Third Sunday of Lent 


Reading I 
Ex 20:1-17 

In those days, God delivered all these commandments:
"I, the LORD, am your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.
You shall not have other gods besides me.
You shall not carve idols for yourselves 
in the shape of anything in the sky above
or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth;
you shall not bow down before them or worship them.
For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, 
inflicting punishment for their fathers' wickedness
on the children of those who hate me,
down to the third and fourth generation;
but bestowing mercy down to the thousandth generation
on the children of those who love me and keep my commandments.

"You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.
For the LORD will not leave unpunished 
the one who takes his name in vain.

"Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.
Six days you may labor and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD, your God.
No work may be done then either by you, or your son or daughter, 
or your male or female slave, or your beast,
or by the alien who lives with you.
In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea and all that is in them;
but on the seventh day he rested.
That is why the LORD has blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

"Honor your father and your mother, 
that you may have a long life in the land
which the LORD, your God, is giving you.
You shall not kill.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
1
You shall not covet your neighbor's house.
You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 
nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,
nor anything else that belongs to him."

Verse 1:  "In those days, God delivered all these commandments"

The Lord now, by His Angel delivers in an intellectual manner, the "ten Words," as you may find in some translations, or as we have in our reading, the "Ten Commandments," which contain the sum of all natural Law, and may be reduced to the two precepts of Charity, or what we call the two Greatest Commandments our Lord gives us in St. Matthew's Gospel, 22:40, and in St. Mark's Gospel, 12:31.

How these Commandments are to be divided into ten, the ancients are not perfectly agreed.  We follow the authority of St. Augustine, Pope St. Clement I, and others, in referring three of the precepts to God, and seven to our neighbor.  Protestants adopt the Jewish method, of making four Commandments of the first table and six of the second, as they divide our first into two, and unite the 9th and 10th; though it surely must appear rational to admit a distant precept, for an internal as well as for an external object; and the desires of committing adultery or theft, require a distinct prohibition no less than the external actions.  Whereas the forbidding to have strange gods, or to worship images, or creatures of any description, is exactly of the same tendency.  For no one can worship an idol, without admitting a strange god.  The latter part, therefore, of the First Commandment, or the second of the Protestants, is only a farther explanation of what had gone before, as Moses himself clearly  nsinuates in verse 23, "You shall not make gods of silver..." 


Verse 2:  ""I, the LORD, am your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery."

By the endearing title, "Your God," we are all required to consecrate our whole hearts and souls to our Maker and Redeemer; and therefore we must love God sincerely, and comply with all His Commandments.  This preface to the Decalogue (the Ten Commandments), enforces the acts of Faith, Hope, Charity, and Religion.

Verse 3:  "You shall not have other gods besides me."

Before me or in my presence.  In other words God is saying, "I shall not be content to be adored with idols."

Verse 4:  "You shall not carve idols for yourselves  in the shape of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth"

An idol, a graven image, or the likes of any thing.  All such images or likenesses, are
absolutely forbidden by this Commandment, as are made to be adored and served; according to that which immediately follows, "you shall not bow down before them or worship them."

That is, all such as are designed for idols or image gods, or are worshiped with Divine Honor.  However; other wise images, pictures, or representations, even in the House of God, and in the very Sanctuary, so far from being forbidden, are expressly authorized by the Word of God.  See Exodus 25:15; 38:7; Numbers 21:8-9; 1 Chronicles 28:18-19; and 2 Chronicles 3:10.

"Protestants insidiously translate 'any graven image,' though 'Pesel, Eidolon, Glupton, and Sculptile,' in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin denote a graven thing or idol.  They will, however, hardly condemn His majesty for having his representation stamped upon the coin of the nation, nor so many of our wealthy noblemen, who adorn their rooms with the choicest efforts of painting and sculpture.  They know that the object of prohibition is in the making and adoring of idols.  But they probably wish to keep the ignorant under the stupid delusion of supposing, that Catholics are idolaters, because they have images, and that they themselves are not, 
though they have them likewise at home; and even in their churches admit the absurd figures of the lion and the unicorn, stretching their paws over the tables of the Law, instead of the pious representations of Jesus expiring on the Cross, which were set up by their Catholic ancestors.  Let them read, and adopt herein, just weighs and measures, proposed to them by Thordike, one of their more discerning and moderate teachers.  In the mean time, we will assure them, that we abhor all idols; both those made with hands and those which are formed by the head of heretics, who set up their own fancies and delusions, to be adored instead of the True God.  Our General Councils of Nice and Trent define what we ought to believe on this head; and the matter is so fully explained in our Catechisms and books of instruction, as well
as from our pulpits, that no person can well remain in ignorance.  If we perform various actions of respect before pictures, which are done in honor of God, can any man of sense infer, that we look upon both with equal respect?  Do we not read of the people falling down to show respect to the King, and supreme worship to God; by the same act of the body?"-Sigonius

Altars and sacrifice we reserve solely for God, as St. Augustine observes.  other indifferent practices must be determined by the intention.  Latria, or supreme worship, can be given to none but the Deity, ad Latria is true Worship and
includes a sacrifice.  This is what the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is.  We show respect for His servants in glory, by an inferior service called Dulia, that is, giving honor to whom honor is due, the Saints who are alive in Heaven.

The words of the first reformers, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Tyndale, and other are so profane and impious, who, after saying most falsely, that "Papists make the Virgin Mary a god" (Luther said this)  and "worship images in a heathen manner" ( Luther's partner Phillippe Melancthon said that) attribute various fictitious crimes to the Blessed Virgin and other Saints.  We can include John Calvin as being guilty of these crimes as well.  They knew that all the Saints abhorred their impiety; and therefore, in revenge, they will vilify the Saints and condemn all the doctors and Fathers of the Church, since the death of the Apostles, as guilty of superstition and idolatry.

"By this occasion, dead creatures and bloodless half worm-eaten bones, began to be honored, invocated, and worshiped with divine honor.  All which the Doctors of the Church not only winked at, but also set forward."-Centuriators of Magdeburg.

"What is then become of the promises of God, to teach all truth by the mouths of His Pastors?  Matthew 28.  Let others judge, whether we ought to pay greater deference to Saints Jerome, Augustin, Pope Gregory the Great, and others, or Luther, Calvin, and the Centuriators of Magdeburg.  But some will still admit, that images were commanded by God (Exodus 25:18).  Hence they lay great stress upon the words 'to yourself;' as if all images were forbidden that man should make, without the express sanction of God.  Those who are conversant in Hebrew, know that they could not be sanctioned by God."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

"No creature must be represented as a deity.  But sovereign worship, both internal and external, must be given to the great Author of all good, while we abstain from every superstitious act, and from all dealings with the devil and false religions."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

Calmet says, "Protestants, therefore, who only forbid images, diminish God's law.  Were not the idols of Chanaan and Chamos which represented nothing in nature also condemned?"


Verse 5:  "you shall not bow down before them or worship them."

We are using the Protestant translation in this reading, the Douay-Rheims translates it:
"You shall not adore them, nor serve them."  You might be asking to yourself, "what's the big deal?  They are pretty close to the same meaning?"  The answer is, Protestants use their translation for the condemnation of Catholics.  This is egregious in many ways, for some of our separated brethren still kneel when they receive their sacramental bread, or even when they ask for their parent's blessing.  Can we call them idolaters?

This passage simply means we are forbidden to show any respect to strange gods who do not exist.  We must always honor the True God in His Saints, referring all their glory to Him.

"Those who do not imitate their wicked ancestor, need not fear being involved in their
punishment.  sometimes, indeed, God takes away the lives of children and subjects, to punish the sins of parents and of Kings; but this may be no real detriment to the deceased."-Cardinal Juan Maldonado

"Hugo Grotius thinks that this menace is directed against idolators.  Others believe, it may be placed at the conclusion of each of the Commandments."-Calmet


Verse 7:  "You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.  For the LORD will not leave unpunished the one who takes his name in vain."
On trifling occasions, rashly, or falsely.  

"Those who swear often, diminish their credit among the wise."-Philo


Verse 8:  "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day."

The Sabbath day, on which rest from servile work is prescribed, that we may worship God with greater fervor.  Saturday was kept holy by the Jews, in honor of God's resting.  The Apostles have authorized us to keep Sunday instead, to commemorate the mysteries of Christ's resurrection. 


Verse 9:  "Six days you may labor and do all your work"

"This must be understood if no festival of obligation occurred.  For many were in force in the Old Law; such as Passover, Encenia, and Purim, as there are still in the Church."-Rev George Leo Haydoc 


Verse 10:  "but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD, your God.  No work may be done then either by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with you."

The alien or stranger you may find in other translations means a person of another nation.

"Good policy required, that all should conform to this regulation, whatever their religion might be."-Hugo Grotius

Maimonides says without it any probability, that "a Gentile observing the Law, was guilty of death." 


Verse 12:  "Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you."

Honor means to love, respect, feed, if requisite; take care of your parents if they are ill.  See Numbers 24:1 and 1 Timothy 5:3-17

"They are ministers of God, in the production of children; and those who offer an affront to His minister, irritate God."-Philo

The land which the LORD, your God, is giving you, the Land of Canaan.  The promises are of a temporal nature; but they should bring to our reflection the eternal rewards which attend the virtuous.  

"The duties of parents are not specified, as nature would show their extent, and as the obligations of parents and children are reciprocal."-Calmet

Verse 13:  "You shall not kill."

These precepts are to be taken in their full extent as prohibiting not only the ultimate 
act, but everything which leads to it as well.  Our courts and Magistrates are authorized to inflict capital punishments.  We are allowed to defend ourselves against unjust aggressors.  However; we must never intend to kill them.

Calmet says, "The Laws will not condemn us, perhaps, if we do; but God sees the heart, and judges.  A night thief may be slain, because we know not how far our own lives may be endangered."

Verse 14:  "You shall not commit adultery."  

This precept is placed before the former one, in the Septuagint, St. Mark 10:10 and St. Luke 18:20.  Adultery was punished with death, Leviticus 20:10.  All civilized nations have held it in abhorrence, as destructive of all peace.  See Job 31:11.  All other impure actions are forbidden, under different penalties.

Verse 15:  "You shall not steal."

By the name Steal every fraudulent act is condemned.  Some in ages past have erroneously restrained this prohibition to the stealing of men for slaves.


Verse 16:  "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."

Liars were subjected to the law of retaliation, and were forced, by the Egyptians and
others, to undergo the same punishment, which they would have inflicted upon others.  This law is the guardian of good faith and honesty in all our dealings.  It is explained more in Exodus 23:1 and Leviticus 19:11. 


Verse 17:  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house.  You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass, nor anything else that belongs to him."

The Septuagint places wife before house, as do all.  See Deuteronomy 5:21.  

"The express prohibition of lustful and unjust desires might suffice to have obviated the mistake of Josephus, and of the Jews, in our Saviors's time, who looked upon them as indifferent, provided they were not carried into effect.  They render us guilty in the sight of God, (Matthew 5:28) whenever we give consent to them, as even Ovid and the pagan philosophers acknowledged."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

"At the conclusion of this 10th Commandment, we find five verses in the Samaritan copy and version, as well as in the Arabic, and a sufficient vacant space is left in an ancient Syriac MS translated from the Hebrew, which induce Kennicott to conclude that they are genuine; particularly as they explain what law was to be engraven on two stones set up by Joshua, which the Hebrew leaves ambiguous these are repeated in Deuteronomy 27:2."-Hugo Grotius


Reading II
1 Cor 1:22-25

Brothers and sisters:
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Verses 22-25:  "The Jews in the mean time, ask for miracles, such as God formerly wrought in their favor, and the Greeks, or Gentiles, to be converted, expect from us, what they would look upon as the highest points of human wisdom and knowledge; for that which appears the foolishness of God, is wiser than men, and able to confound the highest human wisdom; and that which appears weakness of God, is stronger than men, who cannot hinder God from converting the world, by means and methods, that seem so disproportioned to this His design."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Foolishness, that is to say, what appears foolish to the world in the ways of God, is indeed most wise; and what appears weakness, is indeed above all strength and comprehension of men."-Sigonius

Gospel
Jn 2:13-25

Since the Passover of the Jews was near,
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, 
as well as the money changers seated there.
He made a whip out of cords
and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen,
and spilled the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables,
and to those who sold doves he said,
"Take these out of here,
and stop making my Father's house a marketplace."
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, 
Zeal for your house will consume me.
At this the Jews answered and said to him,
"What sign can you show us for doing this?"
Jesus answered and said to them, 
"Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up."
The Jews said, 
"This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and you will raise it up in three days?"
But he was speaking about the temple of his body.
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this,
and they came to believe the Scripture
and the word Jesus had spoken.

While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, 
many began to believe in his name
when they saw the signs he was doing.
But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he knew them all, 
and did not need anyone to testify about human nature.
He himself understood it well. 

Verse 15:  "He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables" 

According to St. John Chrysostom in  homily 67 on this passage in St. Matthew's Gospel, this casting out was different from that which is there related.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "How could the son of the carpenter Joseph, whose Divinity was not yet known to the people, succeed in expelling so great a multitude from the Temple?  There was undoubtedly something Divine in His whole conduction and appearance, which deterred all from making resistance.  The Evangelist seems to insinuate this by putting these words: 'The house of My Father,' into our Savior's mouth, which was making Himself immediately the Son of God."

This made Origen consider this miracle, in overcoming the unruly dispositions of so many, as a superior manifestation of power to what He had shown in changing the nature of water at Cana. Jesus shows here in this passage the respect He requires and what should be shown in the Temple of God.  St. Paul, speaking of the profanersin God's Church, says, "If any man defile the Temple of God, him will Goddestroy."  1 Cor 3:17

In a Spiritual sense, this may be understood as the soul of a man, which is the living Temple of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 20:  "The Jews said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?""

In some translations you will find the words "six and forty years." This many understand of the time the second Temple was building, from the edict of Cyrus the Great to the sixth year of Darius Hystaspes.  Others, of the enlarging and beautifying the Temple, which was begun by Herod the Great, forty-six years, as we have in our reading, before the Jews spoke this to Our Lord.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Interpreters are much embarrassed by these words; as building of the Temple, which then existed, had been finished in much less than 46 years.  Herod renewed the Temple from the foundations, and spent in that work only nine and half years.  It was begun 46 years before the first Pasch at which Our Savior appeared."

Usher comments, "But this prince, according to Josephus, continued to make new buildings and embellishments to the very time in which the Jews uttered these words: It is now 46 years."


Verse 24:  "But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he knew them all"

"The Fathers generally understand these words, to them, to refer to those who believed in Him, mentioned in the preceding verse.  Though they believed in Him, He did not trust Himself to them, because He knew them.  He knew their weakness, their inconstancy, their unsteadiness.  He knew they would abandon Him on the first occasion; and that His Passion, His Cross, His Doctrines would be a subject of scandal." Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc

St. Augustine compares these first believers to catechumens.  They believe in Christ, confess His name, and sign their foreheads with His Cross; but Jesus does not trust Himself to them; He does not trust them the knowledge of His mysteries; He does not reveal to them the secrets of His Religion.

Calmet says, "The Catechumens were not allowed to be present at the Holy mysteries of the sacrifice of the Mass, but went out after the instruction of the Gospel; whence the first part of the Mass was frequently called the Mass of the catechumens.


God love yas,

Tim
