First Sunday of Lent 

Genesis, the first of Five Books of Moses, has been given the honor of being the Old
Testament's first Book.  it was originally written like one continued word or verse.

In the Septuagint, titles were given to the most memorable occurrences.  The Creation of all things out of nothing strikes us with a peculiar force.  We find a refutation of all the heathenish mythology, and the world's eternity, which Aristotle endeavored to establish.

We behold the short reign of on innocence, and the origin of sin and misery, the dispersion of the nations, and the providence of God watching over His chosen people, till the death of Joseph, about the year 1631 B.C..



Reading I 
Gn 9:8-15

God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 
"See, I am now establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you
and with every living creature that was with you:
all the birds, and the various tame and wild animals
that were with you and came out of the ark.
I will establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all bodily creatures be destroyed
by the waters of a flood;
there shall not be another flood to devastate the earth."
God added:
"This is the sign that I am giving for all ages to come,
of the covenant between me and you
and every living creature with you:
I set my bow in the clouds to serve as a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth.
When I bring clouds over the earth, 
and the bow appears in the clouds,
I will recall the covenant I have made
between me and you and all living beings,
so that the waters shall never again become a flood
to destroy all mortal beings." 

Verse 10:  "and with every living creature that was with you: all the birds, and the various tame and wild animals that were with you and came out of the ark."

In some translations you may see the words "every living soul."  The covenant of God is made with animals only in as much as they are subservient to man.  The Egyptians adored most of them; and many oriental nations, and even philosophers, pretended they had intelligent souls, and could speak a rational language, which some of them would have the people believe they  could understand.  This was the case of those great imposters Apollonius of Tyena and Mahomet, for example.

"Moses shows sufficiently that beasts were neither divinities nor rational."-Calmet

Verse 13:  "I set my bow in the clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant between me and the earth."

The Rainbow had been from the beginning, but it was not appointed as the sign that God will not destroy the world by water again, until God made the Promise here.  It is styled as God's bow for its beauty and grandeur.

"As the rain-bow, which makes it appearance in the clouds, borrows all its effulgence from the sun, so those only who acknowledge the glory of Christ in God's clouds, and do not seek their own glory, will escape destruction in the deluge."-St. Augustin


Reading II
1 Pt 3:18-22

Beloved:
Christ suffered for sins once, 
the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous,
that he might lead you to God.
Put to death in the flesh, 
he was brought to life in the Spirit.
In it he also went to preach to the spirits in prison, 
who had once been disobedient
while God patiently waited in the days of Noah
during the building of the ark,
in which a few persons, eight in all,
were saved through water.
This prefigured baptism, which saves you now.
It is not a removal of dirt from the body 
but an appeal to God for a clear conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven
and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him. 

Verse 1: "Because Christ also died once for our sins, the just for the unjust, that he might offer us to God, being put to death indeed in the flesh, but brought to life by the spirit."

Christ...being put to death indeed in the flesh, dying on the Cross for our sins, but brought to life by spirit.  By the spirit here some understand Christ's Divine Spirit, and power of His Divinity, by which He soon raised Himself again from the death to an immortal life by His glorious resurrection.  

But others by the spirit rather understand Christ's soul, by which He never died, which always remained united to His Divine Person, and which the Third Day He again reunited His Body.


Verse 19:  "In which also coming, He preached to those spirits who were in prison"

In which, (that is, soul or spirit) also He came, and preached to those spirits in prison.  The true and common interpretation of this place seems to be, that the soul of Christ, after the separation from the Body and before the Resurrection, descended to a place in the interior parts of the earth, called "hell" in that which we call in the Apostle's Creed, sometimes called Abraham's Bosom, sometimes called Limbus Patrum, a place where were detained all the souls of the Patriarchs, Prophets, and just men, as it were a prison; and preached to these spirits in this prison; that is, brought them this happy news, that He who was their Redeemer was now come to be their Deliverer, and that at His Glorious Ascension they should enter with Him into Heaven, where none could enter before our Redeemer, who opened as if it were Heaven's gates. 

Among these were many who had been formerly at first incredulous in the time of Noe, who would not take warning from his preparing and building the Ark, but it may be reasonably supposed that many of them repented of their sins when they saw the danger approaching, and before they perished by the waters of the deluge, so that they died at least not guilty of eternal damnation; because, though they were sinners, yet they worshiped the True God,  for we do not find any proofs of idolatry before the deluge.  

These then, and all the souls of the Just, Christ descended to free from their captivity, from their prison, and to lead them at His Ascent ion triumphant with Him into Heaven.

The Church of England cannot quarrel with this exposition, which seems altogether 
conformable to the Third of their Thirty-nine Articles, which at present time runs thus:  
"As Christ died for us, and was buried, so also it is to be believed that he went down into hell."  It is thus expressed in the articles under Queen Elizabeth, in 1562; and the articles put out ten years before in 1552, in the Fourth year of King Edward VI, the words were: "That the Body of Christ lay in the grave until his resurrection, but the spirit which he gave up was with the spirits which were detained in prison, or in hell, and preached to them, as the place St. Peter testifies." 

Dr. Pearson on the fifth article of the creed, writes thus: "There is nothing which the 
Fathers agree in more, than as to a local and real descent of the soul of Christ into the infernal parts, unto the habitation of the souls departed...This was the general opinion of the Church, as many appear by the testimonies of those ancient writers, who lived successively and wrote in several ages, and delivered this exposition in such express terms as are not capable of any other interpretation."  Thus Dr. Pearson cites the Early Fathers of the Church.

Prison...Here we see a proof of a Third place, or a middle state of souls: for these spirits in prison, to whom Christ went to preach after His death, were not in Heaven, nor yet in the hell of the damned; because Heaven is no prison, and Christ did not go to preach to the damned.

St Augustine in his 99th epistle, confesses that this text is replete with difficulties.  
This he declares is clear, beyond a doubt, that Jesus Christ descended in soul after His death into the regions below, and concludes with these words: "In this prison souls would not be detained unless they were in a state that was capable of receiving salvation." 

Verse 21:  "This prefigured baptism, which saves you now.  It is not a removal of dirt from the body but an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ"

"Baptism, that is the Ark was a figure of Baptism, which saves you from the death of the soul; and as no one was saved from the waters of the deluge but those eight people who were in the Ark, so no one can enter into Heaven if he has not been Baptized, or has had a desire of it when come to the use of reason.  Such persons as are capable of knowing what they receive, must come with the dispositions of faith and a true repentance, which is here called the 'examination of a good conscience,' who therefore are examined whether they believe in One God and Three Persons."-Dr. Robert Witham

Baptism is said to be of the like form with the water by which Noah was saved, because the one was a figure of the other.

"As much as to say, that Baptism has not its efficacy, in order to salvation, from its
washing away any bodily filth or dirt; but from its purging the conscience from sin: when accompanied with suitable dispositions in the party, to answer the interrogations made at that time, with relation to faith, the renouncing of Satan with all his works, and the obedience to God's commands."-Sigonius

Verse 22:  "who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers subject to him."

"Jesus now as our Redeemer, and as a man, sits at the right hand of God, (See Mark 16:19; Col 1; and Hebrews 1:3) having swallowed, or devoured or destroyed death; having conquered and triumphed over the devil, sin, and death, that His grace and His merits we might become heirs of eternal life; and is gone into Heaven, Angels being made subject to Him."-Dr. Robert Witham


Gospel
Mk 1:12-15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,
and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan.
He was among wild beasts,
and the angels ministered to him.

After John had been arrested, 
Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:
"This is the time of fulfillment.
The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

Verse 13:  "and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan.  He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him."

The Greek does not specify the forty nights as is found in other translations; but we
do find it in St. Matthew's Gospel 4:2.

Verse 15:  "This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

"As if He were to say: To this day the Mosaic Law has been in full force, but henceforth the Evangelical Law shall be preached; which law is not undeservedly compared to the Kingdom of God."-Theophany

"Repent, therefore, says our Savior, and believe the Gospel; for if you believe not, you shall not understand; repent, therefore, and believe.  What advantage is it to believe with good works?  The merit of good works will not bring us to faith, but faith is the beginning of good works."-St. Jerome


God love yas,

Tim
