Reading I
Jer 33:14-16

The days are coming, says the LORD, 
when I will fulfill the promise
I made to the house of Israel and Judah.
In those days, in that time, 
I will raise up for David a just shoot;
he shall do what is right and just in the land.
In those days Judah shall be safe 
and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;
this is what they shall call her:
"The LORD our justice."

Verse 15:  "In those days, in that time, I will raise up for David a just shoot;
he shall do what is right and just in the land."

In other translations you may see the phrase a bud of justice. This refers to Christ.  Zorobabel, is here the figure of Our Lord.  The Jews themselves explain this verse to be of the Messiah.

"It evidently refers to Jesus, as He was born of David, whose prosperity should continue till Christ, the founder of an eternal Kingdom."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 16:  "In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;
this is what they shall call her: "The LORD our justice."

The "her"  refers to Jerusalem, or the Church, which receives all its beauty from Christ.


Reading II
1 Thes 3:12--4:2

Brothers and sisters:
May the Lord make you increase and abound in love
for one another and for all,
just as we have for you,
so as to strengthen your hearts,
to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.

Finally, brothers and sisters, 
we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that,
as you received from us
how you should conduct yourselves to please God
--and as you are conducting yourselves--
you do so even more.
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

1 Thess  3:12  "May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you"
.
The Lord will multiply you, that is, increase the number of Christians among you.

1 Thess 4:1  "Finally, brothers and sisters,  we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received from us how you should conduct yourselves to please God
--and as you are conducting yourselves--you do so even more."

In this chapter St. Paul begins to remind the Thessalonians of their obligation of always striving to increase in virtue.  Though he praises them through the whole epistle, he still thinks he needs to warn them not be surprised in uncleanness.  He repeats what he had taught them before; first, that there is vengeance awaiting the workers of evil; and secondly, that the favor of God is the reward of those who deal with the brethren in simplicity, and preserve themselves from defilements of the Gentiles.-taken from St. Ambrose

Gospel
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Jesus said to his disciples:
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on earth nations will be in dismay,
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will die of fright 
in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
But when these signs begin to happen, 
stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

"Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy 
from carousing and drunkenness
and the anxieties of daily life,
and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.
For that day will assault everyone
who lives on the face of the earth.
Be vigilant at all times 
and pray that you have the strength
to escape the tribulations that are imminent
and to stand before the Son of Man."

Luke 21:26  "Men withering away for fear, and expectation of what shall come upon the whole world.  For the powers of Heaven shall be moved."
.
Powers of Heaven. Some explain this of the Angles, who shall be terrified and tremble at the sight of so many calamities.  Others understand it of the heavenly bodies, the sun, moon, star, etc., which shall in some sort, likewise, be confused in the general dissolution.  The prophets often make use of such expressions, when speaking of the fall of monarchies, or the ruin of nations.
.
"The Heavens shall be astonished and moved."  See Ezekiel 32:7 and Joel 3:15

Verse 27:  "And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."

The Jews shall not see Jesus corporally in the flesh, but at the last judgment.  In the Old Testament, Zacharia 12:10, it states:  "They shall see Him whom they pierced with nails."  

"But in the ruin of Jerusalem, all who will compare his predictions with the event, can evidently see that this was the day of His coming, so plainly marked in His words.  Every body should see that this was evidently the hand of God that punished them."-Calmet
