Happy Mothers's Day to all our mothers.  By numerous requests, I found some time this morning to put this together for you.  Enjoy.

Sunday May 11, 2003

Reading I
Acts 4:8-12

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said:
"Leaders of the people and elders:
If we are being examined today
about a good deed done to a cripple,
namely, by what means he was saved,
then all of you and all the people of Israel should know
that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead;
in his name this man stands before you healed.
He is the stone rejected by you, the builders,
which has become the cornerstone.
There is no salvation through anyone else,
nor is there any other name under heaven
given to the human race by which we are to be saved." 


Verse 10:  "then all of you and all the people of Israel should know that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man stands before you healed."

From this passage St. John Chrysostom made several exhortations  against swearing and profaning the Holy Name of the Lord. 

St. Peter, without fear, boldly and openly tells the Jews of their heinous crime; that
Jesus is the head corner stone, which they had rejected, as Christ Himself had told them (Matt 12:10) and that there is no other name under Heaven given to men to be saved by. 


Verse 12:  "There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other name under Heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved."

This was the Proclamation of St. Peter at the Council of Jerusalem in 49 AD.  He was rebuking the Jews who had profaned the Holy Name.


Reading II
1 Jn 3:1-2

Beloved:
See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.
Yet so we are.
The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God's children now;
what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is. 


Verse 1:  "Beloved:  See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God.  Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him."

St. John had said in the last verse of the forgoing chapter that "every one who does justice is born of Him."  That is, the Son of God by adoption.  But the world knows us not, nor esteems and values us as such: and no wonder, because they have not known, nor acknowledged, nor reverenced God as they should.  


Verse 2:  "Beloved, we are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed.  We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is."

We indeed are the sons of God; we believe it, because God has assured us of it; but it has not yet appeared what we shall be, to what glory or happiness we shall thereby be exalted hereafter, for neither the eye has seen nor the ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, what things God has prepared for those who love Him.  
See 1 Cor 9

"We only know this, that His elect shall be like to Him, because they shall see Him as He is, when they shall enjoy Him in Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham


Gospel
Jn 10:11-18

Jesus said:
"I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
A hired man, who is not a shepherd
and whose sheep are not his own,
sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away,
and the wolf catches and scatters them.
This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd,
and I know mine and mine know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father;
and I will lay down my life for the sheep.
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice,
and there will be one flock, one shepherd.
This is why the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own.
I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again.
This command I have received from my Father." 


Verse 11:  "Jesus said: "I am the good shepherd.  A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep."

How happy we must be to have  such a Shepherd.  So great, so good, so loving, so careful of our true welfare.  Our Blessed Lord is the true Shepherd indeed, that came down from Heaven to seek the poor sheep that had been lost; and when He found them, He took it upon His own shoulders to carry them home with joy to His Heavenly fold.

His Sheep have cost Him dearly.  He gives us a superlative example in this sentence: The Good Shepherd gives His life for His sheep."  We must always follow, obey, love, and even embrace this True Shepherd of our souls.

"The good pastor gives His life for His sheep; He exposes Himself to every danger to save them, no inclemency of the weather, no frost or cold, no rains or tempests, can drive Him from looking over His sheep, to defend them from the attacks of wolves, and like Jacob he might say, day and night."-Calmet  (Genesis 60)

Or like David speaking to Saul, 'Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion or a bear, and took a ram out of the midst of the flock; and I pursued after them, and struck them, and delivered it out of their mouths; and they arose up against me and I caught them by the throat, and I strangled them, and killed them.'  See 1 Kings 17

"This is a model of a true pastor.  But Jesus Christ has done more than this for us.  He has exposed His life and His repose, He has spilled His blood, He delivered Himself to the fury of His enemies, and has offered Himself as a victim on the Cross of His eternal Father, to free us, His lost sheep, from the most cruel wolf, the devil.  And ever since His death He has always protected His Church, assisted and consoled His distressed flock under all their sufferings, pouring into their hearts the consolations of the Holy Spirit,and sending to them holy teachers, to govern and lead them in the holy path of salvation.  Such were the Apostles and their successors, the Bishops and priests of the Holy Catholic Church, whom He has sent, and will continue to send, to govern His flock to the end of time."-Calmet


Verse 13:  "This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep."

Every Bishop and Pastor is bound to abide with his flock in the time of danger, and 
persecution, except himself be personally sought for, rather than the flock, or the flock itself forsake him.  In such cases the Pastor may fly, as the Apostles did, and St. Athanasius and others. 


Verse 14  "I Am the Good Shepherd, and I know My Sheep and Mine know Me."

To Know, in the style of the Holy Scriptures, is to love and approve.


Verse 15  "As the Father knows me, and I know the Father, and I lay down my life for my sheep.

When Jesus says "I lay down my life," He is saying in a short time He will lay down his life for His sheep: for all, and in a special manner for His Elect. 

verse 16  "And other sheep I have, that are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd."

One Fold...In Greek it is translated One flock.  The signification is the same that is, there shall be One Church of Jews and Gentiles converted. 


Verse 17:  "This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again."

Jesus is speaking of Himself as God made man, the Word Incarnate, for the redemption of mankind.  

"He laid down His life and died as a man, and had the power to take it again as God.  Yet the command of laying it down, He as a man received from the Father: thus as man, He was obedient to Him even to the death on the Cross."-Dr. Robert Witham  See Philippians 2:8

God love yas,

Tim
