was in consequence of his son's birth. The sacrifice might be of precept, such as the Paschal lamb, or for his wife's purification and the redemption of his first-born, as they could not attend in person.

"The victim of days and his vow, which he had probably made in conjunction with Hannah."-Cardinal Juan Maldonado

Verse 22:  "Hannah did not go, explaining to her husband,
"Once the child is weaned, I will take him to appear before the LORD and to remain there forever"

The Mother of the Holy Machabees weaned her children at three years of age, ( 2 Mac 7:27)  Gallien asserts this is the proper time.  Avicenna, on the other hand, says two years is sufficient.  See Genesis 21:8

Iremelius translates this passage, "till the child be grown up."  Verse 24 clearly indicates, in every other translation I have read, except the one we are using,  the child was very young, I have no clue where he came up with the all grown up translation.  Maybe this is another reason why we have over 28,000 churches in the world today.

Verse 24:  "Once Samuel was weaned, Hannah brought him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and presented him at the temple of the LORD in Shiloh"

The three year old bull, or calf was much like the one Abraham sacrificed.  See Genesis 15:9
An Ephah is Hebrew for bushel.  The Douay-Rheims says it was 3 bushels of flour.  See Ruth 2:17

The skin of wine in Hebrew is referred to as a "Nebel."  This is a large measure containing a little more than 87 pints, which is just under 11 gallons, which means this thing had to weigh right at 85 lbs!

The sacrifice seems to have been for thanksgiving accompanied with an ephi for each calf, and with wine.  See Numbers 15 and Ezekiel 46:7


Reading II
1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24

Beloved:
See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.
And so we are.
The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God's children now;
what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is.

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have confidence in God and receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.
And his commandment is this:
we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
and love one another just as he commanded us.
Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them,
and the way we know that he remains in us
is from the Spirit he gave us.

1 John 1-3  "What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched with our hands concerns the WORD of life-for the life was made visible; we have seen it and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was made visible to us-what we have seen and heard we declare now to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ."

The first two verses and part of the third have a great conformity with the beginning of St. John's Gospel.  The construction is somewhat obscure, unless we observe that the second verse is to be taken by way of a parenthesis, and the sense is not complete till these words, WE DECLARE TO YOU; the whole may be expressed in this literal paraphrase: We declare and preach to you the eternal and always living WORD, which from the BEGINNING, (for this word which was with the Father from eternity, HAS APPEARED, and manifested Himself to us, when He took upon Him our Human Nature, and was made flesh).  This word I say, Incarnate, WE HAVE SEEN WITH OUR EYES, we have HEARD HIM preach His Gospel, WE HAVE touched His true Body WITH OUR HANDS, as we witness and declare to you, THAT YOU MAY HAVE FELLOWSHIP with us, and be made partakers of the Graces which God came from Heaven to bestow upon mankind, to make us His adoptive sons and heirs of Heaven.



Gospel
Lk 2:41-52

Each year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, 
and when he was twelve years old,
they went up according to festival custom.
After they had completed its days, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents did not know it.
Thinking that he was in the caravan,
they journeyed for a day
and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances,
but not finding him,
they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions,
and all who heard him were astounded
at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him,
they were astonished,
and his mother said to him,
"Son, why have you done this to us?
Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety."
And he said to them,
"Why were you looking for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?"
But they did not understand what he said to them.
He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them;
and his mother kept all these things in her heart.
And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor
before God and man.

Verse 41:  "Each year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover"

In other parts of the Gospel we are told Mary and Joseph would not have ever dared go to Jerusalem during the childhood of Jesus, they were in Egypt.  Before we start questioning St. Luke's credibility, let's read what St. Augustine says about this verse.


"It might be easier to ascend up to Jerusalem on these particular occasions, without being noticed in so numerous a crowd, and privately return; though it might not be prudent for them to fix their habitation there lest they might be too much noticed; and, as no one has yet informed us how long Archelaus continued to reign, what St. Luke relates might have taken place after the death of that prince."

Verse 44:  "Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances"

"It may be asked how the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph could possibly have come so far without missing Him; but we must take notice. that when the people went up to the temple from remote parts of Judea, their men went in one company, and the women in a separate company, while the children went in either company indifferently; so that St. Joseph imagined that He was with Mary, His mother, while she imagined He was with St. Joseph."-Nicholas de Lyra

Verse 49:  "Why were you looking for me?  Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?"

By these select choice words, Our Blessed Lord clearly shows that God is His Father and not St. Joseph.

Verse 50:  "But they did not understand what he said to them."

"That is, know not when, or by what means, Christ Designed to make Himself known to the world."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 51:  "He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them;
and his mother kept all these things in her heart."

Astonishing humility with the Son of God was pleased to teach by His example, as was being obedient to His parents.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The Evangelist relates nothing of our Savior from the age of twelve till the age of thirty, except that He was subject to St. Joseph and to the Blessed Virgin.  The Divine Spirit showing by this,  that nothing is so great and amiable in Christians,  as ready obedience to the directions of their superiors."

"All children are hereby taught  what subjection and obedience is due from them to their parents."-Barradius

Verse 52:  "And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man."

"It is not that our Lord was any wiser than He was at this moment, or when He was conceived in Mary's womb; but this is said, because He chose to manifest increasing signs of wisdom as He grew older.  In the same manner, He increased in Grace, by displaying, as he got older, the gifts of grace with which He was endowed; and by this excited men to the praise of God, from the consideration of favors God had bestowed upon Him.; and thus He conduced to the honor of God, and the salvation of men."-Pope St. Gregory the Great

"The sun, always equally brilliant in itself, is said to increase in splendor, till it has reached its meridian brilliancy."-Rev George Leo Haydoc
