30th Sunday in Ordinary Time B

Reading I
Jer 31:7-9

Thus says the LORD:
Shout with joy for Jacob,
exult at the head of the nations;
proclaim your praise and say:
The LORD has delivered his people,
the remnant of Israel.
Behold, I will bring them back
from the land of the north;
I will gather them from the ends of the world,
with the blind and the lame in their midst,
the mothers and those with child;
they shall return as an immense throng.
They departed in tears,
but I will console them and guide them;
I will lead them to brooks of water,
on a level road, so that none shall stumble.
For I am a father to Israel,
Ephraim is my first-born.

Verse 7:  "Thus says the LORD: Shout with joy for Jacob, exult at the head of the nations;
proclaim your praise and say:  The LORD has delivered his people, the remnant of Israel."

Rejoice over Babylon.  In Hebrew the word is "Hoshang,"  meaning "I beg," this was usually added; and this acclamation is used by the Catholic Church.

Verse 8:  "Behold, I will bring them back from the land of the north; I will gather them from the ends of the world, with the blind and the lame in their midst, the mothers and those with child;
they shall return as an immense throng."

All will hasten and there will be no impediment.  See Isaia 35:5

Verse 9:  "They departed in tears, but I will console them and guide them; I will lead them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that none shall stumble. For I am a father to Israel,
Ephraim is my first-born."

They departed into tears, or came into captivity. See Baruch 6:6; Psalm 125:6; and Isaia 66:20

" I will lead them to brooks of water..."  They shall find every accommodation and plenty of water.
See Isaia 25:7 and 49:10

"For I am a father to Israel..."In other words, God will treat the 10 Tribes of Israel as well as Juda.  Christ inebriates His disciples with His graces.

"Ephraim is my first-born..."  Dr. Robert Witham says, "Ephraim shall be treated with all the love and attention shown to the first-born."


Reading II
Heb 5:1-6

Brothers and sisters:
Every high priest is taken from among men
and made their representative before God,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
He is able to deal patiently with the ignorant and erring,
for he himself is beset by weakness
and so, for this reason, must make sin offerings for himself
as well as for the people.
No one takes this honor upon himself
but only when called by God,
just as Aaron was.
In the same way,
it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest,
but rather the one who said to him:
You are my son:
this day I have begotten you;
just as he says in another place:
You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.

Verse 1:  "Brothers and sisters: Every high priest is taken from among men
and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins."

Every high priest, the author speaks first of the office of priests in general, before he speaks of Christ's priesthood.  A priest is chosen and preferred before other men, as qualified for the divine ministry, to offer up gifts, oblations, sacrifices, in order to obtain forgiveness of his own sins and those of the people, who, by the experience he has of his own infirmities, may compassionate others who offend through frailty or ignorance, every priest (except our Savior) being a sinner.  Nor must he take upon himself rashly and inconsiderately, for temporal motives, this sacred ministry, formidable, says Pope St. Gregory the Great, even for the shoulders of Angels; he must consult God by prayer, follow the advice of his spiritual guides and pious parents; by these means to know whether he has a call from God to this ministry, as Aaron had.

"The priest and pastor should never forget that he is a man and a sinner; that he is honored with this divine ministry, to offer sacrifice both for his own sins and for the sins of the faithful; that prayer should be his delight, the altar his centre, and sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ his supreme felicity."- Dr. Robert Witham

"This sacrifice of the Eucharist has succeeded to all the ancient victims that were immolated of old, to signify the future sacrifice."-St. Augustine

As to the word, "Mass," it was used to signify this holy sacrifice of the altar.  You can look up the Council of Carthage, Cannon 3; St. Jerome's writings; St. Ambrose's writings and the history written by St. Bede the Venerable for more information.

Verse 4:  "No one takes this honor upon himself but only when called by God, just as Aaron was"

We can read in the Old Testament, specifically in 1 Kings 13, 1 Sammuel 13; and 2 Ecclesiastes about the manifest punishments of Almighty God on laics (laymen) that impiously and sacrilegiously attempted the ministry of priests.  In Christian dispensations, Archbishop Thomas Cranmer of England, during the time of King Henry VIII, the very soul of the pretended reformation, dictatorially pronounced, "he that is appointed to be bishop or priest, needs no consideration."
(I am quoting these words from Dr. Stillingfleet from his own handwriting, in his Irenicum.)

But, the Holy Catholic Church has given a very different decision, which is confirmed by the testimony of Sacred Scripture, Apostolical Tradition, and the unanimous consent of the Fathers.  See Acts 6:6; 13:3; 14:22; and 1 Timothy 4:14  You may also want to refer to the history of Socrates who lived in the 6th Century, (not the Greek philosopher) how the usurption of Ischyras, in taking upon himself the name and office of priest without receiving Holy Orders, was reproached as a crime worthy of death.

Verse 5:  "it was not Christ who glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather the one who said to him: You are my son: this day I have begotten you"

"So also Christ, as man, did not glorify Himself, by assuming this dignity of High Priest, but had it conferred upon Him by the Divine decree of His Eternal Father, who said to Him, "You are My Son, and are a priest forever...""-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 6:  "just as he says in another place: You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek."

I suppose a lot of theologians wonder why the author of the Hebrews does not dwell more on the Eucharistic Sacrifice in this Epistle.  Until the Hebrews understand the "Bloody Sacrifice" on the Cross, they could not understand the "Unbloody Sacrifice" of the Altar.  The Holy Fathers observe, that the sacrifice of the Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18) offered in bread and wine, prefigured the unbloody sacrifice offered by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper.  St. Cyprian of Carthage, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, and more Fathers of the Church have all written about this.

It follows, then, that the Holy Eucharist  is truly and properly a sacrifice as well as a Sacrament, as the Paschal Lamb or Passover of the Old Law was both a Sacrament and a Sacrifice.  For either our Blessed Lord offered a Sacrifice at His Last Supper under the forms of bread and wine, or He cannot be called a "Priest forever according to the Order of Melchizedek."

Furthermore, it is important to note that the orders of priests were distinguished by their sacrifice, he would with more propriety have been called a priest forever according to the order of Aaron, and  not of Melchizedek.  See the writings of St. Augustin, De Civitat.

Gospel
Mk 10:46-52

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus,
sat by the roadside begging.
On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
he began to cry out and say,
"Jesus, son of David, have pity on me."
And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 
But he kept calling out all the more,
"Son of David, have pity on me."
Jesus stopped and said, "Call him."
So they called the blind man, saying to him,
"Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling you."
He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and came to Jesus. 
Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want me to do for you?" 
The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see." 
Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has saved you." 
Immediately he received his sight
and followed him on the way.

Verse 46:  "As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, sat by the roadside begging."

Bartimaeus is a Syriac word, it signifies that he was the son of Timaeus.

Verse 51:  Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want me to do for you?"   The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see."

"Let us endeavor  sedulously to imitate the good example of this blind man, who did not ask for honors, riches, or the worldly advantages, but only that he might receive sight; that he might behold that light with the blessed Angels, to which faith alone can conduct us."-St. Bede the Venerable

"In this worse than Cimmerian darkness, how few are found, who pray as they should for this all-necessary light of faith!"-Rev George Leo Haydoc
