18th Sunday in Ordinary Time B

Gospel
Jn 6:24-35

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they themselves got into boats
and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
And when they found him across the sea they said to him,
"Rabbi, when did you get here?" 
Jesus answered them and said,
"Amen, amen, I say to you,
you are looking for me not because you saw signs
but because you ate the loaves and were filled. 
Do not work for food that perishes
but for the food that endures for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. 
For on him the Father, God, has set his seal." 
So they said to him,
"What can we do to accomplish the works of God?" 
Jesus answered and said to them,
"This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he sent." 
So they said to him,
"What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you? 
What can you do? 
Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written:
He gave them bread from heaven to eat."
So Jesus said to them,
"Amen, amen, I say to you,
it was not Moses who gave the bread from heaven;
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world."

So they said to him,
"Sir, give us this bread always." 
Jesus said to them,
"I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me will never hunger,
and whoever believes in me will never thirst."

Verse 26:  "Jesus answered them and said, "Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled. "

Jesus does not reply with an express answer to their question, but He replied to their
thoughts.  For they seem to have put this question to Him, that by flattering Him, they might induce Him to work another miracle, similar to the multiplication of loaves and fishes.  Our Lord answers them not to seek for a free lunch, which would only satisfy them for a short time, but for their eternal welfare.

St. Augustine says, "The Church is filled daily with those who come to petition for
temporal advantages, that they may escape the calamity, obtain that advantage in their temporal concerns; but their is scarce one to be found who seeks for Christ, and pays Him His adorations, through the pure love he bears Him."

Verse 27:  "Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal
life, which the Son of Man will give you.  For on him the Father, God, has set his seal." 

"For on him the Father, God, has set his seal."  "The sense seems to be, that Christ having wrought so many miracles in His Father's name, the Father Himself has thereby given testimony in His favor, and witnessed, as it were, under His seal, that Jesus is His true Son, whom He sent into the world."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 30:  "So they said to him, "What sign can you do, that we may see and believe in you?   What can you do?""

Foreseeing that He might with great prosperity, allege the recent miracle, they contrast it with what Moses performed in the desert.  It is true, they say, you once fed 5,000 people with five loaves; but our fathers, to the number of 600,000 did eat, not only for once, but during forty years, manna in the desert; a species of food indefinitely superior to barley bread.  See Numbers 1:46

Verse 31:  "Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: He gave them bread from heaven to eat."

Jesus having declared He was greater than Moses (since Moses could not promise them bread which should never perish) the Jews wished for some sign by which they might believe in Him; therefore they say 'Our fathers did eat manna in the desert, but you have only given us bread; where then is the food that perishes not?'  Christ therefore answers them, that food which Moses gave them, was not the true manna from Heaven, but that it was only a figure of Himself, who came down from heaven to give life to the world.-taken from St. Augustine

St. John Chrysostom observes, "the Jews here acknowledge Christ to be God, since they entreat Christ not merely to ask His Father to give it them, but, do You Yourself give it us."

Verse 32:  ""Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the bread from
heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven."

it was not Moses who gave the bread from heaven...That is, first of all, the manna was not given to your forefathers by Moses, but by God's goodness.

The second point here is the manna did not come from Heaven, but from the clouds, or from the region of the air only.

The third point in this passage is, it did not make them eat it and live forever; but they
that spiritually eat Me (Jesus), the living bread; that is, believe in me and keep My
Commandments, shall live forever. 

See John 6:37, 44, and 66  "No one can come to Me unless the Father draw him.  These verses are commonly expounded of God's elect; who are not only called, but saved, by a particular mercy and providence of God.  God is said to draw them to Himself by special and effectual graces, yet without any force or necessity, without prejudice to the liberty of their Free-Will."-Dr. Robert Witham

St. Augustine says, " A man is said to be drawn by his pleasures, and by what he loves."

Wouldn't it be wonderful if all the people of the world all drawn to God by our love for
Him?

John 6:33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down from Heaven, and gives life to the world."

A life of immortality and eternal happiness to all who worthily receive it.

John 6:34-35 "Then they said to Him, Lord give us always this bread.
Jesus said to them: "I AM the Bread of Life: he that comes to Me, shall not hunger: and he that believes in Me, shall never thirst""

St. Augustine with all the Early Fathers, believed that the Jews did not understand this in its proper sense; but only understood a material bread, of superior excellence to the manna, which would preserve their health and life forever (St. Augustine); or at least, a far more delicious bread, which they were to enjoy during the whole course of their lives.
