Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I
Prv 9:1-6

Wisdom has built her house,
she has set up her seven columns;
she has dressed her meat, mixed her wine,
yes, she has spread her table.
She has sent out her maidens; she calls
from the heights out over the city:
"Let whoever is simple turn in here;
To the one who lacks understanding, she says,
Come, eat of my food,
and drink of the wine I have mixed!
Forsake foolishness that you may live;
advance in the way of understanding."


Verse 1:  "Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her seven columns"

The House here is what Saints Ignatius, Gregory, and Augustine refer to as the 
Sacred Humanity, or the Church.  We may receive all instruction, the Seven Sacraments, (hence the seven columns or pillars),and the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

"Pleasure had mentioned her attractions; now those of true wisdom are set before us."-Calmet

God sent His pastors at all times, to invite people to embrace the latter.  They are
all included in the number, "seven," both before and under the Law, as well as in the
Gospel, where St. Paul styles Saints Peter, James, and John, pillars.  See Galatians 

"This is the literal sense, on which the mystical is grounded, and both are intended
by the Holy Ghost, intimating that the uncreated Wisdom took flesh of the Blessed Virgin, prepared the table of bread and wine, as Priest according to the order of Melchisedek, and chose the weak of this world to confound the strong, as St. Augustine explains this passage."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 2:  "she has dressed her meat, mixed her wine, yes, she has spread her table"

In this translation, we are not going to appreciate what the author intended for us 
understand.  Therefore, I will give you the Douay-Rheims translation.

"She has slain her victims, mingled her wine, and set forth her table."

The victims were the sacrificial animals.  Moses had ordered the blood to be poured out at the door of the tabernacle, and a part was to be given to the priests, after which the rest was taken away.  The same thing was probably done at Jerusalem.  
See Leviticus 17:4

This victims are contrasted with those of pleasure.  See Proverbs 7:14

It was not customary for any but barbarians and the so-called gods to take pure wine.  Some mixed two, others three, five, or even twenty parts water.  But the Scholiast of Aristophanes says, the best method was to have three parts water.

"The Fathers often apply this text to the feast of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Eucharist.  St. Cyprian cites the whole passage of Christ's sacrifice in the forms of bread and wine."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 3:  "She has sent out her maidens; she calls from the heights out over the city"

In the Septuagint it reads servant men; meaning the Pastors of the Church, inviting all to piety in so public a manner, that none can plead ignorance, says St. Gregory

The Protestant translation, which we are using, says this:  "She cries upon the
highest places of the city."  You may remember in St Matthew's Gospel 10:37, Our Lord calls upon the Apostles to preach on the roof tops.
Verse 4:  "Let whoever is simple turn in here; To the one who lacks understanding, she says"

Simple yes, but not inconsistent, like children.  See 1 Corinthians 14:20


Gospel
Jn 6:51-58

Jesus said to the crowds:
"I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give
is my flesh for the life of the world."

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying,
"How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 
Jesus said to them,
"Amen, amen, I say to you,
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,
you do not have life within you. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life,
and I will raise him on the last day. 
For my flesh is true food,
and my blood is true drink. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him. 
Just as the living Father sent me
and I have life because of the Father,
so also the one who feeds on me
will have life because of me. 
This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died,
whoever eats this bread will live forever."

John 6:51  "I Am the living Bread, which came down from Heaven."

Christ now no longer calls the belief in Him, or the preaching of the Gospel, the bread 
that He will give them; but He declares that it is His own flesh, and that flesh which 
shall be given for the life of the World.  "This Bread Christ then gave, when He gave 
the mystery of His Body and Blood to His Disciples"- St. Bede the Venerable.

John 6:52  "If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live forever:  and the Bread which I 
will give, is My Flesh for the life of the world."

THE BREAD WHICH I WILL GIVE, IS MY FLESH FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD:  In most Greek  copies we read, IS MY FLESH WHICH I WILL GIVE FOR THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD.  Christ here promised what He afterwards instituted, and gave at His Last Supper.

He promised to give His Body and Blood to be EATEN; the same Body (though the manner be different) which would give on the Cross for the redemption of the world.  The Jews Capharnaum were presently scandalized.  HOW (said they) CAN THIS MAN GIVE US HIS FLESH TO EAT?  Be notwithstanding their murmuring, and offence which His words had given, even to many of His disciples, He was so far from revoking or expounding what He had said of any figurative or metaphorical sense, that He confirmed the same truth in the clearest and strongest terms.  Amen Amen I say to you, unless you eat and drink........(Verse 56)  

FOR MY FLESH IS MEAT INDEED, AND BY BLOOD IS DRINK INDEED.  I cannot omit taking notice of what St. John Chrysostom and St. Cyril say in their commentaries on this place, have left us on these words:  HOW CAN THIS MAN DO THIS?  These words which call in question  the Almighty and incomprehensible power of God, would hinder them, says St. John Chrysostom, from believing all other mysteries and miracles:  they might as well have said: HOW come he with five loaves feed 5,000 men,  This question, HOW CAN HE DO THIS?  Is a question of infidels and unbelievers.

St. Cyril says, that HOW, or, HOW CAN HE DO THIS?  Cannot, without folly, be applied to God.  Secondly, he calls it a question of BLASPHEMY.  Thirdly, a Jewish WORD, for which these Capharnaites deserved the severest punishments.  Fourthly,he confutes them by the saying of the Prophet Isaiah, ( IS 55:9) that God's thoughts are ways as much above those of men, as the Heavens are above the earth.

But if these Capharnaites, who knew not who Jesus was, were justly blamed for their 
INCREDULOUS, Foolish, Blasphemous, JEWISH Saying, HOW CAN HE give us His flesh to eat?  

Much more blamable are those Christians, who, against the words of the Scripture, 
against the unanimous consent and authority of all Christian Churches in all parts of 
the world, refuse to believe His Real Presence, and have nothing to say, but with the 
obstinate Capharnaites, HOW CAN THIS BE DONE?  Their answers are the sane, or no better, when they tell us that the Real Presence contradicts their sense, their reason, that they KNOW  it to be false.  We may also observe, with diver interpreters, that if Christians are not to believe that Jesus Christ is ONE and the SAME God with the eternal Father, and that He is truly and really present in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, it will be hard to deny but that Christ Himself led men into errors, which is blasphemy.  Fore it is evident, and past all dispute, that the Jews murmured, complained, and understood that Christ several times MADE HIMSELF GOD, AND EQUAL TO THE FATHER of all.  Secondly, When, in this chapter, told them He would give them HIS FLESH TO EAT, they were shocked to the highest degree: they cried out, this COULD NOT BE, That these words and this speech was HARD and HARSH, and on this very account MANY that had been His disciples till that time, WITHDREW THEMSELVES from Him, and His Doctrine.

Was it not then at least to set His complaining hearers right, to prevent Blasphemous and idolatrous opinions of the following ages, nay even of all Christian Churches, by telling His disciples at least, that He was only a NOMINAL God, in a METAPHORICAL and IMPROPER SENSE; that He spoke only of His Body being seeing Present in a figurative and METAPHORICAL SENSE in the Holy Eucharist?  If we are deceived, who was it that deceived us but Christ Himself, who so often repeated the same points of our Belief?  His Apostles must be esteemed no less guilty in the Holy Sacrament, as hear after will appear.  

Compare the words here spoken with those He delivered at His Last Supper, and you will see that what He promises here was then full filled:  "This is My Body given for you."  Hence the Holy Fathers have always explained this chapter of St. John, as spoken of the Blessed Sacrament.

John 6:53-54   "The Jews, disputed among themselves, saying: How can this man give us His flesh to eat?  Jesus said to them,' Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.  For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him."

Verse 53:  Because the Jews said it was impossible to give them His flesh to eat, Christ answers them by telling them, that so far from being impossible, it is very necessary that they should eat it.  "Unless you eat...."  St. John Chrysostom-It is not the flesh of merely a man, but it is the Flesh of God, able to make man Divine, inebriating him, as it were, with dignity.

Verse 54:  UNLESS YOU EAT.....AND DRINK.......To receive both the Body and Blood of Christ, is a Divine precept, insinuated in this text; which the Faithful fulfill, though they receive but in one kind; because in one kind they receive both Body and Blood, which cannot be separated from each other.  Hence life eternal is here promised to the worthy receiving, though but in one kind: (verse 52)

John 6:55  He that eats My flesh, and drinks My blood has everlasting life: and I will 
raise him up at the last day."

Jesus Christ, to confirm the notion His disciples had formed of a real eating of His Body, and to remove all metaphorical interpretation of His words, immediately adds, "Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, you shall not have life within you...For My flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed;" which could not be so, if, as sectarists pretend, what He gives us in the Blessed Sacrament is nothing but a bit of bread; and if a figure, certainly not so striking as the manna.

Verse 58:  "Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father,
so also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me." 

"As the living Father sent Me, His only Son, His true Son, to become man, and I live
by the Father, proceeding always from Him; so he that eats Me, first by faith only, by
believing in Me; and secondly, he that eats My Body and Blood, truly made meat and drink, though after a spiritual manner, (not in that visible, bloody manner as the
Capharnaites fancied to themselves) shall live by Me, and live forever, happy in the 
Kingdom of My glory."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 59:  "This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever."

Jesus makes the bread personal to Himself.  He clearly states He is the bread that came down from heaven. Notice the condition He places, "whoever eats this bread will live forever."                                                      
