Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of the Lord The Mass of Easter Day 


Gospel

Jn 20:1-9

On the first day of the week,
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,
while it was still dark,
and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,
"They have taken the Lord from the tomb,
and we don't know where they put him."
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb.
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first;
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
When Simon Peter arrived after him, 
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,
and the cloth that had covered his head,
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place.
Then the other disciple also went in, 
the one who had arrived at the tomb first,
and he saw and believed.
For they did not yet understand the Scripture 
that he had to rise from the dead. 


Verse 1:  "On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb."

This event clearly took place on the First day of the week, the morrow of the Sabbath, Sunday.  In our reading it states it was still dark, this means Mary Magdalene was still under the obligation of the Sabbath.  In some translations it spells out that the distance of where she was to the Sepulcher was within a Sabbath day's journey, which, if memory serves, was about one mile.

As our Blessed Lord had been interred in great haste, the holy women who had before accompanied Him in all His journeys, brought perfumes to embalm His sacred body again, in a manner more proper, than Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea had been able to do before.  St. John makes mention of Mary Magdalene only, because it was his intention to give a particular relation of all that she did; but we learn from other Evangelists, that there were three holy women at the Sepulcher, St. Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome. (Her name is Pronounced 
Sal-o-may  NOT  salami)

"Christ rose again, leaving the stone and seals still lying on the sepulcher.  But as this was to be believed by others also, after the resurrection, the tomb was opened, and thus the belief of what had taken place, propagated.  This it was that struck Magdalene; for as soon as she saw the stone rolled from the sepulcher, without entering, or even looking into it, she immediately ran, in the ardor of her affection, to carry the news to the disciples."-St. John Chrysostom, homily 84


Verse 5:  "he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
When Simon Peter arrived after him"

St. John Chrysostom takes notice that Jesus' body being buried with myrrh, the linen would stick as fast to the body as pitch, so that it would be impossible to steal, or take away the body without the linen cloths.

For more information see my class on the Shroud.


Verse 8:  "Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed."

"He did not yet believe that Jesus was risen from the dead, because he was still ignorant that he was to rise from the dead.  For although the Apostles had so often heard their Divine Master speak in the most plain terms of His resurrection, still being so much accustomed to parables, they did not understand, and imagined something else was meant by these words."-St. Augustine

God love yas,

Tim

