Fourth Sunday of Advent


Reading I
Mic 5:1-4a

Thus says the LORD:
You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah
too small to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel;
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient times.
Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time
when she who is to give birth has borne,
and the rest of his kindred shall return
to the children of Israel.
He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock
by the strength of the LORD,
in the majestic name of the LORD, his God;
and they shall remain, for now his greatness
shall reach to the ends of the earth;
he shall be peace.

This translation begins with verse two in other Bibles.  We are missing verse one in this translation.

Verse 2:  "Thus says the LORD:  You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old,
from ancient times"

Ephrathah, also called Ephrata in other translations, is the ancient name of Bethleham;  
(See Genesis 35:16) though some think that it was so called after Caleb's wife.

Among the clans of Judah, this refers to the Capitol cities.  In other translations you may come across the phrase, "you are a little one among the thousands of Judah."  This agrees with Matthew 2:4 and is also referenced in Zacharia 9:7

Bethleham seemed to mean to send forth a ruler over the rest.  The ancient Jews clearly understood this of the Messiah.  There have been some to claim this reference was to Zorobabel; but the expressions are much to grand for him.

St. Jerome accuses the Jews of having designedly omitted some cities, (Joshua 25:60) because Bethleham-Ephrata is one. Nowhere else is this described.

Kennicott says the priests substituted "the land of Judah" instead of Ephrathath.  See Matthew 2


Reading II
Heb 10:5-10

Brothers and sisters:
When Christ came into the world, he said:
"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but a body you prepared for me;
in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight.
Then I said, 'As is written of me in the scroll,
behold, I come to do your will, O God.'"

First he says, "Sacrifices and offerings,
holocausts and sin offerings,
you neither desired nor delighted in."
These are offered according to the law.
Then he says, "Behold, I come to do your will."
He takes away the first to establish the second.
By this "will," we have been consecrated
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Verses 5-8  Christ, as it were, coming into the world, says, by the words of the Psalmist, (Psalm 39:7-8) Sacrifice and oblation you did not desire.  That is, such sacrifices as were offered in the former law, bulls, doves, goats, lambs, etc.  All these animal sacrifices could not please God, appease His anger, nor make sufficient reparation for sin.

"but a body you prepared for me..."God decreed Jesus should be made man, to suffer and die upon a Cross to redeem mankind.  Jesus willingly undertook the work of man's redemption.

Verse 9:  "Then he says, "Behold, I come to do your will."  He takes away the first to establish the second.  By this "will," we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

That is, he takes away the imperfect sacrifices of the Law of Moses, that to them might succeed the sacrifice of Christ.

Hebrews 10:10-11  "By this, 'WILL, we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  Every priest stands daily at his ministry, offering frequently those same sacrifices that can never take away sins."

Verse 10:  The source and primary cause of our sanctification is the will of God, who so loved the world as to give us His only Son; the meritorious cause of our sanctification is the voluntary oblation of Jesus Christ, sacrificed for us upon the Cross.  Methodists shamefully misrepresent the tenents of Catholics, as if we excluded Christ from the work of our salvation, or hoped to be saved not by the merits of Christ, but by our own.

Verse 11:  The author here is referring to the Jewish Levites, the Jewish priests.  This verse does in no way pertain to the Priesthood of the Catholic Church which was institued by Christ Himself.  See John 20:19-23.

Gospel
Lk 1:39-45

Mary set out
and traveled to the hill country in haste
to a town of Judah,
where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
the infant leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said,
"Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
And how does this happen to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled."

Verse 39:  "Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah"

The city is said to have been Hebron, a sacerdotal town, (See Joshua 21:11) situated in the mountains, to the south of Judah, roughly 120 miles from Nazareth.

Verse 41:  "When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit"

"According to the general opinion of the interpreters, the motion of the child at this time was not natural; and some think that God gave to St. John, even his his mother's womb, a passing knowledge of the presence of his Redeemer."-Dr. Robert Witham

See St. Augustine's letter to Dardannus.

Verse 42:  "cried out in a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb"

In the same words Our Lady is pronounced blessed at St. Elizabeth and the Archangel Gabriel; both were inspired by the Holy Spirit, and this not only to the praise of Jesus, but for His sake, to the praise of Mary, calling her blessed, and her fruit (Jesus) blessed; and thus, as St. Bede the Venerable says, "Holding her up to the veneration of both man and angels."

Verse 43:  "And whence is this to me, that the Mother of my Lord should come to me?"

The Mother of my Lord... A proof that Christ was truly God, and the Blessed Virgin Mary truly the Mother of God, says Dr Witham

"Elizabeth was a just and blessed woman; yet the excellency of the mother of God does so far surpass that of Elizabeth, and every other woman, as the great luminary outshines the smaller stars." - St. Jerome
