Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time B

Reading I
Dn 12:1-3

In those days, I Daniel, 
heard this word of the Lord:
"At that time there shall arise
Michael, the great prince,
guardian of your people;
it shall be a time unsurpassed in distress
since nations began until that time.
At that time your people shall escape,
everyone who is found written in the book.

Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake;
some shall live forever,
others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.

But the wise shall shine brightly
like the splendor of the firmament,
and those who lead the many to justice
shall be like the stars forever."

Verse 1:  "In those days, I Daniel, heard this word of the Lord: "At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince, guardian of your people; it shall be a time unsurpassed in distress since nations began until that time.  At that time your people shall escape, everyone who is found written in the book."

Michael, alludes to the name of the Machabees.  The Archangel protected the Jews, while Epiphanes was engaged beyond the Euphrates.  At this time the nation was in great distress.  Only about seven thousand ill-armed men adhered to Judas Machabeus; yet these delivered the country by God's Decree.

"written in the book,"  God seemed to keep a register of His friends.

"St. Michael the Archangel, the guardian of the Church, will protect her against antichrist, as her pastors will do visibly."-Dr. Robert Witham

By the way, this is one of the passages the Jehovah's Witness's site as to their belief that Jesus Christ is Michael the Archangel.

Verse 2:  "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake; some shall live forever, others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace."

This shows the great number.  All shall rise again.  In a figurative sense, the Jews who seemed buried shall appear and fight.  This text expresses most clearly, the eternal happiness or misery for mankind.

"Some have understood the Hebrew word, "deraon," stench, or contempt to denote the ignominy of the damned; but the Prophet speaks of the times of the Machabees."-Houbigant

"All shall rise in their bodies, but all shall not be changed for the better."-Dr. Robert Witham  See 1 Corinthians 15:51

Verse 3:  "But the wise shall shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament,
and those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever."

The wise, or those learned in the Law of God and of true Wisdom, which consists in knowing and loving God.

Signonius takes note that in Hebrew the word used here is instructors.  The Holy Machabees and other priests who instructed people in the Law, and stood up for its defense, may be meant.

Calmet says, "There is as much difference between a learned sanctity and a holy rusticity, as there is between Heaven and the stars."

St. Jerome states, "Teachers, martyrs, and virgins are entitled to an aureola, or accidental reward, besides the essential beatitude."


Reading II
Heb 10:11-14, 18

Brothers and sisters:
Every priest stands daily at his ministry,
offering frequently those same sacrifices
that can never take away sins. 
But this one offered one sacrifice for sins,
and took his seat forever at the right hand of God;
now he waits until his enemies are made his footstool. 
For by one offering
he has made perfect forever those who are being consecrated.

Where there is forgiveness of these,
there is no longer offering for sin.

I am going to include verse 10, which is not in our reading, but it is important to the context of the passage.

Hebrews 10:10-11  "By this, 'WILL, we have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  Every priest stands daily at his ministry, offering frequently those same sacrifices that can never take away sins."

Verse 10:  The source and primary cause of our sanctification is the will of God, who so loved the world as to give us His only Son; the meritorious cause of our sanctification is the voluntary oblation of Jesus Christ, sacrificed for us upon the Cross.  Methodists shamefully misrepresent the tenants of Catholics, as if we excluded Christ from the work of our salvation, or hoped to be saved not by the merits of Christ, but by our own.

Verse 11:  The author here is referring to the Jewish Levites, the Jewish priests.  This verse does in no way pertain to the Priesthood of the Catholic Church, which was instituted by Christ Himself.  See John 20:19-23.

Verse 12:  "But this one offered one sacrifice for sins, and took his seat forever at the right hand of God"

The Sacrifice of the Cross-at Calvary.  The Prophet Malachia, to be offered in all nations of the world, prophesied this same sacrifice.  See Malachia 1:11

Hebrews 10:14  "For by one offering he has made perfect forever those who are being consecrated."

By one offering he has perfected or consummated forever them that are sanctified, or justified, because this one oblation was sufficient to sanctify all men.  He repeats this, to show them the excellency of Christ's sacrifice above those of the former Law.  One key point to remember here, the author here is writing to Catholic Christians, there were no other Christians around.  This has been the teaching of the Church for 2,000 years and I challenge anyone to show me otherwise before the year 1500 AD..

Verse 18:  "Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer offering for sin."

From this one oblation on the Cross and the remission of sins obtained for us by our Blessed Lord, do our adversaries pretend, insisting on the bare letter, that Christ has done it all for us, and that we need to do nothing, except of course to take hold of the justifying cloak of Christ's justice by faith alone.  At this rate the love of God and our neighbor, a life of self-denials, such as Christ preached to everyone in the Gospel, the practice of prayer, fastings, alms deeds, good works, the Sacraments instituted by Jesus Himself may all be safely set aside; and we may conclude  from hence, that all men's sins have been remitted before they were even committed!  Into what extravagances do men run, when their private spirit pretends to follow the letter of the Sacred Scriptures, and when they make their private judgment the supreme guide in matters of Divine Faith? 

It is very true that Jesus paid the ransom of all our sins, and His sanctifications are infinite; but to partake of the benefit of this general redemption, the merits and satisfaction of Christ are to be applied to our souls, and this by the order of Providence is to be done not only by faith, but by other virtues, by Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, by the Sacraments, and by the repeating of the oblation and same Sacrifice, the manner is different of course, according to the Doctrine and practice of the Holy Catholic Church, founded by Jesus Christ and given to us by the Apostles, the Mass.

"Belief and faith are proved by works, not by simply saying that one believes, but by real actions,  which are kept up, and by a heart burning with love." -St. John Chrysostom ("Hom. on I Thess, ad loc.").

"Where there is a full remission of sins, as in Baptism, there is no more occasion for a sin offering to be made for such sins already remitted; and as for sins committed, afterwards, they can only be remitted in virtue of the one oblation of Christ's death."-Dr. Robert Witham


Gospel
Mk 13:24-32

Jesus said to his disciples:
"In those days after that tribulation
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from the sky,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

"And then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in the clouds'
with great power and glory,
and then he will send out the angels
and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.

"Learn a lesson from the fig tree.
When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves,
you know that summer is near.
In the same way, when you see these things happening,
know that he is near, at the gates. 
Amen, I say to you,
this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

"But of that day or hour, no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."

Verse 24:  "Jesus said to his disciples: "In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light"

"In the day of judgment the luminaries of Heaven shall not be darkened, not by the privation of their light, but by the approach of the true light of the world, that is, the Great Judge.  And what cause for wonder can there be, that man should be terrified at the thoughts of the last day, when angelic powers shall tremble; or, how will these mortal habitations of ours stand the shock, when the very pillars of Heaven shall be moved?  What will the tender osier suffer, when the lofty cedars of Paradise bend their head!"  -St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 32:  "But of that day or hour, no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."

"How can the Son be ignorant of the last day?  Were this the case, we must thence conclude that His nature was imperfect; since He was under the necessity of a Second Coming, and yet was ignorant when that time should be.  But we must remember, that the meaning of this sentence is not, that Christ was really ignorant of this circumstance, but only that it was not then a convenient time to disclose the secret."-St. Augustine

"Not as if Christ were ignorant Himself, as certain Eutychian heretics, called Agnoitae, held; but because He knew it not as out teacher, to teach it others, as being not expedient."-St. Ambrose

"The Son of God is ignorant of this day not according to His Divinity, which sees and knows all things; but according to His humanity, which does not know it of itself, of its own light, but by the revelation which is made to it by the divinity, which is intimately united to it."-Pope St. Gregory the Great.  See Matthew 24:36
