Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time B

Reading I
Is 53:10-11

The LORD was pleased
to crush him in infirmity.

If he gives his life as an offering for sin,
he shall see his descendants in a long life,
and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.

Because of his affliction
he shall see the light in fullness of days;
through his suffering, my servant shall justify many,
and their guilt he shall bear.

Verse 10:  "The LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity. If he gives his life as an offering for sin, he shall see his descendants in a long life, and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him."
.
"The LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity"  This means to cleanse him from the wound.
.
God was pleased that he should satisfy for our crimes.  Christ has died for all and established a Church, which shall not perish.

Reading II
Heb 4:14-16

Brothers and sisters:
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God,
let us hold fast to our confession.
For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who has similarly been tested in every way,
yet without sin. 
So let us confidently approach the throne of grace
to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.

Verse 14:  "having, therefore, a great high priest, who has penetrated into the  heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession."
.
Having therefore...as I told you before, a great high priest, Jesus, who ascended into Heaven who can compassionate our infirmities, let us with a firm confidence approach the Throne of Grace, by Faith, Hope, Charity, and good works.

Verses 15-16:  "For we have not a high priest, who cannot have compassion on our infirmities: but one tempted in all things like as we are, without sin.  Let us go, therefore, with confidence to the throne of grace: that we may obtain mercy, and find grace in seasonable aid."
.
Let us often contemplate Jesus Christ on His two thrones, that of His Mercy, and that of His Justice; of His Mercy, where at present He is seated as our compassionate high priest, to bestow on us the riches of His Grace; of His Justice, where He will one day sit as judge, to examine most rigorously both our faith and our practice.  Our separated brethren pretend to prove from this text that we need no help of Saints to obtain any favor.  But by this argument they may as well take away the helps and prayers of the living for one another.  For we do not require the help of either the Saints in Heaven, or the of our brethren on earth, through any mistrust of God's Mercy, but on account of our own unworthiness, convinced that the prayer of a just man avails more with Him, than the desire of a grievous sinner; and of a number making intercessions together, rather than of one alone.  This they cannot deny, except they deny the Holy Scriptures.  Neither do we come less to Him, or with less confidence, when we come accompanied with the prayers of Angels, Saints, priests, or just men. with us, as they fondly imagine and pretend; but with much more confidence in His Grace, Mercy, and merits, than if we prayed ourselves alone.

Gospel
Mk 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him,
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 
He replied, "What do you wish me to do for you?" 
They answered him, "Grant that in your glory
we may sit one at your right and the other at your left." 
Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. 
Can you drink the cup that I drink
or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 
They said to him, "We can." 
Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink,
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;
but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give
but is for those for whom it has been prepared." 
When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John. 
Jesus summoned them and said to them,
"You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles
lord it over them,
and their great ones make their authority over them felt. 
But it shall not be so among you.
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant;
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. 
For the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Verse 35:  "James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him,
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.""

"In St. Matthew's Gospel, 20:20, we read it was their mother, Salome, but probably at their solicitation, or at least with their connivance and consent."-Rev. George Leo Haydoc

Verse 42:  "Jesus summoned them and said to them,  "You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over them felt."

Those who seem to rule over the Gentiles. See Matthew 20:25 and Luke 22:25

Verse 43:  "But it shall not be so among you.  Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant."

"In vain then do men either seek for immoderate power, or sigh after human greatness; for, not power, but humility, is the sure and only path to the summit of perfection.  He then proves to them by His own example, that if they would not believe His words, they might at least learn by His example."-St. Bede the Venerable
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