Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I

Jer 23:1-6

Woe to the shepherds

who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture,

says the LORD. 

Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,

against the shepherds who shepherd my people:

You have scattered my sheep and driven them away. 

You have not cared for them,

but I will take care to punish your evil deeds. 

I myself will gather the remnant of my flock

from all the lands to which I have driven them

and bring them back to their meadow;

there they shall increase and multiply. 

I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them

so that they need no longer fear and tremble;

and none shall be missing, says the LORD.

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,

when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David;

as king he shall reign and govern wisely,

he shall do what is just and right in the land.

In his days Judah shall be saved,

Israel shall dwell in security.

This is the name they give him:

"The LORD our justice."

Verse 1:  "Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture,

says the LORD."

The Pastors here are the successors of Josiah and the false prophets.

Verse 3: "I myself will gather the remnant of my flock from all the lands to which I have driven them and bring them back to their meadow; there they shall increase and multiply."

"The prophets subjoin tidings of peace to such as might cause affliction."-Theodoret

Verses 4 and 5:  "I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them so that they need no longer fear and tremble; and none shall be missing, says the LORD.

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David; as king he shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do what is just and right in the land."

These Pastors, like Zorobabel, for example were a figure of Christ, and of the pastors of His Church. The no longer fear, is used in the sense they will no longer fear as much as they did in the past.  

This passage is a classic case of the many expressions that must be understood.  In this translation  we read the "a righteous shoot to David,"  in the Douay-Rheims, the word branch is used.  In the Septuagint, the word "orient" is used.

The King shall reign, Zorobabel was not the chief governor, though he was the head of his tribe.  The Kingdom of Christ was not of this world.  See John 18:36

Dr. Robert Witham says, "He alone imparts justice to others."

Verse 6:  "In his days Judah shall be saved, Israel shall dwell in security.

This is the name they give him: "The LORD our justice."

This is another Prophecy in which the world will be Redeemed.  See Luke 2:14 and

Ephesians 2:14

"The LORD our justice."  This refers to Jesus in whom we are made just.  He is the true God.  See Col 2:9-14  No man could ever bear this title: and Hugo Grotius insidiously attempted to apply it to the Jews, though the Chaldeans clearly spoke of the Messiah.  I have to think he must have read this with great caution.

Calmet says, quoting the Septuagint, "This is his name, which the Lord will call him, Josedech."

Other translations may read simply, "Lord justify us."

Reading II

Eph 2:13-18

Brothers and sisters:

In Christ Jesus you who once were far off

have become near by the blood of Christ.

For he is our peace, he who made both one

and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his flesh,

abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims,

that he might create in himself one new person in place of the two,

thus establishing peace,

and might reconcile both with God,

in one body, through the cross,

putting that enmity to death by it. 

He came and preached peace to you who were far off

and peace to those who were near,

for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

Verse 14:  "For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his flesh"

"Christ destroyed the enmity which, like a wall of separation, stood between the Jew and Gentile, and united them into one people.  He did this in the flesh on the Cross."-Calmet

Ephesians 2:18-20.

This simply means that we are no longer strangers with regard to God and His Holy Alliance.  

You are no longer travelers and vagabonds, without a God, as you were before your conversion; not knowing to whom you belonged, not finding in paganism either solid foundation or truth, neither hopes for this nor consolation for future life.  But now you are become citizens of  the same city as the Saints, and domestics of the House of God.

Verse 20:  The Church is in this place said to be built upon the Apostles and Prophets, why not then upon St. Peter?

Gospel

Mk 6:30-34

The apostles gathered together with Jesus

and reported all they had done and taught. 

He said to them,

"Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." 

People were coming and going in great numbers,

and they had no opportunity even to eat. 

So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place. 

People saw them leaving and many came to know about it. 

They hastened there on foot from all the towns

and arrived at the place before them.


When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd,

his heart was moved with pity for them,

for they were like sheep without a shepherd;

and he began to teach them many things. 

Verse 30: "The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught."

It must be noted that this verse is absent in St. Matthew's Gospel.  Our Lord's departure retreat into the desert is clearly motivated by the martyrdom of St. John the Baptist; in addition, the notice that thje disciples has taught is at variance with the Synoptic tradition regarding ther nature of their mission, which is to proclaim repentance, (See Mark 6:12-13) and the coming og God's Kingdom.  (See Matthew 10:7 and Luke 9:2; and 10:9)

Mark 6:30 represents a post Resurrectional viewpoint.  (See Acts 4:2-18 and 2:42)

Verses 31-34.  This is the beginning of the Feeding of the 5000 according to St. Mark.

The series of scenes built about the first story of the multiplication of the the loaves is loosely linked to what precedes.

One key note here, When Jesus says, "Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while."

Only St. Mark emphasizes that Jesus was alone with the twelve, a detail that presages a revelation of Jesus to them.

The "rest a while," actually comes from the Old Testament.  The Israelites rested when they entered the Promised Land after they had wandered in the desert for 40 years.  This image of God as the Good Shepherd giving rest to his flock is well renowned.

According to some modern day theologians this passage introduces the Eschatological Shepherd.

Verse 34, Jesus' pity on the poor people recalls the allegory of the shepherd in Ezeckiel 34:5.

God love yas,

Tim

