Christ the King Sunday

Reading I
Dn 7:13-14

As the visions during the night continued, I saw
one like a Son of man coming,
on the clouds of heaven;
when he reached the Ancient One
and was presented before him,
the one like a Son of man received dominion, glory, and kingship;
all peoples, nations, and languages serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not be taken away,
his kingship shall not be destroyed.

Verse 13: "As the visions during the night continued, I saw one like a Son of man coming,
on the clouds of heaven; when he reached the Ancient One and was presented before him"

Our Lord appeared about sixty years after the subversion of the Syrian Monarchy; yet these expressions literally refer to His Second Coming, the Parousia. See Matthew 26:64

Calmet takes notice that He had the form of man, as He had the nature. Cardinal Juan Maldonado say "He is clearly predicted."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "By His power antichrist is overthrown."

Verse 14: "the one like a Son of man received dominion, glory, and kingship;
all peoples, nations, and languages serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not be taken away, his kingship shall not be destroyed."

The eternal dominion of Christ could not be expressed in stronger terms. He seems to allude to them. See Matthew 28:18


Reading II
Rev 1:5-8

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,
who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father,
to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

Behold, he is coming amid the clouds,
and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him.
All the peoples of the earth will lament him.
Yes. Amen.

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God,
"the one who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty."

We do not have verse 4 as part of our reading today, but it is important enough to have me give it to you here so you can understand the full meaning of these verses.

Verses 4-6: "John to the seven churches which are in Asia , Grace be unto you, and peace from Him, who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits which are before His throne. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his God and Father, to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen."

John to the seven churches, afterwards named; and by them, to be understood of all churches, bishops, and people in the like dispositions.

From Him, who is, and who was, and who is to come; as these words are only applied, and applicable to Jesus, who is truly God and eternal, Alcazar applies them to God the Father. Others think them to be spoken of God, as the word God agrees to all the Three Divine Persons, who are One and the same God.

The seven spirits, Alcazar understands them to be of seven of God's attributes, or qualities, or even perfections, but, by the common exposition, they are meant seven of the chief created spirits, who in a special manner assist at the throne of God, employed to execute God's commands, as St. Raphael says, "I am one of the seven who stand before God." See Tobit 12:15
These luminaries are the choir of Angels called the Ophanim or Throne Angels.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Some understand this of the Holy Ghost, on account of His seven gifts; but the most literal interpretation is of the principal Angels, who always surround the throne of God. and are His ministering spirits."

Calmet says, "And from Jesus Christ, made man, and the Redeemer of mankind, whom St. John here names after the seven spirits, because he continues his discourse about Christ, who is the faithful witness; testified and approved of God by so many miracles, prophesies, etc. He is the chief of the Martyrs or witnesses, as the Greek word signifies."

The first born of the dead refers to Him being both the first in dignity and the first to rise to an immortal life.

The ruler of the kings of the earth, refers to Jesus, whose power is infinitely greater than all the other kings, and to put the suffering Christians in mind, that they needed not to fear the persecuting Emperors, who have no power after this life.

Christ has made us a kingdom, inasmuch as by His grace He has made us members of His True Church, called to constantly in Scripture, 'the kingdom of God,' and promised us to reign with Him in His glorious Kingdom of Heaven.

He has made us priests to God and His Father, to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
To offer up spiritual sacrifices. See 1 Peter 2:9

To him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. This of course refers to Jesus Christ.

Verse 7: "Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him. All the peoples of the earth will lament him. Yes. Amen. 

This is the Second Coming, the Parousia, when our Lord comes back on Judgment Day.

Verse 8: "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God,
"the one who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty."

The Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters in the Greek alphabet; they signify the same as what follows, the beginning and the end, the first cause and the last end of all human beings, who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Lord God Almighty. These words can only identify Jesus Christ, who is the True God, and here is applied to our Redeemer, who is to come and judge all.

Gospel
Jn 18:33b-37

Pilate said to Jesus,
"Are you the King of the Jews?" 
Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own
or have others told you about me?" 
Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? 
Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. 
What have you done?" 
Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world.
If my kingdom did belong to this world,
my attendants would be fighting
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. 
But as it is, my kingdom is not here." 
So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?" 
Jesus answered, "You say I am a king. 
For this I was born and for this I came into the world,
to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice

Verse 35 Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?"

It pleased God, that Christ, who was to die both for the Jews and the Gentiles, should be betrayed by the one, and put to death by the other.
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