Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I

2 Kgs 4:42-44

A man came from Baal-shalishah bringing to Elisha, the man of God,

twenty barley loaves made from the firstfruits,

and fresh grain in the ear. 

Elisha said, "Give it to the people to eat." 

But his servant objected,

"How can I set this before a hundred people?" 

Elisha insisted, "Give it to the people to eat." 

"For thus says the LORD,

"They shall eat and there shall be some left over.'" 

And when they had eaten, there was some left over,

as the LORD had said.

2 Kings 4:42-43  "And a certain man came from Baalsalisa, bringing to the man of God, bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and new corn in his scrip.  And he said: "Give to the people, that they may eat."  

And his servant answered him: "How much is this, that I should set it before a hundred men?"  He said again:  "Give to the people,  that they may eat: for thus says the Lord: They shall eat, and there shall some left.""

Verse 42:  Baalsalisa, is located 15 miles south of Diospoils, and to the north of Jerusalem.

His scrip...The Hebrew word is BETSIKLONA.   In the Protestant Bible the translation is something like, "In the husks thereof."  Carmel means a greenish ear of corn, which might be rubbed in the hand, and so eaten.

Verse 43:  Men...The Disciples of Christ found the like difficulty, (John 6:9).

God multiplied the provisions for these 100 men, living in the community at Galgal.  This prefigured what our Blessed Lord did for the people at Carparnum, (John 6).  Here is another time we see God, PRE-ANNOUNCING  what was to come.

Reading II

Eph 4:1-6

Brothers and sisters:

I, a prisoner for the Lord,

urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received,

with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with one another through love,

striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace:

one body and one Spirit,

as you were also called to the one hope of your call;

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

one God and Father of all,

who is over all and through all and in all.

Verse 1:  "Brothers and sisters: I, a prisoner for the Lord,

urge you to live in a manner worthy of the call you have received"

"Here begins the second part of this epistle, in which he exhorts them to the practice of Christian virtue."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 4:  "one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your call"

"The three great reasons that we have to love one another are contained in this verse,

because we have but one body, of which Christ is the head.  We are all animated by the same spirit, The Holy Ghost, who is given to us all (at Baptism), and we all live in the same hope of eternal happiness."-Calmet

Ephesians 4:5-6:  One Lord, one faith, one Baptism.  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and to the measure of the gift of Christ."

This contains some more reasons why Christians should love one another.  We are all the servants of the same God, believe the same mysteries, and receive the same Sacraments, whoever may be the dispenser of them.

One Faith...As rebellion is the bane of commonwealths and kingdoms, and peace and concord the preservation of the same; so is schism, and diversity of faith or fellowship in the service of God, the calamity of the Church: and peace, unity, and uniformity, the special blessing of God therein.  

St. Cyprian of Carthage, in his book on the Unity of the Church says, "He that holds not, does he think that resists Peter's Chair, upon which the Church was built, does he trust that he is in the Church?"  And again in his Epistle 60, St. Cyprian wrote: "There is one God, and One Christ, and One Church, and One Chair, by our Lord's voice founded upon Peter.  To set up another altar, or to constitute another priesthood, besides the one Altar and the one priesthood, is impossible.  Whosoever gathers elsewhere scatters.  It is adulterous, it is impious, it is sacrilegious, whatever is instituted by man to the breach of God's disposition.

Get ye far from such men: they are blind, and leaders of the Blind."

St. Hilary of Poitiers, Doctor of the Church, also applies this text against the Arians thus:  "Perilous and miserable it is that there are now among them as many false faiths as wills, and as many doctrines as manners; while modes of faith are written as men will, or as they will, so are understood.  Whereas the one truth teaches there is but one God, one Lord, one Baptism, and also One Faith: hence while more faiths are made, they begin by falling from that which is the only faith, and end in having no faith at all."

Gospel

Jn 6:1-15

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. 

A large crowd followed him,

because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick. 

Jesus went up on the mountain,

and there he sat down with his disciples. 

The Jewish feast of Passover was near. 

When Jesus raised his eyes

and saw that a large crowd was coming to him,

he said to Philip,

"Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?" 

He said this to test him,

because he himself knew what he was going to do. 

Philip answered him,

"Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough

for each of them to have a little." 

One of his disciples,

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him,

"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish;

but what good are these for so many?" 

Jesus said, "Have the people recline." 

Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. 

So the men reclined, about five thousand in number. 

Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks,

and distributed them to those who were reclining,

and also as much of the fish as they wanted. 

When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples,

"Gather the fragments left over,

so that nothing will be wasted." 

So they collected them,

and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments 

from the five barley loaves

that had been more than they could eat. 

When the people saw the sign he had done, they said,

"This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world." 

Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off

to make him king,

he withdrew again to the mountain alone. 

John 6:1  "After this, Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is that of Tiberius."

St. John does not usually relate what is mentioned by the other Evangelists, especially what happened in Galilee,  Here in John 6, St. John purposely introduces the subject of the Heavenly bread, which begins at verse 37.  He has the view of the description of the different passovers during Christ's Public Ministry.  As he, therefore remained in Galilee during the third passover, he relates pretty fully what passed during that time.

It is interesting to point out that this miracle, the feeding of the 5,000, is the only 

miracle that appears in all four Gospels.  The other Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke give the same terms as to the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, St. John omits the institution, but gives in detail the repeated Promise of Jesus Christ, relative to this Great Mystery.

John 6:4  "Now the Pasch, the festive day of the Jews, was near at hand."

From the circumstance of the Passover, the number that followed Jesus had greatly increased.

John 6:5  "When Jesus, therefore, had lifted up His eyes. and seen that a very great multitude came to him, He said to Philip: Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?"

In Matthew 14:16, Jesus said, "Give them to eat." but afterwards, accomodating Himself to the weakness of His disciples, He says, "Whence shall we buy bread?"  So there is no contradiction as some would like us to believe.

John 6:10  "Then Jesus said, Make the men sit down.  Now there was much grass in the place.  So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.

The text in St. Matthew's Gospel adds the words: "without counting the women and the children" who could easily equal or even surpass the amount of men.

Verse 11:  "Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted."

In the Greek, there is an addition, "He distributed to the disciples and the disciples to them that were sitting."  The Syriac and some Greek copies agree with the Latin Vulgate.

Verse 12:  "When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples,

"Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted." "

To make the miracle still more conspicuous to the multitude, Jesus showed, that not only their present wants were supplied, but that remained as much, or even more, after they had all been filled, than there had been at first presented to Him.

Verse 14:  "When the people saw the sign he had done, they said,

"This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world.""

Dr. Witham comments, The Prophet here is truly meant as the Messiah.

Verse 15:  "Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain alone."

St. John in this passage corrects what relates to Jesus, and then what relates to the Disciples.  If we followed the timeline in chronological order, the Apostles got into the boat before Jesus went to the mountain.  But, in matters of this nature, it is not uncommon for the historians to follow their own choice. 

God love yas,

Tim

