Second Sunday of Advent C

Reading I
Bar 5:1-9

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery;
put on the splendor of glory from God forever:
wrapped in the cloak of justice from God,
bear on your head the mitre
that displays the glory of the eternal name.
For God will show all the earth your splendor:
you will be named by God forever
the peace of justice, the glory of God's worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights;
look to the east and see your children
gathered from the east and the west
at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing that they are remembered by God.
Led away on foot by their enemies they left you:
but God will bring them back to you
borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.
For God has commanded
that every lofty mountain be made low,
and that the age-old depths and gorges
be filled to level ground,
that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.
The forests and every fragrant kind of tree
have overshadowed Israel at God's command;
for God is leading Israel in joy
by the light of his glory,
with his mercy and justice for company.

This reading, the entire chapter five of the Prophet's book, is about Jerusalem being invited to rejoice, and behold the return of her children out of their Babylonian captivity.

Verse 2:  "wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory of the eternal name."

This cloak of justice, you may find in other translations the phrase, "double garment;" these were worn by people under no disgrace.  See 4:20  Thamar an expensive one.  See 2 Sammuel 13:18

Justice, or mercy, God is bound to fulfill His promises.

Verse 3:  "For God will show all the earth your splendor"

This will be effected by Christ, the sun of justice.  See Isaia 60:1

Verse 4:  "you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of God's worship."

Jerusalem will be distinguished after the captivity; but even more still when Christ appears, and gives peace to His Church, after the age of Persecution.

Verse 5:  "Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see your children
gathered from the east and the west at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God."

They remember His Law with pleasure.  See 4:36 and Isaia 52:2

Verse 6:  "Led away on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will bring them back to you
borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones."

The return of the captive Jews was a great triumph.  See Isaia 46:20 and 59:22

Darius II, (he was the one who took over the Empire after Cyrus the Great died), gave them a convoy of 1000 horsemen.  See 3 Esdras 5:2

Verse 7:  "For God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God."

God is making it possible for the captives to go back home without stumbling under the pillar of God's protection.  See Isaia 40:3

Verse 8:  "The forests and every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God's command"

This is a poetical description.  They shall pass through the sands of Arabia, as if they were under the shade of many trees.  (I wish God would do that for us here in California desert in July)

Reading II
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11

Brothers and sisters:
I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, 
because of your partnership for the gospel
from the first day until now.
I am confident of this,
that the one who began a good work in you
will continue to complete it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.
God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer:
that your love may increase ever more and more
in knowledge and every kind of perception,
to discern what is of value,
so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ
for the glory and praise of God.

Verse 5: "because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day until now."

St. Paul likes to use the phrase fellowship or partnership as we read here, to show a contribution
of charity, or alms, which is may signify in this passage, though some theologians expound it of their being partakers in the graces  of Christ by the Gospel.

Verse 9:  "And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception"

Notice St. Paul is not begging the Phillippians to enjoy themselves with temporal blessings, but that they may be rewarded with an increase of spiritual favors.  In the succeeding verse, St. Paul says that they may be filled with the fruits of justice.

Gospel
Lk 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee,
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.
Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

Verse 1  "In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,  when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,  and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene"

In other translations you come across the word "Procurator"  it is another name for Governor but with the indication there is a subordination to the president of Syria.

This Herod was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great.  He died a violent death by being eaten by worms.

Verse 2:  "during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert."

It is important to note that there was only one high priest at a time, and this privilege belonged to Caiaphas at this time.  Annus, his father-in-law, was always around for guidance I suppose. I have always pictured him as sort of a first century Archie Bunker without the cigar.

Verse 3:  "John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan,  proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins"

It is plain to see for all whom read this, St. John preached a baptism, and conferred it upon many, yet he could not give Baptism for the remission of sins. (It lacked the Trinitarian formula)
Taken from Pope St. Gregory the Great's homily 20

"When the victim was not yet immolated, how could they obtain remission of sins?  How can St. Luke say, "preaching the baptism of penance, for the remission of sins?"  The ignorant Jews not considering the greatness of their transgressions, St. John came exhorting them to acknowledge their sins, and do penance for them; that being converted, and truly contrite, they might seek after their Redeemer, and thus obtain remission of their offences."-St. John Chrysostom, homily 10

From these words originated an opinion, that the baptism of St. John remitted sins. The fallacy of this opinion, now universally exploded, may be detected from two passages of Scripture:

1).  Where St. John himself declares that he does not Baptize with the Holy Spirit and

2).  In Acts 19, where St. Paul orders those who had been baptized by St. John, and had not heard of the Holy Spirit to be rebaptized; (This time with the Trinitarian formula).  We must then conclude, that St. John's baptism was only a ceremony or initiation, by which they enrolled themselves as his disciples, to do penance, as a preparation for the remission of sins by means of the second Baptism of Jesus Christ.

Verse 5:  "Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth"

"In these words, in one sense, were a prediction of deliverance of the Israelites from their captivity, (see Isaia 40:3) and an admonition to level the roads for those that were to return, they also signified the redemption of mankind from the slavery of sin; and that all obstacles, which retarded this benefit, should be removed, and also that the proud should be depressed, and the humble receive graces."-Dr. Robert Witham
