Fourth Sunday of Lent 


Reading I 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people 
added infidelity to infidelity,
practicing all the abominations of the nations
and polluting the LORD's temple
which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.

Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers, 
send his messengers to them,
for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place.
But they mocked the messengers of God, 
despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets,
until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed
that there was no remedy.
Their enemies burnt the house of God,
tore down the walls of Jerusalem,
set all its palaces afire,
and destroyed all its precious objects.
Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Babylon, 
where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons
until the kingdom of the Persians came to power.
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: 
"Until the land has retrieved its lost Sabbaths,
during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest
while seventy years are fulfilled."

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, 
in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,
the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia
to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom,
both by word of mouth and in writing:
"Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth
the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me,
and he has also charged me to build him a house
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his people, 
let him go up, and may his God be with him!" 

Verse 15:  "Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place."

In Protestant versions you may come across the words, Betimes; sending; and because.  Like a good master, God sent His servants to work at day-break, omitting nothing to induce them to return to Him, that He might not be forced to punish them with severity.


Verse 16:  "But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed that there was no remedy."

All attempts to convert these people proved to be in vain.  God, perceiving that they 
despised His calls, is not influenced. 


Verse 21:  "All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: 'Until the land has retrieved its lost Sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.'"

The Sabbaths refer to every seven years.  See Leviticus 25:2; 26:43; Jeremiah 25:11; and 29:10.

In some translations you may read the word expired in place of "lies waste" as we have in our reading.  This is to say, not that the world was neglected all this time, from the third year of Joakim; but it was almost; particularly after the murder of Godolias, the public worship was at a stand.  


Verse 22:  "In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the 
LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth and in writing"

Cyrus the Great had ruled over Persia from 559 BC to 552 BC, where his relative, Darius II then took control of the Empire. At this time in our reading Cyrus was now the Emperor in the East.  

"These two verses are repeated by the Prophet Esdras, which evinces that he was the author of this work as well; adding them when he restored or revised the Holy Scriptures."-Dr. Robert Witham


Reading II
Eph 2:4-10

Brothers and sisters:
God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of the great love he had for us,
even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ--by grace you have been saved--,
raised us up with him, 
and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 
that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;
it is not from works, so no one may boast.
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works 
that God has prepared in advance,
that we should live in them.


Verse 4:  "Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us"

Both Jews and Gentiles to life in Christ, remitting our sins by faith in Him, and by the
grace of our merciful Redeemer, by His pure mercy, not by any works of ours, nor merely by the works of the former law.

"God has made us in a condition to sit together in heavenly places, to be hereafter crowned in Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham


Verse 5:  "even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ--by grace you have been saved--"

"Faith, Baptism, and Grace are pledges of our future resurrection and glorification in Heaven.  Our present conversion is also a kind of resurrection.  The time is come, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear shall live."-St. Augustine


Verse 8:  "For by grace you have been saved through faith,  and this is not from you; it is the gift of God"

"Faith is the beginning, foundation, and root of justification, and the first of all other 
virtues, without which it is impossible to please God."-Sigonius


Verse 9:  "it is not from works, so no one may boast."

"Not of works, as our own growth, or from ourselves; but as from the grace of God."-Sigonius


Verse 10:  "For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them."

We use the word "handiwork" in our reading, in other translations you may find: "For we are His workmanship," this means, not only as our body and soul, but by a new creation in Christ Jesus, with a new heart by His grace.

St. Jerome says, "St. Paul now compares our conversion to creation, to show that we had been called and justified without preceding merit.  In the same manner as the things which God has drawn out of nothing, cannot glory as if they had contributed any thing to their existence.


Gospel
Jn 3:14-21

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
"Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life."

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him.
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, 
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the verdict,
that the light came into the world,
but people preferred darkness to light,
because their works were evil.
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light
and does not come toward the light, 
so that his works might not be exposed.
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, 
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 

Verse 14:  "Jesus said to Nicodemus:  Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up"

The comparison of the serpent lifted up in the desert which whoever looked was immediately cured from the bite of the fiery serpents, is a figure of the Crucifixion of Christ on Calvary.  We remark, that our divine Savior makes use of these words, "Son of man must be lifted up" or exalted; by which form of expression He would teach us, that He does not consider the Cross as a disgrace, but as a glory; and moreover, that is the Israelites, bitten by the fiery serpents, were cured by looking upon the brazen serpent, so are Christians cured by looking up with an active faith, replete with love and confidence, on Jesus Christ Crucified.

Verses 16-17  John 3:16-17  "For God so loved the world, as to give His only begotten Son: that whosoever believes in Him, may not perish, but may have life everlasting.  For God sent not His Son into the world, to judge the world, but that the world may be saved by Him."


This means simply:  GIVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.......GOD SENT NOT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD....

Jesus was then His Son, His only begotten Son, before He sent Him into the world.  He was not, therefore, His Son, only by the Incarnation, but was His Son FROM THE BEGINNING, as he was always His WORD from all eternity.  This has always been the constant Doctrine of the Catholic Church, and of the Fathers, against the Arian Heresy, that God WAS ALWAYS FATHER, and the Son ALWAYS the eternal Son of there eternal Father.

THAT THE WORLD BE SAVED.......  Why says, St. Augustine, is Christ called Savior of the orld, unless from the obligation He took upon Himself at His birth?  He has come like a good Physician, effectually to save mankind.  The man, therefore, destroys Himself, who refuses to follow the prescriptions of his physician-St. Augustine.


Verse 19:  John 3:19  "And this is the Judgement:  because the light, that his works may be made manifest, because, because they are done in God."

Judgement...That is, the cause of his condemnation.
