Second Sunday of Lent 

Reading I 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18

God put Abraham to the test.
He called to him, "Abraham!"
"Here I am!" he replied.
Then God said:
"Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah.
There you shall offer him up as a holocaust 
on a height that I will point out to you."

When they came to the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven, 
"Abraham, Abraham!"
"Here I am!" he answered.
"Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.
"Do not do the least thing to him.
I know now how devoted you are to God, 
since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
As Abraham looked about,
he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.
So he went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said: 
"I swear by myself, declares the LORD,
that because you acted as you did
in not withholding from me your beloved son,
I will bless you abundantly
and make your descendants as countless
as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
your descendants shall take possession
of the gates of their enemies,
and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing--
all this because you obeyed my command." 

Verse 1:  "God put Abraham to the test.  He called to him, "Abraham!"
"Here I am!" he replied."

God tempts no man, as we read in the Epistle of St. James 1:13.  But by trial and
experiment, makes known to the world and to ourselves, what we are; as here by this trial the singular faith and obedience of Abraham was made manifest.

Verse 2:  "Then God said: "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah.  There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you."

Only begotten son, you only one, as in the case of our reading, or most beloved son, are written as if he had been an only child; in which sense the word is often taken.  See 1 Chronicles 29:1

Ishmael was still living; but Isaac was the only son of Sarah, the most dignified wife.  In the Hebrew it states:  "has loved" until this time; now you must consider him as dead.  He has been to you a source of joy, but now he will be one of tears and mourning.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado says, "Every word in this astonishing command, tended to cut Abraham to the heart; and hence we may the more admire the strength and disintestedness of his faith.  He could hope, in manner, against hope, knowing in whom he had trusted, and convinced that God would not deceive him, though he was at a loss to explain in what manner Isaac should have children after he was sacrificed."

We only have the beginning of verse 9 in our reading.  I will give you the full text using the Douay-Rheims Bible.

Verse 9:  "and they came to the place which God had shown him, where he built an altar, and laid the word in order upon it; and when he had bound Isaac his son, he laid him on the altar upon a pile of wood."  

Mount Moria, on part of which the Temple was built afterwards, and on another part, called Calvary, Our Blessed Lord was crucified, having carried His Cross, as Isaac did the wood for sacrifice.

His son: having first explained to him the Will of God, to which Isaac gave his free consent; otherwise, being in the vigor of his youth, he might easily have hindered his aged father, who was at the ripe old age of 125 years, from binding him.  In this willingness to die, as in many other particulars, he was a noble figure of Jesus Christ, who was offered because it was His Will.

Verse 10:  "Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son." 

To sacrifice, a things that up until this point was unprecedented, and which God would never suffer to be done in His honor, though he was pleased to try the obedience of his servant so far.  The pagans afterwards probably took from this passage that the sacrifice of human victims would be most pleasing to their false deities; but in this misconception they were inexcusable, since God prevented the sacrifice from being really offered to Him, in the most earnest way, saying, 'Abraham, Abraham,' as if there were a danger lest the holy man should not hear the first call.

Verse 12:  "Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger.  "Do not do the least thing to him.  I know now how devoted you are to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."

The intentions of the heart become worthy of praise, or of blame, even when no exterior effect is perceived.

Verse 13:  "As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.  So he went and took the ram and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son."

God gave dominion to Abraham over the ram.

In our reading we do not have verse 14, but it is too interesting to go unnoticed.  I will
give you the Douay-Rheims translation:

Verse 14:  "And he called the name of that place, The Lord Sees.  Whereupon, even to this day, it is said: In the mountain the Lord will see."

This became the proverbial expression, used by people in distress, who, remembering how Abraham had been relieved, endeavored to comfort themselves with hopes of relief.  Some translate the Lord will be seen, which was verified when Christ was Crucified.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado comments, "Or he will provide, alluding to what was said in verse 5."

Verse 16:  "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved son"

This is neat.  God Swears by Himself because He cannot swear by anyone greater.  
See Hebrews 6:13.  This reminds me of the movie "Oh God"  When George Burns takes the stand in court, he places his hand on the Bible and says, "I do.  So help me, me."

Verse 17:  "I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their enemies" 
Stars and sands, these comprise the just and the sinners.  The gates, shall judge and rule. 


Reading II
Rm 8:31b-34

Brothers and sisters:
If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare his own Son 
but handed him over for us all,
how will he not also give us everything else along with him?

Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?
It is God who acquits us, who will condemn?
Christ Jesus it is who died--or, rather, was raised-- 
who also is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us.

We only have the second half of verse 31.  I will give you the entire verse using the
Douay-Rheims translation.

Verse 31:  "What shall we then say to these things?  If God be for us, who is against us?"

"What shall we then say to these things?  That is, though we live amidst temptations and afflictions in this life, we need not fear as long as are faithful in the service of God, under His protection." -Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 32:  "He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all,
how will he not also give us everything else along with him?"

"He did not spare, this is another argument for us to hope in the goodness of God, who has so loved the world, that He has delivered, and given His true and only Son for us all, to redeem all and every one, and has by His death obtained helps and graces by which we may all be saved.-Dr. Robert Witham

'how will he not also give us everything else along with him?'  "That is, since He has given for us His only Son, how can we doubt, but that with Him, He will give us all gifts and graces?  He has given us His Son Himself, and how can we doubt of other blessings?"-St. John Chrysostom

Verses 33-34:  "Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?  It is God who acquits us, who will condemn?  Christ Jesus it is who died--or, rather, was raised-- who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us."
'Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones?  It is God who acquits us'  

Dr. RobertWitham says, "Others read without an interrogation, it is God who justified us; the sense will scarce be different; for it is the same as to say, we need not fear that God will accuse us, since by His mercy He has been pleased to die, and to rise again from death for us."

Gospel
Mk 9:2-10

Jesus took Peter, James, and John 
and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, 
and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no fuller on earth could bleach them.
Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, 
and they were conversing with Jesus.
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, 
"Rabbi, it is good that we are here!
Let us make three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified.
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; 
from the cloud came a voice,
"This is my beloved Son. Listen to him."
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone
but Jesus alone with them.

As they were coming down from the mountain,
he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone,
except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
So they kept the matter to themselves, 
questioning what rising from the dead meant. 

Verse 4:  "Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Rabbi, it is good that we are here!
Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."

The Law and the Prophets were signified by Moses and Elijah; both bear testimony to the Divinity of Jesus Christ's mission, which was effectually to close the old, and open the new dispensation.  By the apparitions of these two illustrious personages, we also learn that sometimes, though not always, there is, by permission of Heaven, a certain intercourse between the living and the dead.  Our Blessed Lord here laid down the foundation for intercessory prayer.

Verse 5:  "He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified."

"St. Peter had forgotten that the glorious Kingdom of Christ was not of this world, but in Heaven only; that himself and the other Apostles, clothed as they were with their mortality, could not participate in immortal joys; and that the mansions in the house of the Father are not raised with human hands.  He again showed that he knew not what he said, by wishing to make three tabernacles, one for the Law, one for the Prophets, and one for the Gospel, since these three cannot be separated from each other."-St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 9-10:  "As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant." 

The Disciples believed the Resurrection of the dead, but they didn't know what Christ
meant by His rising from the dead.  Their minds were filled with ideas of a glorious Kingdom in this world, in which they should enjoy great dignities and offices under Jesus.

God love yas,

Tim
